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PREFACE

The edited volume Echoes of  Echoes of  Europe: Cultural Transfer Europe – 
Serbia in the Kingdom of  Yugoslavia provides a comprehensive overview of  the 
complex processes of  cultural exchange and transfer between Europe and 
the Kingdom of  Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes (1918–1929), later renamed 
the Kingdom of  Yugoslavia (1929–1941). The collection of  essays aims 
to add to our understanding of  cultural transfer as a multidisciplinary 
phenomenon, including the domains of  history, politics, literature, reli-
gion, sociology, economics, and popular culture. The proposed volume is 
a result of  a larger project called “Cultural Transfer Europe-Serbia from 
the 19th to 21st Centuries – CTES,” supported by the Science Fund of  
the Republic of  Serbia and its IDEAS program.

The volume brings new perspectives on cultural transfer by expand-
ing the concept of  cultural transfer beyond its usual understanding as a 
one-way street, with the influence of  dominant European centers radiat-
ing to peripheral regions. It presents cultural transfer as a diverse and 
dynamic process, in which the Kingdom of  Yugoslavia not only received 
European cultural trends but also adapted, transformed, and recontex-
tualized them within its unique social and political landscape. By includ-
ing a wide range of  case studies—from the influence of  British fashion 
and French literature to the role of  Russian émigrés, national minority 
policies, new religious communities, and the impact of  advertising—this 
volume showcases a number of  cultural interactions. Each chapter pro-
vides an in-depth analysis of  the specific instances of  cultural transfer, 
revealing how these exchanges influenced Yugoslav society at various lev-
els, from high culture to everyday life. The interwar period is particularly 
relevant because it saw the shaping of  the new state after World War I 
and forging a new identity for the ethnically, religiously, and linguistical-
ly diverse Yugoslav monarchy. Cultural transfer played a significant role 
in these identity-building processes. As the contributions in the volume 
show, in this period, cultural transfer from Europe played a prominent 
role in shaping political ideologies, education trends, artistic production, 
minority issues, the religious landscape, and social practices. A number 
of  countries contributed to cultural transfer in the interwar years, most 
notably France, Germany, Italy, and the United Kingdom, as well as some 
countries whose international influence has rarely been the focus of  cul-
tural transfer research, e.g., the Scandinavian countries. The chapters 
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in the volume add to the debate on the influences of  specific countries 
and the transformations that emerged in this period. It was then that the 
Kingdom of  Yugoslavia became more involved in transnational networks 
such as the Freemasons, Rotary International, and international religious 
organizations, and this involvement is one of  the aspects that the contri-
butions in the volume focus on. All chapters in the volume shed light on 
a specific element of  cultural transfer dynamics not previously explored 
in scholarship. The volume is divided into four parts covering different 
aspects of  cultural transfers in the interwar years.

Bringing together scholars from diverse academic disciplines, this ed-
ited volume approaches various phenomena from a wide range of  per-
spectives, including history, literature, sociology, economics, and cultural 
studies, aiming to provide a holistic view of  cultural transfer. This inter-
disciplinary approach allows for a more comprehensive understanding of  
how different types of  cultural flows and trends intersected and interact-
ed, providing new insights into the cultural, political, and social history of  
interwar Europe.

By approaching the study of  interwar cultural transfer from an inter-
disciplinary perspective, the book introduces new theoretical frameworks 
and methodologies for studying cultural transfer. It emphasizes the impor-
tance of  taking into account the local context in which cultural transfers 
unfold, arguing that such exchanges are not merely passive receptions but 
a two-way process. Our research draws on the definition of  cultural trans-
fer proposed by historian Wolfgang Schmale, who uses cultural transfer as 
an umbrella term, distinguishing it from the concepts of  influence, recep-
tion, and assimilation and highlighting the dynamic nature of  the cultural 
transfer concept. This concept underscores that cultures are not static and 
cultural boundaries are not rigid but dynamic, bringing transformative 
cultural change. We also use the concept of  “entangled history” and the 
histoire croisée approach to contextualize the interplay between societies 
and cultures.

This volume hopes to make a significant contribution to Balkan stud-
ies, European history, cultural studies, and international relations. Its in-
novative approach to cultural transfer, combined with its interdisciplinary 
scope and broad range of  case studies, will appeal to academic publish-
ers looking to expand their offerings in these areas. The proposed vol-
ume’s focus on underexplored aspects of  European and Yugoslav history 
provides fresh insights that will engage scholars and students alike. The 
target audience for this edited volume includes scholars, researchers, and 
students of  Balkan studies, European history, cultural studies, cultural an-
thropology, and political science. It may also attract readers interested in 
transnationalism studies. As it employs an interdisciplinary approach and 
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offers contributions based on new research, the volume would be a valu-
able addition to academic courses on European history, Balkan studies, 
cultural theory, and international relations.

