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Abstract:

The investigating direction of this study refers to the twelfth
chapter (187b-e) of the Platonic dialogue Laches, which
belongs to the early period of the writing production of the
Academy founder, that is also characterized as Socratic. Our
approach to this chapter - which we perceive as a somewhat
autonomous textual unit - follows a special, methodological
course, branched into two parts. In the first one we exhaus-
tively present an extensive part of the syntactic phenomena
found in this chapter, in order to highlight its degree of di-
versity in relation to what is defined as the syntagmatic axis.
We believe that this approach ensures the objective measure
that can highlight the deeper theoretical objectives of the
chapter. The characterization of the syntagmatic axis of the
sentence will offer us the conditions of a specific expression
in order to reconstruct the chapter scenographically and
lead us, initially, in a detailed and, later, in a synthetic way
to the personality of one of the protagonists of the dialogue
(of Lysimachus). We aim to detect the mental and evaluative
world of this person who is directly or indirectly involved in
the structure of the dialogue’s observations, in order to show
that he is a carrier and an active mediator of the meanings
that are expressed. The second part refers to what is defined
as a paradigmatic or interpretive axis and aims to highlight
the chapter’s semantic forms as well as how it is possible for
their content to describe the general atmosphere of the col-
lective conditions in which they develop as spiritual concerns.
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INTRODUCTION

The investigating direction of the following study refers to the twelfth chapter (187b-e)
of the Platonic dialogue Laches, which belongs to the early period of the writing produc-
tion of the Academy founder, which is also characterized as Socratic.” Our approach to
this chapter - which we perceive as a somewhat autonomous textual unit - will follow
a special, methodological course, which will be branched into two parts. In the first we
will exhaustively present an extensive part of the syntactic phenomena found in this
chapter, in order to highlight its degree of diversity in relation to what is defined as the
syntagmatic axis. We believe that this approach ensures the objective measure that can
highlight the deeper theoretical objectives of the chapter. The characterization of the
syntagmatic axis of the sentence will offer us the conditions of a specific expression in
order to reconstruct the chapter scenographically and lead us, initially, in a detailed and,
later, in a synthetic way to the personality of one of the protagonists of the dialogue
(of Lysimachus). We aim to detect the mental and evaluative world of this person who
is directly or indirectly involved in the structure of the dialogue’s observations, in order
to show that he is a carrier and an active mediator of the meanings that are expressed.
The second part refers to what is defined as a paradigmatic or interpretive axis and aims
to highlight the chapter’s semantic forms as well as how it is possible for their content
to describe the general atmosphere of the collective conditions in which they develop
as spiritual concerns.

The protagonist of this chapter is Lysimachus, who addresses his interlocutors
(Melesias, Nicias and Laches) and urges them to turn to Socrates and advise him on
the education of their children, on a subject of major moral, political and pedagogical
importance. In fact, this importance expands even further, as the issue that concerns
the interlocutors refers in general to virtue and in particular to a part of it, to bravery.
Already in the previous chapter (186a-187b) this question has been systematically
addressed by Socrates, who has examined the criteria which define the commendable
and effective teacher in regard to the offering of knowledge. This is a critical issue
presented by the Athenian dialectic and of fundamental importance for the accurate
knowledge of such a scope, as is the virtue of bravery, moral and political value.

In our estimation, however, in the elaborated chapter, an additional and rather inter-
esting issue emerges, which we will try to document in the appropriate analytical way.
Specifically, our report will focus on the appearance of Lysimachus, who despite being the
son of Aristides The Just, according to the relevant information he was not of particular
spiritual and political performance. However, the fact that from the beginning of the
dialogue he is interested in the education of his son, proves that he follows the path of
ancient Athens governed by the spirit of the Enlightenment. But the most important thing
is that within the dialogue he moves with self-awareness, a detail that needs attention
regarding the way Plato structures his anthropography. In what we shall elaborate, we
will observe Lysimachus who goes far beyond his former presence and proves, through
his reasoning, that he has utilised the dialectical atmosphere of the spiritual gathering

1 For the relevance Laches with the dialogues of Euthyphron, Charmides and Lysis, see indicatively
Goldschmidt, V. 1971, Les dialogues de Platon, ed. P.U.F, Paris, pp. 32-75.
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in which he participates. This is an achievement that Plato attributes mainly to Socrates
as a personality who inspires the new (katvdv) at the gathering he participates; Thus,
we verify that the founder of the Academy raises the issue of personal evaluations on
a different scale than that of current social stereotypes.

A. SYNTAGMATIC AXIS

A1l. "Genetic" presentation of Lysimachus’ reasoning-argument.

In what will follow, we will divide Lysimachus’ reasoning-argument, regarding the
presentation and evaluation of Socrates as an emblematic advisor and educator, into
individual proposals in order to understand its gradual evolution and its probative
foundation.

1. "KaA®g pév EpoLye SOKeT, W vpeg, ZWKPATNG Aéyewv” (main clause): it is
formulated with epistemological and evaluative status, with Lysimachus stating that in
his estimation Socrates has formulated a correct and aesthetically remarkable speech.
Caution is required regarding the fact that there is presently no certainty projected but
an exclusive one as to the approach of the orator. Let us clarify that the verb “A¢yw”
does not only mean that I speak but also that I have gathered all the necessary informa-
tion to support it. And that there has been, in fact, a previous deliberative elaboration
before I formulated it. Thus, reason is exhibited more coherently. On the other hand, it
is internal (the one that is internally composed), while on the other hand, it is oral (the
one that is externalised as a product of the internal process).

