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Preface 

MOLDOVA AND THE SLAVS: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

For contemporary researchers, the Republic of Moldova is merely an 

exotic little state with a small population, known as the poorest country in 
Europe. At the time of the dissolution of the USSR and the breakup of the 

SFR Yugoslavia, it was ingloriously mentioned as a source of prostitutes, 

both voluntary and forced. 
Today, it is mentioned as a potential conflict zone between the 

Western and the Russian world, as well as a target of Romanianization and 

the creation of Greater Romania — a goal pursued by all possible means, 

including the non-canonical expansion of the Romanian Orthodox Church 
into the territory of the Russian Orthodox Church. 

Few people know what kind of geopolitical processes unfolded on the 

territory of historical Moldova (the larger part of which lies within 
Romania), what contribution it made to the preservation of Orthodoxy and 

Slavic identity, where the population of Moldova originally came from, and 

who the founder of Moldova was. 

Unfortunately, within Serbian academic circles, the topic of Moldova 
has received little attention, and very few Serbian scholars have dealt with 

Moldova and the Moldovans. Hence, the international scholarly conference 

“Moldova and the Slavs: Past, Present, Perspectives” was organised to shed 
light on specific questions from Moldovan history and the contemporary 

geopolitical and cultural situation that have remained unjustly unanswered 

for years. 
From the standpoint of Orthodox geopolitics, the territories of 

Bulgaria, Wallachia, Transylvania (Erdély), and Moldova formed a 

traditional route (a transversal corridor) that connected Mount Athos with the 

Russians (Kyiv, St. Petersburg, Moscow, and further toward Siberia). Saint 
Sava of Serbia established this transversal route, and the majority of the 

population in these lands was of Serbian, Bulgarian, and Russian origin 

(bearing in mind that national differentiation was not strong, and people 
easily assimilated into one another). 

However, the fall of Constantinople and the collapse of the Bulgarian 

and Serbian states gave new importance to the principalities of Wallachia 
and Moldova (the so-called Danubian Principalities), as well as to 

Transylvania (Erdély), which took upon itself the burden of the struggle 
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against the Ottomans. These were both glorious and tragic pages of 
Orthodox and Slavic history. 

“In the middle decades of the fifteenth century, the map of Eastern 

Europe was written in turmoil. The Ottoman conquest of Constantinople in 
1453 had extinguished the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire, sending 

shockwaves throughout both Orthodox and Papist Europe and plunging the 

Orthodox world, in particular, into crisis. Serbia had fallen, Bulgaria was 

subdued, and the principalities of Wallachia and Moldavia stood as the last 
independent Orthodox polities on Europe’s southeastern frontier. In this 

crucible, Stephen the Great—Ștefan cel Mare—ascended the throne of 

Moldavia in 1457 and forged his reputation as both warrior and saint. His 
nearly half-century reign transformed Moldavia from a vulnerable 

borderland into the keystone of Orthodox resilience,” writes the American 

Orthodox priest Chad Arneson in this collection. 

The same author adds: “In January 1475, Stephen faced the most 
significant test of his rule. The Ottoman Sultan Mehmed II, confident after 

his triumphs in the Balkans, dispatched a vast force to punish Moldavia for 

its defiance. The armies met near Vaslui, on the mist-shrouded banks of the 
Bârlad River. Though outnumbered, Stephen exploited dense fog, marshy 

terrain, and feigned retreats to lure the invaders into a devastating ambush 

that became known for centuries as a legendary slaughter. For Stephen, the 
triumph was not merely strategic but sacred. The Moldavian chronicles 

describe him as a devout man who prayed and communed with his soldiers 

before battle.” 

Of course, Stephen was not the only fighter against the Ottomans. 
There was also Vladislav (Vlad) Țepeș (Romanianized, though of no actual 

Romanian origin), whom Western propaganda turned into the vampire 

Dracula. There was also Starina Novak (“the first Romanian general,” Baba 
Novak), although Serbian by origin, and many others who were forgotten by 

the Slavs and left to Romanianization and the creation of a “Romanian” 

history, which did not exist at that time, nor did the Romanians themselves. 
During the centuries-long bondage of the Greeks, Bulgarians, and 

Serbs under Ottoman rule, the path to freedom and free Orthodoxy led 

through Wallachia and Moldova toward Kyiv. The transversal route 

remained functional because the Ottomans maintained a three-tiered system 
of control over conquered peoples and territories: the tightest control around 

the centre, weaker in the second ring, and in the third, they were content with 

annual tribute (tax), which allowed for greater autonomy. 
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This situation lasted until the formation of Romania and the 
Romanianization of Wallachia and part of Moldova, followed later by that of 

Transylvania — an unfinished process. 

The Balkan Orthodox Slavs found themselves surrounded. Romania 
was, and remains, the bearer of a corrupted Orthodoxy, where love of 

freedom found no place. It was replaced by a Western-born hatred toward 

Orthodox Slavs, which also contributed to the rise of Nazism in that country 

and its participation in the attack on the USSR, just as it participates today in 
NATO operations and spreads “NATO Orthodoxy.” 

The glorious past of the Vlachs, Moldavians, and the Transylvanians 

was therefore not Romanian but Slavic, even though it is now largely 
Romanianized. Those people have suffered an identity defeat, but many have 

contributed to that defeat. The Germanized and Francophone nobility and 

scholars played their part in Russia, and analogous phenomena existed in 

Serbia and Bulgaria. These people were forgotten through their actions, for 
which the political and academic elites bear great responsibility. 

In an effort to shed light on the developments in Moldova, we 

organised an international scholarly conference with the participation of 
scholars from thirteen countries: Serbia, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Hungary, Austria, Italy, Russia, Belarus, Moldova, Lithuania, Norway, the 

United Kingdom, and the United States. 
The conference takes place at a time when Moldova has become the 

second most important topic in Europe (after Ukraine), and thus, it has 

gained significant academic and social importance. 

We hope the papers presented will cast a more objective light on 
Moldova and help ensure that this subject is considered from a scholarly 

rather than an ideologically biased Western or Romanian perspective. 

We express our gratitude to all the authors who responded and 
contributed their papers to the collection, the conference, and the Director of 

the Institute for Political Studies, Dr Miša Stojadinović, for his generous 

support and understanding of our work. 

Dr Zoran Milošević, Principal Research Fellow 

MA Dajana Lazarević 