The volume’s focus on the cultural dynamics between Europe and 
the Kingdom of  Yugoslavia in the interwar period makes it a suitable 
addition to the series of  collection of  papers published within the CTES 
project, four of  which are in English. Insight into the interwar Western 
influences on the newly established Kingdom of  SHS/Yugoslavia and its 
remarkably complex and diverse society provides an interesting analytical 
angle.

Editors  
Aleksandra Djurić Milovanović

Ivana Pantelić



329

SOURCES OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Cover page:
The building of  the Belgrade Stock Exchange

A. Digital databases:
Internet Archive
www.archive.org
Digital National Library of  Serbia
https://digitalna.nb.rs/
IKGS Photo Archives
https://www.ikgs.de/archiv/
Library Srboljub Mitić
https://www.bsmmc.rs/
Museum of  Theatrical Arts of  Serbia
https://mpus.org.rs/zbirke/fotografije/
Wikimedia Commons
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page

B. Published sources:
Babac, Dušan, Bojana Popović, Tijana Borić. Modern Belgrade 1918-1941. Belgrade: 

Data Status, 2024.
Jeffery, Reginald W., The New Europe 1789–1889. London: Constable and Co., 1911.
Rado, Mirko, and Josif  Mayor, Istorija novosadskih Jevreja [History of  the Jews of  Novi 

Sad], Tel Aviv, 1972 (2nd enl. ed., 1st ed. 1930).
Résultats Définitifs du Recensement de la Population du 31 mars 1931, livre II: Pop-

ulation de fait par confessions. Belgrade: Imprimerie Nationale, 1938.
Temperley, Harold W. V., History of  Serbia. London: G. Bell and Sons, 1917.

C. Periodicals:
Anglo-Yugoslav Review
Beogradske Opštinske Novine [Belgrade Municipal Newspaper]
Ilustrovani List – Nedelja [Illustrated Weekly Paper]
Le Figaro
Jugoslovenski Rotar [Yugoslav Rotarian]
Politika
Šestar [Compass]

http://www.archive.org/
https://digitalna.nb.rs/
https://www.ikgs.de/archiv/
https://www.bsmmc.rs/
https://mpus.org.rs/zbirke/fotografije/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page


	 Echoes of  Europe: Cultural Transfer Europe-Serbia in the Kingdom of  Yugoslavia

330

The Times
Žena i svet [The Woman and World]

D. Public Library
Library of  the City of  Belgrade

E. Private collections
S. G. Markovich, Dušan Babac, Angela Ilić, Aleksandra Djurić Milovanović, the 

Royal Palace Foundation, the Seventh Day Adventist Church in Belgrade.



331

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Petar S. Ćurčić, MA, is a Research Assistant at the Institute of  Euro-
pean Studies (Belgrade, Serbia) and a master historian. He completed his 
BA and MA academic studies in history at the Faculty of  Philosophy of  
the University of  Belgrade in 2019 and 2020 and is currently pursuing a 
doctoral degree at the same faculty, with his dissertation entitled “Werner 
Sombart – Historian of  Capitalism.” Beyond his doctoral research, his 
academic interests include external and domestic policies of  the Federal 
Republic of  Germany, imagology, the critical examination of  German 
travelogues on Serbia, and the history of  social and economic thought. 
ORCID 0000-0002-1392-4427

Dr Gordana Djerić is a Principal Research Fellow at the Institute of  
European Studies. She graduated from the Faculty of  Philology, Univer-
sity of  Belgrade (1992) and received her master’s degree in Interdisci-
plinary Anthropology from the Faculty of  Philosophy, University of  Bel-
grade (1996), where she earned her Ph.D. in Anthropology (2004). Her 
area of  expertise is the phenomenon of  stereotype, which she explored 
within the framework of  studies of  discourse, imagology, and semantics, 
as well as in the concepts of  cultural intimacy and cultural memory. She 
has published over seventy scholarly texts and six books and edited three 
thematic collections of  papers. 
ORCID 0000-0003-1354-7470

Aleksandra Djordjević is a PhD student in Cultural and Media Stud-
ies at the Faculty of  Political Science (FPS) of  the University of  Belgrade. 
She holds an MA in Cultural Studies from FPS. Her research interests 
include studies of  culture and the artistic accomplishments of  Russian 
émigrés in interwar Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia. She is also interested 
in the influence of  digital media on professional musical education.

