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PREFACE

The edited volume Echoes of Echoes of Europe: Cultural Transfer Europe —
Serbia in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia provides a comprehensive overview of the
complex processes of cultural exchange and transfer between Europe and
the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes (1918-1929), later renamed
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia (1929-1941). The collection of essays aims
to add to our understanding of cultural transfer as a multidisciplinary
phenomenon, including the domains of history, politics, literature, reli-
glon, sociology, economics, and popular culture. The proposed volume is
a result of a larger project called “Cultural Transfer Europe-Serbia from
the 19% to 21% Centuries — CTES,” supported by the Science Fund of
the Republic of Serbia and its IDEAS program.

The volume brings new perspectives on cultural transfer by expand-
ing the concept of cultural transfer beyond its usual understanding as a
one-way street, with the influence of dominant European centers radiat-
ing to peripheral regions. It presents cultural transfer as a diverse and
dynamic process, in which the Kingdom of Yugoslavia not only received
European cultural trends but also adapted, transformed, and recontex-
tualized them within its unique social and political landscape. By includ-
ing a wide range of case studies—from the influence of British fashion
and French literature to the role of Russian émigrés, national minority
policies, new religious communities, and the impact of advertising—this
volume showcases a number of cultural interactions. Each chapter pro-
vides an in-depth analysis of the specific instances of cultural transfer,
revealing how these exchanges influenced Yugoslav society at various lev-
els, from high culture to everyday life. The interwar period 1s particularly
relevant because it saw the shaping of the new state after World War I
and forging a new identity for the ethnically, religiously, and linguistical-
ly diverse Yugoslav monarchy. Cultural transfer played a significant role
in these identity-building processes. As the contributions in the volume
show, in this period, cultural transfer from Europe played a prominent
role in shaping political ideologies, education trends, artistic production,
minority issues, the religious landscape, and social practices. A number
of countries contributed to cultural transfer in the interwar years, most
notably France, Germany, Italy, and the United Kingdom, as well as some
countries whose international influence has rarely been the focus of cul-
tural transfer research, e.g, the Scandinavian countries. The chapters
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in the volume add to the debate on the influences of specific countries
and the transformations that emerged in this period. It was then that the
Kingdom of Yugoslavia became more involved in transnational networks
such as the Freemasons, Rotary International, and international religious
organizations, and this involvement is one of the aspects that the contri-
butions in the volume focus on. All chapters in the volume shed light on
a specific element of cultural transfer dynamics not previously explored
in scholarship. The volume is divided into four parts covering different
aspects of cultural transfers in the interwar years.

Bringing together scholars from diverse academic disciplines, this ed-
ited volume approaches various phenomena from a wide range of per-
spectives, including history, literature, sociology, economics, and cultural
studies, aiming to provide a holistic view of cultural transfer. This inter-
disciplinary approach allows for a more comprehensive understanding of
how different types of cultural flows and trends intersected and interact-
ed, providing new insights into the cultural, political, and social history of
interwar Europe.

By approaching the study of interwar cultural transfer from an inter-
disciplinary perspective, the book introduces new theoretical frameworks
and methodologies for studying cultural transfer. It emphasizes the impor-
tance of taking into account the local context in which cultural transfers
unfold, arguing that such exchanges are not merely passive receptions but
a two-way process. Our research draws on the definition of cultural trans-
fer proposed by historian Wolfgang Schmale, who uses cultural transfer as
an umbrella term, distinguishing it from the concepts of influence, recep-
tion, and assimilation and highlighting the dynamic nature of the cultural
transfer concept. This concept underscores that cultures are not static and
cultural boundaries are not rigid but dynamic, bringing transformative
cultural change. We also use the concept of “entangled history” and the
histoire croisée approach to contextualize the interplay between societies
and cultures.

This volume hopes to make a significant contribution to Balkan stud-
ies, European history, cultural studies, and international relations. Its in-
novative approach to cultural transfer, combined with its interdisciplinary
scope and broad range of case studies, will appeal to academic publish-
ers looking to expand their offerings in these areas. The proposed vol-
ume’s focus on underexplored aspects of European and Yugoslav history
provides fresh insights that will engage scholars and students alike. The
target audience for this edited volume includes scholars, researchers, and
students of Balkan studies, European history, cultural studies, cultural an-
thropology, and political science. It may also attract readers interested in
transnationalism studies. As it employs an interdisciplinary approach and
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offers contributions based on new research, the volume would be a valu-
able addition to academic courses on European history, Balkan studies,
cultural theory, and international relations.

The volume’s focus on the cultural dynamics between Europe and
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia in the interwar period makes it a suitable
addition to the series of collection of papers published within the CTES
project, four of which are in English. Insight into the interwar Western
influences on the newly established Kingdom of SHS/Yugoslavia and its
remarkably complex and diverse society provides an interesting analytical
angle.

Editors
Aleksandra Djuri¢ Milovanovi¢

Ivana Pantelié
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