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Abstract:

Elias Meniates is strong proof of the will of the Greeks of
the 17t and the beginning of the 18 century to be liberated
from the Turkish yoke. Indeed, although the topics of his
speeches are mainly moral, they nevertheless had as their
broader goal the self-consciousness of the Orthodox and
the understanding of their difference. In this perspective,
the great ecclesiastical orator raises other issues, such as
the freedom and the resurrection of the Greek nation.

The connection of religious faith with freedom was one of
the elements on which he emphasized directly or indirectly
in his sermons. In particular, he argued that, as infidelity and
sin led to enslavement, so faith combined with the right way
of life would lead to freedom. For Meniates, the mediation
of Virgin Mary plays a decisive role in the liberation of the
Greeks. The Venetian-Turkish war of 1684-1699 enabled the
Greeks to revolt against the Turks. This fact made Meniates
see the Venetians as liberators of the Greeks and not as new
conquerors. In his eulogies to the Venetian high-ranking
officials, which he uttered in Italian, he distinguishes the
Greeks from the Venetians, although he considers that they
are both in the same camp.

Bishop Elias Meniates lived and wrote about the freedom
of the Greeks before the Enlightenment, without being
influenced by its ideas like many of his successors. On the
contrary, based on the previous tradition, he contributed
decisively to the preservation of the Greekness of the slaves
and to their preparation for the liberation struggle. Later, he
was described as a national apostle, a fact that proves the
recognition of his contribution to the spiritual guidance of
the Greeks during the years of the Ottoman rule.
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INTRODUCTION

The fall of Constantinople in 1453 signified the end of the Eastern Roman Empire and
the starting point of efforts for a rearrangement of Greek plans, subsequently aiming
at its reinstitution and the liberation of the Greek nation. From that time onwards the
Greek nation would either participate in wars against the Turks or organize revolutions,
climaxing with the 1821 Revolution and the acknowledgement of Greek independence
in 1833. During the centuries of submission the organization of struggles against the
Turks would require strenuous and continuous efforts that would gradually transform
the subjugated Romioi into Modern Greeks.” Such a preparation was primarily of an
ideological nature and, to a lesser extent, material, with important men of letters trying to
instill their enslaved compatriots with the belief of the necessity of a struggle for liberation.
Most of them were directly or indirectly associated with the Ecumenical Patriarchate,?
and, as of the 18th century, were joined by the representatives of the Modern Greek
Enlightenment. In any case, the emphasis needs to be placed less on the organizers
of the revolution as such and more on the books and other activities that eventually
contributed to the success of the 1821 Revolution.

One of the above mentioned ideological instigators of the Greek Revolution was
Elias Meniates, born in Lixouri or St. George’s Castle in Cephalonia,® in 1669. His parents
were Frangiskos Meniates, chief priest and a nobleman of Cephalonia, and Morezia
Peristianou.* At the age of ten he boarded the Flanginian School, whose direction he
assumed at the age of nineteen. His good education, physical qualities and preaching
soon made him widely known. As a result of his wide acknowledgement, he undertook
ecclesiastical and other missions for both the Ecumenical Patriarchate and Venice.> In
1710 he was elected bishop of Kernitsa and Kalavryta, but in 1714 he died of exhaustion.

The following are some of Meniates’ main works: 1. Aéayal kat Adyot. 2. lNétpa
okavddAou, fitol Stacapnalg thg dpxfic kai th¢ aitiag Tod ayloparog T@v §Uo EKKANGLAVY,
Avatolfi¢ kai AUOEWC, UETA TWV TTEVTE SLapwvouo@v Slapopdv. 3. Some sermons in Italian.
His Atéayal kat Adyot was published twenty five times in Greek, Rumanian, Bulgarian and
Turkish in the course of the 18™ and 19 centuries, while his létpa okavédAou was trans-
lated into Serbian.® The publication history of Meniates’ works is proof of his popularity,
as well as his geographically wide prestige.

Glukatzi-Ahrweiler 2016, 59.

2 Hadjifotis 1985, 15.

3 Most researchers accept Lixouri as Elias Meniates’ place of birth. See, for example: Borovilos 2013, 8;
Christou, 2003, 298; Patrinelis 1965, 32. Tasoula Markomihelaki has expressed the view that Elias Meniates
was born in «tdéAwv Kepalnviags, that is, in St. George's Castle, the island'’s capital as late as 1757: see
Markomihelaki 2020, 17-18.

4 Tasoula Markomihelaki’s recent and most extensive text covers sufficiently all data relating to Elias

Meniates’ life and works: see Markomihelaki 2020, 11-148.

Couloumbis 1969, 432 ff.