Nadja Djurić earned her degrees in French Language and Literature 
and Serbian Literature and Language with Comparative Literature from 
the Faculty of  Philology, University of  Belgrade. With the support of  a 
French Government scholarship, she pursued her Master 2 studies at Sor-
bonne Nouvelle University – Paris 3, specializing in General and Com-
parative Literature. Following this, she worked as a teaching assistant at 
the Department of  General and Comparative Literature at Sorbonne 
Nouvelle University. Currently, she is a lecturer at the Department of  



	 Echoes of  Europe: Cultural Transfer Europe-Serbia in the Kingdom of  Yugoslavia

332

French Language and Literature at the Faculty of  Philology, Universi-
ty of  Belgrade. Nadja Djurić is preparing a doctoral dissertation on the 
performativity of  family narratives in the family trilogies of  Marguerite 
Yourcenar and Danilo Kiš. Her research focuses on the 19th and 20th-
century French novel, the contemporary French novel, and literary con-
nections between Serbian and French literature.

Dr. Aleksandra Djurić Milovanović holds a PhD in Ethnology and 
Anthropology. She is a Principal Research Fellow at the Institute for Balkan 
Studies of  the Serbian Academy of  Sciences and Arts (SASA) and a Pro-
ject Coordinator at the International Dialogue Centre KAICIID in Lisbon. 
Her main scholarly interests include religious minorities, interreligious dia-
logue, religious and human rights, and migration studies. She is a member 
of  the Committee for National Minorities at SASA. Her publications in-
clude the monographs The Untold Journey of  the Nazarene Emigration from Yugo-
slavia to North America (Lexington Books, 2024) and Double Minorities in Serbia: 
Distinctive Aspects of  Religion and Ethnicity of  Romanians in Vojvodina  (Institute 
for Balkan Studies, 2015) and the edited volumes Orthodox Christian Renewal 
Movements in Eastern Europe (Palgrave Macmillan, 2017), and New Cultural and 
Political Perspectives on Serbian-Romanian Relations (Peter Lang, 2024). 
ORCID 0000-0003-0557-3994

Dr. Dušan Fundić is a Research Associate at the Institute for Balkan 
Studies of  the Serbian Academy of  Sciences and Arts. He published a 
book titled Austria-Hungary and the Emergence of  Albania (1896–1914), ex-
ploring the nexus between great power politics and nation-building pro-
cesses. During 2022–2022, he was a team member of  the project The 
Serbian Right-Wing Parties and Intellectuals in the Kingdom of  Yugoslavia, 1934-
1941, focusing on the aspects of  Yugoslav nation-building and the views 
on national minorities in the Serbian right-wing politics and ideologies. 
The project resulted in an edited volume of  the same name. He also co-
edited a volume on a similar subject titled Right-wing Politics in Interwar 
Southeastern Europe: Between Conservatism and Fascism. 
ORCID 0000-0002-7675-5624

Dr. Aleksandar Gajić holds a PhD in Legal and Political Sciences. He 
is a Principal Research Fellow at the Institute of  European Studies in Bel-
grade. He previously worked in journalism and the judiciary and prac-
ticed law. His scholarly research and professional interests focus on social 
and legal-political theory, international relations, geopolitics, and culture 
studies. He is the author or editor of  18 monographs, over 140 academic 
papers, and two novels. Aleksandar Gajić is a member of  Matica Srpska 
and its permanent associate for cultural studies and social theory issues. 
He also worked (2017–2023) as a professor at the Faculty of  Law and 



Notes on Contributors	

333

Business Studies „Dr Lazar Vrkatić“ in Novi Sad, where he taught Secu-
rity Theories and International Security and International Relations at 
the Department of  Security Studies.
ORCID 0000-0002-3873-0231

Marko Galić graduated in 2019 from the Department of  Sociology at 
the Faculty of  Political Science, University of  Banja Luka. As an MA stu-
dent at the University of  Belgrade, he participated in the Erasmus Plus 
student exchange program, spending one semester at the University of  
Göttingen, Germany. Galić defended his master’s thesis entitled “Applica-
tion of  the Narrative Method in the Study of  Conversion to Protestantism: 
A Case Study of  Bosnia and Herzegovina.” He continued his PhD stud-
ies at the Department of  Ethnology and Anthropology, University of  Bel-
grade. Since 2023, he has been employed as a Junior Research Assistant 
at the Institute for Balkan Studies, Serbian Academy of  Sciences and Arts. 
ORCID 0009-0006-1648-9463

Dr. Perica Hadži-Jovančić graduated from the Department of  His-
tory at the University of  Belgrade and received his PhD in history from 
the University of  Cambridge. He is a Research Fellow at Gerda Henkel 
Stiftung (Germany) and a Visiting Research Fellow at the University Col-
lege Dublin (Ireland). His latest publication, The Third Reich and Yugoslavia: 
An Economy of  Fear, 1933-1941, was published by Bloomsbury in 2020.

