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EDITORS’ PREFACE

GENERAL INTRODUCTION
to
BALKAN ANALYTIC FORUM
https://www.f.bg.ac.rs/instituti/baf

Welcome to the inaugural volume of the Balkan Analytic Forum’s 
publication series. I am thrilled to be part of this effort, which seeks to 
nurture scholarly exchange and collaboration within the Balkan region 
and beyond. This volume comprises a selection of contributions around 
the themes of the Balkan Analytic Forum’s inaugural conference series, 
including BAF1: Normativity, and BAF+: Normativity of Art. The essays 
in this volume encapsulate the depth and diversity of analytic philoso-
phy’s approaches to thinking about normativity, while also highlighting 
endeavors to bridge philosophical traditions, providing insights that reso-
nate across philosophical landscapes. Working on this volume has been 
especially meaningful for me as a philosopher at a Sino-American joint 
venture institution with a global orientation. The orientation and mission 
of the Balkan Analytic Forum reflect the kind of rooted globalism that 
animates our work at Duke Kunshan University. The forum appreciates 
the historical and cultural embeddedness of intellectual traditions, while 
also striving to create knowledge and understanding through engagement 
among and across philosophical lineages, enriching the global discourse 
of philosophy. I am thrilled to be involved in this project. I extend my 
heartfelt gratitude to all those who supported the establishment of this 
forum and its inaugural events, and to Dr. Miroslava Trajkovski for her 
trailblazing and steadfast leadership in bringing it all together.

 Emily C. McWilliams

  
The Balkan Analytic Forum aims to bring together experts in analyti-

cal philosophy from the Balkans to exchange their ideas, but it is also open 
to approaches that establish connections between analytical philosophy 
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and other philosophical traditions, as well as to interested experts from 
other parts of the world. The activity of the forum is to establish, through 
conferences and accompanying publications, a platform for discussion 
where scientists from the Balkans, and all those interested in analytical 
philosophy, can meet regularly and present the texts they are currently 
working on and their new publications.

The mission is to carry out basic, applied and developmental research 
in the domain of analytical philosophy; to publish the results of this sci-
entific research and professional work; to include young researchers and 
doctoral students at the Faculty in the implementation in this through 
participation in the programs implemented by the Center; to participate 
in the organization of gatherings, symposiums, professional meetings and 
workshops for the purpose of training researchers in the field of analytical 
philosophy; as well as to cooperate with other institutions in the country 
and abroad, especially with countries from the Balkans. The work of the 
Balkan Analytic Forum has been institutionalized by receiving the sup-
port of the Department of Philosophy, the University of Belgrade, Faculty 
of Philosophy and the Ministry of Science, Technological Development 
and Innovation for organizing the first conference of the Balkan Ana-
lytic Forum: BAF1: Normativity, BAF+: Normativity of Art, which was 
held in three units in the period from October 19 to 29, 2023 (cf. https://
www.f.bg.ac.rs/instituti/baf/publikacije).The organizing committee of the 
conference consisted of: Miroslava Trajkovski (Department of Philosophy, 
Faculty of Philosophy), Monika Jovanović (Department of Philosophy, 
Faculty of Philosophy), Miloš Vuletić (Department of Philosophy, Faculty 
of Philosophy) and Marina Bakalova (Institute of Philosophy and Sociolo-
gy, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences). The Programme Committee included 
Marina Bakalova (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Institute of Philosophy 
and Sociology, Bulgaria), Mircea Dumitru (University of Bucharest, Ro-
manian Academy, Romania), Timothy Williamson (University of Oxford, 
New College, United Kingdom), Stathis Psillos (University of Athens, De-
partment of Philosophy & History of Science, Greece), Vladimir Marko 
(Comenius University, Bratislava, Slovakia), Lilia Gurova (New Bulgarian 
University, Department of Cognitive Science and Psychology, Bulgaria), 
Miroslava Trajkovski (University of Belgrade, Department of Philosophy, 
Serbia).

The conference has been supported by: Ministry of Science, Techno-
logical Development and Innovation of the Republic of Serbia, and Uni-
versity of Belgrade – Faculty of Philosophy.

 M. T.
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