6 On the repeated publications of his Atsayatl kat Adyol, see Patrinelis 1965, 36. On translations of is

works from Greek to Serbian, see Ramazanova 2018, 134-178. On translations of his works from Greek

to Bulgarian, see Mladenova 2014, 519-551.
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As a result of Meniates’ increased popularity, both during the Ottoman occupation
and in the mid 20*" century, quite a few general works on him have appeared, as well as
certain specialized studies,” some of which focuse on the rhetoric of his AiSayai kat Adyor.®
Moreover, certain theses have recently been written in the context of post gradual studies
(either at the Master’s or Doctoral level) focusing on the works and theological thought
of this great ecclesiastical orator.? Nevertheless, we believe that the work of this great
theologian of the period of the Ottoman occupation still remains largely unknown. In
this context, we shall attempt to answer the following questions: what were Meniates’
beliefs on freedom, and what was his contribution to the preparation of subjugated
Greeks for their struggles against the Turks.

Awdayatl kat Adyot

Elias Meniates’ most popular work, his Adayal kat Adyo,'® includes his most famous
reference to the resurrection of the Greek nation, appearing in his second panegyric
sermon and delivered at the age of nineteen, on 25 March 1688, at the Flanginian School
in Venice, in his capacity as a clergyman and its director.” The liveliness and fervor of
the relevant passage makes one wonder about his decision to deliver it on the day of
the celebration of the Annunciation. Could it be just a coincidence that 133 years later
the official declaration of the Greek Revolution took place on that same day? We deem
it not, on the hypothesis that in the passage under discussion Meniates has followed the
tendency of subjugated Greeks to associate the angel’s announcement of the joyous
message to Virgin Mary with the joyous expectancy of their liberation from the Turks.
The semantic association of the religious event with that expectancy and the analogy
between the future ontological liberation and the national, as well as religious libera-
tion of the Greek nation were sources of inspiration for both Elias Meniates and the
revolutionaries of 1821. In fact, in both cases the role of the Virgin Mary was considered
decisive, as indeed it was.

7 For example, see the following: Markomihelaki 2020, 13-148; Gritsopoulos Oct.-Dec. 1969, 559-576;
Laourdas 1969, 50-57.

8 Such as, for example, the following: Kasinis 1999; Gousidis 1969, 336-344. Papadopoulos Apr.-june 1965,
305-318.
Such as, for example, the following: Malliaris 2019; Selevou 2014; Karamberis 2014; Gerogianni 1997.

10 This work is usually referred to as AtSayai kat Adyot. However, its full title in its original edition, to which
references in this article are made, is the following: «AIAAXAI Eig tr)v Aylav kal MeydAnv Teooapakootnyv,
Kal el GAAag émiorpoug Eoptag, META KAI TINQN MANHIYPIKQN AOTQN Fuvtebeloatl pév kat
ekpwvnBeloal U Tol TToTte OsoPeotatou Kepvikng kal KahaBputwv év Melomovvriow ETILOKOTIOU
kupiou HAIOY MHNIATH TOY KEDGAAAHNIEQS Ek TTOAGV 8¢ T autold SuokataAnmtwy altooxediwv
oUMexBeTloal Kal éktuntwBeloat TAelotn EmtpeAeia omoudiy kat Samdvn @PATKIZKOY IEPEQY MHNIATH
Mpwtomand Kepahnviag, kat atpog tod pnbévtog aepxLepEWG. Kal TOlG EKAQUTIpOTATOLG BpXOUOL TG
év Kealnvig MEPIBAEMTOY ZYTKAHTOY KAI MOAITEIAZ tap’ autod éplepwBeloal» (Venice: Antonio
Bortoli, 1716) (henceforth to be mentioned as HAlag Mnvidtng, ASayai kat Adyot).

11 «AUTn €knpuxOn eig Bevetiav. axmn’'. Maptiw 25, évtog autod tpo@ipou &v T@ PAayywilavy
®povtiotnpiw», HAlag Mnvidtng, Adayal kat Adyot, 415. On the Flanginian School in Venice, see
Zaharopoulos 1983, 63-64.
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Meniates senses the Virgin Mary’s decisive role and, therefore, at the end of his
aforementioned sermon asks for her protection and assistance for the preservation of
the God loving army, as well as the persecution and extermination of the ungodly tyrant,
that is, the Ottomans.’ The army referred to by Meniates is none other than that of
Venice, which had been fighting the Turks under the supreme command of Francesco
Morosini in the course of the Ottoman-Venetian War of 1684-1699." Venetian successes
at the time had caused a stir among the Greek people, extending their revolutionary
activities as far as Epirus and the coast of Macedonia. In this contest, Meniates identified
with the revolutionaries, viewing the Venetians as strong allies in the efforts of Greeks to
liberate themselves from the Turks. This was due to the fact that he perceived Venetian
policies in the East, aiming at eliminating Muslim power, as a necessary and sufficient
condition for the materialization of the dream of the resurrection of the Greek nation.™
With this perspective in mind, at the end of his sermon he pleads with the Virgin Mary
to provide the Doge of Venice with the power to completely wipe out the crescent of
the murderous and bloodthirsty barbarians, so that the light of the life giving mystical
Sun, that is Christ, may shine all over the world.™