Dr. habil. Angela Ilić is a Research Associate at the Institute for German 
Culture and History of  Southeastern Europe at Ludwig-Maximilians Uni-
versity in Munich and a lecturer in Eastern European History at Johannes 
Gutenberg University in Mainz. Her research interests include Southeast 
European history, national and religious identity building, and minorities in 
Central and Southeastern Europe – topics she has widely published and lec-
tured on. She earned an MA in European Studies with a focus on Eastern 
European history at Katholieke Universiteit in Leuven, Belgium, and com-
pleted her PhD at Temple University in Philadelphia. Her latest monograph 
from 2024 examines local identity-building processes in the towns of  Mari-
bor and Rijeka in the late Habsburg period. She is the author of  two other 
monographs and editor or co-editor of  numerous other volumes. Dr. Ilić 
currently leads several projects aimed at researching and preserving through 
digitization various aspects of  German culture in Southeastern Europe. 
ORCID 0000-0002-9949-018X

Prof. Slobodan G. Markovich, MBE, is a Full Professor of  Political and 
Cultural Anthropology and Political History of  SEE at the Faculty of  Po-
litical Science, Belgrade, and the Institute of  European Studies. His books, 
edited volumes, and studies explore British-Balkan relations and cultural 



	 Echoes of  Europe: Cultural Transfer Europe-Serbia in the Kingdom of  Yugoslavia

334

transfer Europe-Serbia. He has also published works on Sigmund Freud 
and psychoanalytic anthropology and has an interest in the history of  Eu-
ropean pessimism. He has been the head of  the Centre for British Studies/
FPS since its inception in 2017 and at LSE IDEAS since 2019. Since 2022, 
he has served as the head of  the project “Cultural Transfer Europe-Serbia 
from the 19th to the 21st Century – CTES.” In 2023, he was a Krzysztof  
Michalski Fellow at the Institute for Humanistic Sciences (IWM) in Vienna. 
He is a member of  the Academy of  Europe (Academia Europaea). 
ORCID 0000-0003-3784-156X

Prof. Sanja Mitić is a Full Professor at the Faculty of  Economics, Univer-
sity of  Belgrade. The main areas of  her interest and research are interna-
tional marketing, export business, media marketing, and food marketing. She 
teaches International Marketing at the undergraduate level and the post-
graduate courses Export Business and International Marketing Management 
(MA program) and International Business (PhD program). She is a member 
of  the Scientific Society of  Serbian Economists, the Serbian Marketing As-
sociation, and the European Marketing Association. She has published more 
than 60 research papers and two books. She is the author and co-author of  
more than ten chapters in international and domestic monographs.
ORCID: 0000-0003-1365-273X

Prof. Dušan Mojić holds MA and PhD degrees from the Faculty of  
Economics of  the University of  Belgrade. He is a Full Professor at the 
Department of  Sociology at the Faculty of  Philosophy of  the Univer-
sity of  Belgrade. He is a team member of  several local and international 
projects. He has been a member of  the Editorial Board of  the journal 
Sociologija for many years. Since 2013, he has taught courses in Sociology 
and Sociology of  Free Time for undergraduate students at the Faculty of  
Economics of  the University of  Belgrade. 
ORCID 0000-0002-8571-3223 

Prof. Galjina Ognjanov is a Full Professor at the Faculty of  Econom-
ics University of  Belgrade. She has been engaged as a researcher and a 
consultant in business economics and management, as well as media mar-
ket and labour market studies. Her main research interests cover history 
of  advertising, consumer attitudes, ethnic advertising, media market, me-
dia business, media branding, history of  public relations and crisis com-
munications, food marketing and collective bargaining. She presented her 
papers at numerous national and international conferences and published 
in well-respected peer review journals, books and collections of  essays in 
Serbian as well as in English. She authored three books and co-authored 
two books published in Serbian.
ORCID 0000-0002-4102-1567



Notes on Contributors	

335

Dr. Ivana Pantelić is a Senior Research Associate at the Institute of  
Contemporary History in Belgrade. She holds a BA in history, an MA 
in social anthropology, and a PhD in history from the Faculty of  Phi-
losophy, University of  Belgrade. Her research focuses on social history, 
especially women’s emancipation in Serbia and Yugoslavia. Pantelić has 
authored books on the social emancipation of  women Partisans in post-
war Yugoslavia, and Jovanka Broz’s public image and representation. 
She is a co-author of  books about diaries from the Second World War 
and a book about the twenty most important women in 20th-century 
Serbian history. Her books include Uspon i pad prve drugarice Jugoslavije 
(Rise and Fall of  the First Lady of  Yugoslavia 1952-2013), Belgrade, 2018, 
and Partizanke kao građanke, 1945-1953 (Female Partisans as Citizens, 1945-
1953), Belgrade, 2011.
ORCID 0000-0002-1286-563X

Dr. Jovica Pavlović is a Research Associate at the Institute of  European 
Studies in Belgrade. He graduated from the Department of  Political Sci-
ence at Stockholm University, where he also earned an MA in Political 
Science. He completed his doctoral studies at the Faculty of  Political Sci-
ence, Belgrade. In addition to the project “Cultural Transfer Europe-Ser-
bia from the 19th to the 21st Century,” he is currently involved in several 
other research projects, such as “Harnessing Local Potential – Commu-
nity-Led Strategies for Sustainable Heating in the Western Balkans.” He 
has published numerous scholarly papers on interethnic relations, identity 
politics, and the right to self-determination, as well as several works on 
media freedom and green politics in Balkan countries. 
ORCID 0000-0003-1477-7665

Nikola Tucakov, MA, is a Junior Research Assistant at the Institute of  
European Studies in Belgrade and a PhD candidate at the Faculty of  Po-
litical Sciences, University of  Belgrade. He holds an MA in Political Stud-
ies from the Faculty of  Media and Communications, Singidunum Uni-
versity, as well as a double MA in Human Rights and Democracy from 
the Universities of  Bologna and Sarajevo. He is a recipient of  the Global 
Campus of  Human Rights Thesis Award for his master’s thesis Machin-
ery of  Celebration: Mapping the Ceremonial Apparatus of  Republika Srpska, pub-
lished in 2022. His principal fields of  research include nationalism studies, 
national movements in the 19th and 20th centuries, history of  political 
thought, minority political movements, and Jewish studies. 
ORCID 0009-0008-8738-2588

Stefan Žarić is a fashion historian and a PhD candidate at the Depart-
ment of  English at the Faculty of  Philosophy in Novi Sad, where he stud-
ies fashion, visual, and material culture in early modern England, focusing 



	 Echoes of  Europe: Cultural Transfer Europe-Serbia in the Kingdom of  Yugoslavia

336

on Shakespeare’s tragedies. He curated the first high fashion exhibition 
in the region (Jean-Paul Gaultier) and has authored numerous scholarly 
and journalistic texts on the history and museology of  fashion. For his re-
search work, he has received various awards and scholarships both in Ser-
bia and abroad (USA, Estonia, UK, Japan), including the Pavle Beljanski 
Memorial Collection Award for the best master’s thesis in art history on 
the topic of  fashion illustrations by Milena Pavlović Barili. 
ORCID 0009-0002-4215-4975



Reviewers
Dr Eric Beckett Weaver, Univesity of Debrecen
Prof. Vladimir Gvozden, University of Novi Sad 

Prof. Wolfgang Schmale, Vienna

Proofreading
Miljana Protić

Executive Publisher and Print
Dosije Studio, Belgrade

Graphic design
Svetislav Todorovic

Lay-out 
Zoran Grac, Dosije Studio, Belgrade

Cover Design
Svetislav Todorović

Print run
400

ISBN 978-86-7494-183-6 (ZBW)



CIP – Каталогизација у публикацији – 
Народна библиотека Србије, Београд
316.7(4:497.1)“1918/1941“(082) 
930.85(4:497.1)“1918/1941“(082)
      ECHOES of  Europe : cultural transfer Europe-Serbia 
in the Kingdom of  Yugoslavia / Edited by Aleksandra Djurić 
Milovanović and Ivana Pantelić. – Belgrade : Institute of  
European Studies : Zepter Book World, 2025 (Beograd : 
Dosije Studio). – 336, XXIV str. : ilustr. ; 24 cm
Tiraž 400. – Notes on contributors: str. 331–336. – Str. 7–9: 
Preface / editors. – Napomene i bibliografske reference uz 
tekst. – Bibliografija uz svaki rad.
ISBN 978-86-7494-183-6 (ZBW)
а) Култура -- Европски утицаји -- Југославија (1929–1941) 
-- Зборници  
б) Култура -- Европски утицаји -- Краљевина Срба, 
Хрвата и Словенаца -- Зборници  
в) Културни процеси -- Зборници  
г) Културна политика -- Зборници
COBISS.SR-ID 163385865 