However, earlier on Meniates expresses his indignation for the miserable state of
the noble Greek nation, resulting from the insufferable servitude under the barbaric
Turks, in the form of questions-pleadings to the Virgin Mary.'® The relevant passage is
an almost verbatim quotation from the Techne rhetorike of the Cretan scholar (a Uniate
Roman Catholic) Frankiskos Skoufos (1644-1697)."” In this correlation it is interesting to
notice Meniates’ indignation on the occupation of the Holy Lands by the Muslim Turks.
This interest of his echoes a request of Greeks in the West, dating to the time of Cardinal
Bessarion, for the organization of a Crusade that would liberate the lands of the Eastern
Roman Empire as well as the Holy Lands from the Turks.™

In his effort to secure the Virgin Mary’s intervention, Meniates begs her to remem-
ber that the Greek nation was the first to convert to Christianity, producing martyrs for
this faith.' The falseness of the first part of his claim seems to fade vis-a-vis the truth
of the second.

12 «Kal GAAo S&v EmBUP® Ao €0€ TIapa TV AuaxoV oou Tipootaciav Tpog Borndelav kal cuvtrpnow
100 pL\oxplotou otpatod, Tpog SLwypov Kal €EoAdBpeucty Tol avtiBéou Tupdvvous, HAlag Mnvidtng,
Asayal kat Adyot, 414.

13 On the Ottoman-Venetian War of 1684-1699, see Vakalopoulos 1991, 81-82.

14 Couloumbis 1969, 433.

15 «A®oe TdéonV SuvapLy Tod eV0EBECTATOU NPV AOUKOG TGV EVETMV évavtiov TV AvBpwITOKTOVWY Kal
atpoBopwv BapBapwy, Gote 6ToL va oBNoBi tehelwg To P& Tol peyyapiou, va Aaudn iepLocotepoV
100 puotikoU HAlou 1) {woTttolog aktiva. va e€amAwBi €l Tov kdopov 6Aov 1 Suvapig tod Ztaupod, Kal
va §0&aobfj amod 6Aoug To GyLlov cou dvopa», HAlag Mnviatng, Asayai kat Adyot, 415.

16 «’Ewg TIOTE, TTavakrpate Kopn, to tplodBALov Mévog Tiv EAAAVwY €xeL va eUplokeTal €l Ta Seopd pLag
avurtopoprtou Souleiag; “Ewg Tote va tol Tatfi Tov elyevikov Aatpov 6 BapBapog OpdE; Ewg mtdte
gxouaL va BacAevwvtal dmod AULoo QeyydpL ol XWPEG EKETVEG €L¢ TAG OTIOLAG AVETELAEV £L¢ AvBpwTIivnV
HOP@IV ATo TNV fyLacpévNV 00U yaotepa O HUOTLKOG TG Atkatoolvng HALog;», HAlag Mnvidtng, Abayal
Kkat Adyot, 414.

17 Skoufos 1681, 371-372.

18 On Cardinal Bessarion and his efforts to organize a Crusade against the Turks, see Baloglou 2016, 68 ff.
See also Maras 2016, 210-211.

19 HAlag Mnvidtng, Adayal kat Adyot, 414.
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In fact, in order to substantiate his claims, Meniates produces selectively the names
of seven martyrs and Fathers.?° What is that the aforementioned ask for? The mercy
of the Virgin Mary and the salvation of the Greek nation, that prays with tears for its
prayers to be listened.?" Here it is necessary to emphasize that Meniates has again
paraphrased a passage from Frankiskos Skoufos’ Techne rhetorike (1644-1697).22 In any
case, this extensive reference of Meniates reveals his beliefs on the uninterrupted unity
of Hellenism, from Antiquity to his time. These beliefs were due to Frankiskos Skoufos’
influence on his thought.?® However, despite imitating Skoufos, Meniates perfected the
latter’s expression and ideas. Furthermore, such influences may be excused on the basis
of Meniates’ youth and inexperience.?* In any case, this belief was formed gradually in
the minds of subjugated Greeks, in the course of a process that intensified following the
distribution of the ideas of the Enlightenment, with the Romioi gradually transforming
into modern Greeks.?

The rest of Meniates’ preaching and sermons do not include any direct references to
freedom, only indirect. Indeed, as far as some of them are concerned, they could only
be seen purposefully as forming part in his teachings on freedom. In this context Meni-
ates points indirectly to the causes of slavery and misfortunes that torment Christians,
mentioning that it is the people’s sins that cause the wrath of God, who consequently
punishes them with spiritual and physical woes.? Obviously, these woes include
servitude. To that conclusion one is led by Meniates’ reference to the causes of the fall
of the Empire to the Turks and the servitude of the Royal nation. More specifically, he
mentions that schisms in the Church caused by clergymen, as well as divisions between
nobles and kings brought divine wrath.?” As far as the causes of the fall of the Empire
are concerned, Meniates seems to be in agreement with Gennadius Scholarios.?® The
lifting of divine punishment is accomplished through the meditation of the Virgin Mary
and the change of people’s way of life.?

20 «Pwvdlel 6 AvSpag amo tnv Kpntnv, pwvadet 6 Zmupidwv amno tv Kumpov, puwvadet 6 Tyvatiog amno tnv
AvtloxeLlav, ewvadlel 6 Alovuolog amo tag ABrvag, wvadel 6 MoAUKapTog Ao THV Zpupvny, Pwvalet
r Atkatepivn amo trv AAe§avépelav, pwvdadlel 6 XpuoooTtopog ano trv Baolebouoav oAv», HAlag
Mnvidtng, Asayat kat Adyot, 415.

21 «Kal &elyvovtag oou TV okAnpotdtnv tupawida tv Ayapnviv, €Attiouct anod trv 8kpav cou
evoTAagyviav To0 ENnVLkoU Mévoug T amoAUTpwoly. Atodegou Aourtov, Mavayia MapBéve, Ta Sakpud
pag, Té omola onpadsvouct To puotrplo 6mod elg £0€ £TeAelwdn.», HAlag Mnvidtng, Asayal kat Adyot, 415.

22 The respective passages are almost identical in Skoufos and Meniates, with only two differences: 1.
Skoufos asks Christ to liberate Greece, while Meniates asks the Virgin Mary. 2. Meniates changes the
sequence of saints and Fathers. See Skoufos 1681, 374-375. On Skoufos see Sathas 1868, 371-373.

23 Vakalopoulos 1991, 93. See also Podskalsky 2005, 401.

24 Papadopoulos April-June 1965, 309-310 and 317-318.

25 Glukatzi-Ahrweiler 2016, 59.

26 HAlag Mnviatng, Atdayal kat Adyot, 369.

27 «Emeoev Kal Keltat €i¢ TV yijv okAaBwpéVwy To yévog To Baothtkdv. Motlog to €ppude; Molog To éviknoey;
"OxL tahatdBev ta Gppata TV Nepo®v, 6L KatoTiL i SuvapLg TV BouAydpwy, 6L Twpa éykatpa ta
otpatevpata TV Ayapnv@v. To ékatéBalev 6pyn Beikr, 6100 tol aorKwaoe ThV glprjvnv 6ol 1ol
EMapaywpnog, Kat ot tepwpévol pE Tag aipeoelg éoxLlov eig xiAla okavSaha trv EkkAnoiav tol Xplotodl.
ol &pxOoVTEG PE TEG SLYOVOLEG EXWPLiOV TA oTpaTeEUPATA. KAl ol BACIAELG PE TRV Acuppwviav E5LWKeV
€vag Ttov dA\ov», HAlag Mnvidtng, Atsayal kat Adyot, 387.

28 Christou 2003, 78.

29 «H peottela tfig MnTpog Maplag teplocotepov BeAeL Kpatel auTnyv Trv Belav Opyrv, XWPLE va TNV agron
VA TECEL ETTAVW €1 TOUG APAPTWAOUG XpLoTlavougy», HALlag Mnviatng, Atdayal kat Adyot, 370.
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If people want to be liberated, they need to choose the way of the Lord, leaving
themselves at the mercy of the AlImighty God through prayer, hope and faith.3°
Nevertheless, since Meniates’ latter passage refers to spiritual circumstances, it could be
seen either as irrelevant to freedom or, perhaps, a disguised reference to the freedom
of the subjugated. Meniates is more specific in another passage of his, in which he asks
the subjugated not to feel sorry, since the Virgin Mary will give them their freedom.*'
The way of achieving this freedom is revealed by Meniates by pleading with the Virgin
Mary to lead the troops of the Doge of Venice to victories and triumphs over the Turks.*?
Thus, once again, Meniates associates freedom with the mediation of the Virgin Mary,
the proper way of life for Christians and the help of the Venetians.

Elias Meniates’ Italian sermons

Besides Elias Meniates’ views on freedom, as expressed in the most popular of his
works, that is, Adayal kat Adyot, other such views of his, expressed in his Italian sermons,
are also of interest.* In those, Meniates’ political thought seems to be dominated by a
certain Manichaeism, juxtaposing good Christians (Greeks and Venetians) and bad Turks.
The latter’s tyranny and barbarism are unquestionable, acquiring greater importance
since it is applied in Greece, one of the world’s most noble places.>

30 HAlag Mnviatng, Atdayal kat Adyot, 171-172.

31 «... oKAaBwpévol, apaptwAol, ur) AuttdoBe! Eoelc €xete pntépa TRV Mntépa tod Oeol. Mntépa 610U
odG KUBepva lg TV Opwaviav oag, 6TIoU odG oKEMEL €L TV &evitelav oag, 6TIOU 0dG TPEWEL €LG TNV
TITwXElav oag, 0Tou od¢ SLSel €ig Ta AON Latpetav, €lg tag OAIYELG TV Ttapnyoplay, €l TG oKAAPLEG
v é\euBeplay, €i¢ Tag apaptiag trv ocuyxwpnowv», HAlag Mnviatng, Atsayal kat Aoyol, 365. «Ecu, 6ToU
eloat i} BaoiAlooa tod oupavod, €00 Twpa, £l ToUg tapdvtag oAEpoUE, EvSuvdpwoov Tov Bpayiova
100 eVoeBeotdtou MUGOV Aoukog TGV Evet®v Katd TV Umevavtiwv. Eou, 6ToU Sikalwg to dvopa Thg
‘08nynTpLag £XELG, €00 68YNOE Kal KAteudSWoE Ta eVCERRA Tou otpatelpata, xapifovtdg tou mavtia
vikag kal BpLapBoug katda tv Ayapnvay, €ig §6&av tol YioD kat @00 pag», HAlag Mnvidtng, Adayal
kat Adyot, 434,

32 «Eou, omoU gloal fy BaciAtooa tod oVUpavod, €00 TWPQ, £i¢ TOUC TTApdVTAG TTOAEUOUG, EVEUVAUWOOV TOV
Bpayiova tol gvogBeotdtou AUGOV Aoukog T Evet®v Kata TGV Uttevavtiwv. EcU, 6ToU Sikalwg o
Sdvopa TG ‘O8nynTpLag €L, €0V 06rynoe Kal kateuddwoe ta eVOERH Tou otpatevpata, xapifovtag
Tou Ttavta vikag kat BpLdpBoug katd TV Ayapnvav, eig §6&av tol Yiol kal @00 pag», HAlag Mnvidtng,
Asayal kat Adyot, 434.

33 These were originally published in a separate edition: Elia Mignati, Due prediche sacre e quattro orazioni,
ritrovate sole delle molte gid fatte anche in lingua italiana, dal fu monsignor Elia Mignati da Cefalonia vescovo
greco di Cernizza ... (Venezia: Antonio Bortoli, 1717). Subsequently they were published jointly with
his Atdayai, with a parallel Greek translation, under the title: HAlag Mnviatng, Adayai gi¢ v MeydAnv
TeooapakoatnVv kal i Kuptakag 100 éviautod kai £0pTag HETA Kal TWVWV Tavnyuptk@v ASywv. Newati 5&
nAoutioBeioal pé TV mPoabikny Tii¢ T& YETAPPATEWS TWV KEWWEVWY TAV CW{WHEVEV (TAAK@Y AGywV, OUALDY
autod, kal pé tnv tij¢ avtod Bloypapias ouvtebeioat pev kai ékpwvnBeioar uro HAlou Mnvidtn Umo to0
AvBiuou Malapdkn (Introduction and editing by Anthimos Mazarakis, Venice: Phoenix Publ., 1859, 273-
352; henceforth: HAlag Mnviatng Asayai g tnv ... umé AvBiuou Malapdxn).

34 «Alla parte (ella si sentirebbe a dire) alla parte una molto pili polita del mondo, oppressa per pit secoli sotto
la piti grave tirannia del piu barbaro re», HAlag Mnvidtng, ASayai €i¢ v ... urd AvBiuou Malapdkn, 350.
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According to Meniates, Venice’ constitution reflects the divine one of Heavens, being
a paradigm of virtuous, God given power.* In this, he follows the line of thought of
Church Fathers, according to which a ruler is a carrier of God given authority, obliged
to imitate Him in the exercise of his power.% In this perspective, according to Meniates,
God grants Greeks freedom via the Venetians.?” Moreover, in the same context, God
has provided Antonio Molin, Dalmatia’s Venetian Provveditore, with the arms to protect
Christianity against the great enemies of Christ, that is, the Turks.?® Elsewhere Meniates
presents the Venetian nobles as inspired by God, being His instruments for the glory of
His faith, protected by the Republic of Venice.* The common enemy and the kindness of
Venetian rulers towards Greeks prompts the latter to pray for the guidance of Venetians
by Divine Providence, so that the Turks may continue to be terrorized.* It was the Divine
Providence, after all, that granted Greeks their liberty, restitution and happiness in the
context of Venetian domination.*’

Venice's constitution is such that allows citizens their freedom, being founded on
laws and logic.? In this context it shouldn’t seem strange that Meniates presents the
Venetians as liberators or defenders of Greek territories, with the Turks as the enemy.
Indeed, he preaches that the Regno di Morea was liberated rather than conquered,
through the bloody sacrifice of a multitude of patricians and other children of Venice;
a city that offered its arms and wealth in the service of the glory of faith and freedom
of the Greeks.”

35 «Dell’altissima sapienza di Dio, che regge I'alto e baso mondo, quasi con due mani, con forza e soavita,
il pit vivo ritratto in terra & la serenissima Repubblica di Venezia.Non d’Atene, maetra il mondo, non da
Roma, padrona del mondo, dal cielo direttamente ella prese I'idea di quel governo, che pare proposto
a'principi della terra ad essere o ammirato come miracolo, o imitato come esempio», HAlag Mnviatng,
Asayal €1 v ... urtd AvBiuou Madapdkn, 347.

36 Maras 2008, 55.

37 «Quando la Provvidenza divina ha risvegliato il valore e pose la armi in mono della Republica, perche
venisse a sciogliere le nostre catene», HAlag Mnviatng, Asayal ¢ v ... umé AvBipou Madapdkn, 330.

38 «Appena ella impugno le armi, che le diede in mano la religione contro il gran nomico di Cristo», HAlag
Mnvidtng, Adayai i v ... umo AvBipou Malapdkn, 310-311.

39 «Iddio, che ¢ altrettanto interessato per la gloria della Repubblica, quanto ella € interessata per la gloria
della sua Fede, bisogna credere che infonda a’Nobili veneti un’ anima, lavoro particolar delle sue mani»,
and, «Di quando in quando, compariscono fra essi certe anime grandi, di un’indole troppo superiore
all’ordinaria, mandate espressamente da Dio per essere I'ornamento della loro patria e del loro secolo»,
HAlag Mnvidtng, Aayai et Ty ... umd AvBipiou Malapdkn, 331.

40 «Non ci rest ache pregare, coi voti tutti concordi di questa fedelisima Comunita, la Providenza divina a
non mai allontanare da voi la sua mono omnipotente, perché questa muova la vostra spada, sicché sia
sempre cosi terribile a’'nemici», HAlag Mnviatng, Adayal g tnv ... urd AvBipiou Malapdkn, 345-346.

41 HAlag Mnviatng, Atdayai g v ... uro AvBiuou Malapakn, 349.

42 «InVenezia, ove sotto la figura del principe regna I'autorita delle leggi, ove chi primo comanda ubbidisce,
ove chi ubbidisce ¢ libero, bisogna confessare esservi propriatamente il principato della liberta, ed in
governo di rebubblica la monarchia della ragione», HAlag Mnviatng, Aldaxatl €Lg tnV ... UTIO AvBipou
Malapakn, 347-348; «ma € massima di Venezia, che il buon principe sia veramente |I' uomo del popolo,
e che la piu regia liberalita e quella che egli fa di stesso», HAlag Mnviatng, Atdayal g tnv ... urd AvBiou
Malapdkn, 350-351.

43 «Non vi & dubbio che questo regno sia stato, piu che conquistato, redento dalla Repubblica, che per
redimento dalle mani del pit gran nemico del nome christiano e del piu crudele tiranno dell’infelice
Grecia, ha impegnato tutto il valor delle sue armi, ha profuso le somme de’suoi tesori, ed ha sparso il
sangue piu illustre d'un gran numero de’suoi patrizi, e quello d'ininiti altri valorosi campioni, che sacrificd
alle glorie della Fede ed alla nostra liberta», HAlag Mnviatng, Adayal i tnv ... uré AvBipou Malapdkn,
349.
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In the same passage he considers that in this way the Peloponnese was saved by the
Turks, Greece's greatest enemy and tyrant. The sacrifice of Venetians for the freedom of
Greeks is presented a little further down the text in a particularly explicit way: he men-
tions that the inhabitants of the Peloponnese are considered children of the Venetian
Republic, since they have been dripped by the latter’s blood that has been shed for their
freedom.* This is why the inhabitants of the Regno di Morea identify with the policy of
Venice, wishing to have a Venetian Provveditor Generale dell” armi.*

With these beliefs, Meniates mentions the heroic death of Filippo Molin, Governor
of Rethymno, who fell heroically defending the city from the Ottomans.*® Elsewhere he
presents Greece as largely owing its freedom to Antonio Molin, Venice’s Provveditore
Estraordinario in Morea and its liberator.#” Meniates’ laudatory references to Molin
continue, as the latter inspired the people and defeated the barbaric army in the Pelo-
ponnese, repelling it beyond Southern Greece and Epirus.*® The people Molin inspired
are none other than the Greeks, while the barbaric army is that of the Turks. This is the
main cause of Meniates’ enthusiasm and laudation of Antonio Molin. In this context it
is easy to understand the latter’s characterization as an ideal Christian knight, in whom
the virtues of nobility are identified with those of Christianity.* Meniates states the
same about Francesco Grimani, adding that the truth of faith is the axiom of a ruler.>®

Grimani is one of a few other Venetian nobles mentioned by Meniates. He defeated
the Turks in various fronts, prompted by his patriotism and love for the freedom of
Greeks.>' The fall of Monemvasia to Grimani forced the Turks to abandon the Peloponnese,
allowing the establishment of freedom, faith and the rule of the Venetian Republic.>

Meniates continues his presentation of Venice as liberator of Greeks and a protective
power with references to the Commander in Chief and Provveditore General da Mar,
Alvise III Mocenigo.>®* Meniates mentions that the sinking of a Turkish galley and the
routing of Turkish forces prompted our troops to declare Alvise III a liberator and
protector of Christianity.>*

44 HAlag Mnvidtng, Adayai gt tnv ... urto AvBipouv Malapdkn, 349.

45 «Quest’é eccelentissimo Signore, il Provveditor Generale dell’armi in Regno, come lo bramano i voti di
di questo popolo; e questo appunto siete voi. Alla vostra pieta, alla vostra giustizia, alla vostra clemenza,
al zelo, all’affabilita ben tale vi riconoscono concordemente questi vostri fedelissimi sudditi, e ve lo
attesta internamente la vostra medesima conscienza», HAlag Mnviatng, ASayai et tyv ... umé AvBiuou
Malapadkn, 351.

46 HAlag Mnviatng, Awdayal i tnv ... und AvBiuou Malapdkn, 308.

47 «Ma la Provvidenza divina destino che voi foste noto anche alla Grecia, perché ella dovesse alla vostra
destra una gran parte della sua liberta», HAlag Mnviatng, Atdayai &g tnv ... urté AvBipiov Malapdkn, 311.

48 HAlag Mnviatng, Atsayal i tnv ... urté AvBiuou Malapadkn, 312-313, 314.

49 «Venite ad apprendere da Antonio Molino, che in un cavaliere cristiano i veri caratteri della nobilta sono
i veri caratteri del Cristianesimo», HAlag Mnvidtng, Atdayai i tnv ... urto AvBiuouv Malapdkn, 314.

50 HAlag Mnviatng, Atdayal € v ... umd AvBiluou Malapdkn, 336.

51 «Al primo suono che intuono la guerra contro I’'Ottomano in Levante, Francesco Grimani, acceso al
doppio ardore e del servizio della patria e dell’amore della nostra liberta», HAlag Mnviatng, Adayai &ig
v ... umé AvBipou Madapdkn, 330.

52 HAlag Mnviatng, Adayal €ig v ... umd AvBiluou Malapadkn, 331.

53 Probably the above mentioned person is Alvise II, who died in 1709, because Alvise III died in 1778.

54 «Affondata una delle sue galere, forzata a piegare a fuga vergognosa tutta I'armata nemica, coperta
e difesa la nostra, obbligata questa ad acclamarvi suo liberatore, e quella a riconoscervi uno dei numi
tutelari della Cristianita»,HAlag Mnviatng, Atsayat €Lg tnyv ... uttd AvBipou Malapakn, 343.
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The presence of the danger from the Turks, a common enemy, justifies some ob-
noxious government initiatives, such as the annual conscription of rowers for Venetian
galleys.>> This was a case of a joint military commitment of Greeks and Venetians to a
common cause. Nevertheless, this joint struggle would not extinguish the difference of
the motherland of the two allies. Meniates chose his words carefully in praising Venetian
nobles, but at the same time he would not hesitate to speak of “la serenissima sua
patria”, “loro patria”, or even of his “glorious ancestors”, making clear that the Greek
motherland was different to the Venetian.>®

Epilogue

In the introduction of this study we questioned Meniates’ ideas on freedom and his
contribution to the preparation of subjugated Greeks for their struggles against the
Turks. Following an extensive analysis, we have come to conclude that his contribution
was decisive, keeping the desire of Greeks for freedom alive at a particularly difficult
time. Its impact was not limited to the 17" century; it was felt in subsequent ones, in
both Greece and the wider region of the Balkan Peninsula. This was due to successive
reprints of his works in Greek and their translation into the languages of other peoples,
likewise subjugated by the Turks. In this manner Meniates contributed to the preparation
of Greeks and the organization of their struggle against the Turks.

More specifically, in the sermons he delivered in Greek, he refers, both directly and
indirectly, to the necessity of freedom and the struggle against the Turks. He believes
that Church schisms produced by prelates and divisions among Roman emperors were
the causes of divine wrath that brought the Greek nation under the slavery of the Turks.
Its resurrection will occur by praying, hoping and believing in the AlImighty God. He
therefore requests the assistance of the Virgin Mary for the liberation of Greeks, asking
her to remember that the Greek nation was the first to receive Christianity and produce
martyrs for the faith. Moreover, in the manner of a prophet, Meniates is the first to
associate the celebration of the 25" of March with the need to set the Greek nation free.
However, prior to this statement he expresses his indignation for the miserable state of
the noble Greek nation, resulting from its insufferable servitude under the barbaric Turks.

In Meniates’ Italian sermons the constitution of Venice appears as a copy of the
constitution of Heaven. Thus, the foundation of liberty on laws and reason is a funda-
mental feature of the Venetian Republic. It is through this God given power of Venetians
that God allows Greeks to be free. In this perspective, Venetian nobles are inspired by
God and constitute His instruments, for the glory of His faith. Therefore, the barbaric
and tyrannical Turks were beaten in the 1684-1699 War with the help of God, following
bloody sacrifices of both Venetians and Greeks. According to Meniates, common strug-
gles and common enemy prompt Greeks to view Venetians as liberators, not conquerors.

55 «Che fervosa pontualita nel far ogni anno le nuove leve di gente da remo per urgenze d’armata volendo
che, ove alla distruzione del nemico», HAlag Mnviatng, Adayai g v ... urd AvBipou Malapdkn, 319.
56 HAlag Mnvidtng, Abayal i tnv ... uré AvBipou Madapdkn, 331-332 and 343.
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Under these circumstances, Greeks enlist in the Venetian Army and acknowledge Venetian
domination. However, one has to be remember that Meniates’ Italian sermons were
delivered in the presence of Venetian officials, a fact that might have prompted Meniates
to present relations between Venetian and Greeks as ideal, as also to overemphasize
the role of Venetians in the struggle against the Turks. In any case, despite common
interests, Meniates clearly distinguishes between Greeks and Venetians, considering
the presence of the latter in the Peloponnese as a necessary and sufficient condition
for the materialization of the dream of an independent Greece.

With his sermons and homilies Meniates managed to strengthen the Orthodox faith
and self awareness of the Greeks. The simplicity of the language he used in his sermons
contributed to the upgrading of Church rhetoric while also making them more easily
understood by the plain people. Meniates’ references to freedom were made before
the appearance and diffusion of the ideas of Enlightenment, a fact that demonstrates
the incessant desire of Greeks for liberty. Moreover, despite influences from an earlier
tradition, Meniates’ views were pioneering at an international level. In conclusion, and
while keeping all the above in mind, one cannot help but agreeing with Athanasios
Papadopoulos’ view of Meniates as a firm preacher of Orthodox faith, an original
ecclesiastical orator, a worthy exponent of the Gospel and interpreter of the desires of
the subjugated Greek nation.’” It is for these reasons, after all, that he is included among
the “national apostles” of the Greek nation.®
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Zoumnepdoparta:

O HAlag Mnviatng amoteel {wvtavr) andsel§n tng BeANoEws Twv
EAAVWY Tou 17° kat Twv apywv tou 18 atwva va aneAeubepwBouv
armo ToV TOUPKLKO Cuyod. Mpdypatt, av Kat Ta BEpata TwWV OpALWY
Tou elval kuplwg NBLkoAoyLKE, TTapoAd autd elxav wg eupUTEPO
0TOX0 TOUG TNV autoouveldnotla twv OpBoddgwv Kat tnv Katavonon
NG SLAPOPETLKOTNTAG TOUG. LTNV TIPOOTITLK AUTH O PEYAAOG
EKKANOLAOTLKOG pritopag Bilyel kat dAAa B¢pata, oTwg lvat n
eAeuBepla kat n avdotaon Tou EAnVLKoU Mévoucg.

H olUv&eon tng BpnoKeUTIKNG TILoTNG PE TV eAcuBepla Tav eva
amd ta otolxela ou ToVLle éupeoa fj dpeoa ota Knpuypatd tou.
TUYKEKPLUEVQ, TIPECBEVE OTL, OTIWG N armLotia Kal oL apapTLeg
rTav autég ou 06r)ynoav otnv uttoSoUAWON, £TOL KalL N TiLoTn o€
ouvbuacopd pe Tov 0pBS TpoTo {wrig Ba 0dnyoloav otnv eAeubepia.
KaBopLotiko pdAo otnv ameAeuBépwon twv EAAAVWY KatexeL
yla tov Mnviatn n peotteia tng Navayiag. O BevetoToupkLkdg
TIOAEPOG Tou 1684-1699 £5woe tn Suvatotnta otoug EAANVEG va
ETAVAOTATACOUV KaTd TwV ToUpKWV. To yeyovdg auto EKAVE TOV
Mnviatn va 8L Toug BeveToUg wg ameAeUBepwTEG TWV EAAAVWY
KAt OXL WG VEOUG KATAKTNTEG. LTOUG EYKWHLAOTIKOUG AOyoug Tou
TIPOG Toug BeveTolg avwtatoug alwpatolyxoug, Toug omoloug
ekpwvnoe ota [tahikd, Staxwpidel toug EANNVEG amod toug Bevetoug,
av Kal Bewpet 0tL apdtepol Bplokovtal oto (Slo otpatomesdo.
O emiokotog HAlag Mnvidtng €{noe kat éypade yLa tnv eAsubepia
Twv EAAAVWVY TipLv amo tov Ala@pwtlopd, Xwpig va emnpeaotel
amo TG LEEEC ToU OTIWG apketol petayeveotepol Tou. Avtibetaq,
Baollopevog otnv TipoyevEaTtepn TTapAdoaot, CUVERAAE ATTOPACLOTIKA
otn Statrpnon NG EAANVLIKOTNTAG TWV UTIOSOUAWVY Kat otnv
TIpOETOLPacia Toug yLa Tov ameAeuBepwWTLKO aywva. Apydtepa
Xapaktnplotnke €Bvamdotolog, Yeyovog TIoU amoSeLKVUEL TNV
avayvwpLon TG SUPPBOANG TOU OTNV TIVEUHATLKY KaBodrynon
Twv EA\VWV Katd ta xpovia tng Toupkokpatiag.
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