2. “EL 8& Boulop€volrg LPLV €0TL TIEPL TWV TOLOUTWYV EpwtdcBai te Kal SLdovat
Aoyov” (conditional clause): A state of intention is expressed in the perspective of a
contingency, with reference to the terms of construction of that dialectical detection
which is required for the disputed issue. It should be noted, however, that a particular
syntactic scheme appears here. Specifically, we encounter a so-called absorbing affinity
of the verb with the participle, which is not explained by the formal terms of the syntactic
articulation in the context of a sentence. Usually, the verb should have a subject, in order
to construct what is defined on the basis of normative-expressive and factual relations
as a personal predicate. But the semantic weight of the sentence is expressed through
the subject of the participle “Boulopévolg”, that is, from “Opiv”. The explanation of this
phenomenon can be derived from two reasons: a semantic one, which affects the syntactic
one. We could therefore argue that Plato intends to state that the meaning contained
in the participle intervenes and overlaps the meaning which he originally intended to
formulate with the verb. So, while he begins to formulate his speech, he realizes that
the linguistic formulas he has chosen do not lead to the meaning that according to the
current argument should have been emphasized and, in fact, under certain stylistics. He
thus retains his expressive starting point, which at least formally held the responsibility
of the central circulation of the meaning, and inserts a new one without any formal
observance of the syntactic rules, along with the sequences followed. The sentence under
conditions of regularity should be formulated as follows: "éotwv | BoUAnoLg LTV,
where “0Optv” would hold the role of the dative case referring to possession or ethic.
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Plato, however, realises that in cases of intention the weight must be given not so much
to the mood-property as abstract situations or as general concepts but to its actors. Thus,
he transforms “BouAnoLg” to “Boulopevolg”. It is interesting, furthermore, that the
sentence is neither formed as follows: “el UpElg BoUAeaBe”, a wording which would be
the most normal. This is where the central role of replacement is played by the dative
case according to the following, in our estimation, reasoning: since the field of reasoning
refers to intentionality, the primarily typical case must be used in such a situation. And
this is the dative case, which is eminently communicative and makes the inner mood
an act. We would note, then, that the founder of the Academy is moving in a direction
which challenges him to make continuous transformations on the syntagmatic axis,
which he completely subordinates to the paradigmatic. And all the above, in fact, without
resorting to allegories and metaphors.

3. “AUToUG 81 XpN YLyVWoKeLy, W Nikia te Kai Adxng” (main clause): An episte-
mological situation of powerful certainty is formulated under conditions of motivation,
resulting from a regularity derived from the general line of reasoning. In the previous
hypothetical sentence, the perspective of dialectics in the form of questions and answers
was set. However, the terms underlying it were not mentioned. Therefore, in order for a
consultation to have a methodological and scientific weight, it is necessary for those who
participate in its articulations to know the topic of discussion. The cognitive parameter
will introduce details of structure but also protection from any erroneous diversion or
ideological dogmatism.

4. ""Epol pév yap kat MeAnoia t@de SijAov (¢otil)” (main clause): A state of obvi-
ousness is recorded, though its content is specified with what will follow. The style here
is accentuated, highlighting a certainty aimed at understanding the behavior and the
intentions of the individuals involved in a consultation by their interlocutors. Probably
“vév” should be translated as "at least", which aims at its generalisation.

5. ““OtL RSopévolg av €in” (subordinate clause): Plato makes an exception to the
syntactic rules, for a second time in a minimal textual area, emphasizing not on the
mood-attribute but on their actor. We would expect the following wording: "6tL UpETg
néoLoBe av". This sentence as introduced with “étl” clearly refers to a certain information,
but is subjected to the following conditions with the immediately following sentences.
It is possible, however, that since it is expressed with potential optative, it refers to an
expectation fulfilled only under the realisation of specific cases. However, it is not
excluded that it moves in the perspective of rhetorical schemes, as the supported posi-
tion was a very common one for individuals of intellectual and institutional competence
at the city of Pallas Athena.

6. “EL tavta £€6€AoLte AOyw Sre€Lévar” (conditional clause): a state of intent is
recorded in a hypothetical discussion field. First of all, it should be noted that a difference
between the conditional and the causal clause, under the criterion of their introduction
with the linker “€l”, comes to the fore. Under their co-examination, we would underline
that the conditional clause defines possible levels of certainty, while the causal defines
definitive and recorded ones. But one detail about dependency is crucial regarding the
preposition. Specifically, when a verb of mental passion is preceded just as in the the-
matic relevance here: “dopévolg”-, the clause introduced with the conjunction “ei” is




SINGILOGOS 2022 <> 2(1) <~ 246 - 257
TEREZIS. C,, TITONI F. <- SOCRATIC DIALECTIC AND PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION IN THE PLATONIC DIALOGUE LACHES

mainly causal. However, it is not convenient to support such a version here, as all rea-
soning is inscribed on the axis of contingency, validated by the use of optative mood.
Lysimachus does not refer evaluatively to a situation that has happened, but to what
would be desirable to happen. He introduces a presumption of value order, which is of
such foundation that it does not depend on time relativism. Therefore, from his point of
view, it is legitimate to support causation. We should add at this point that the meaning
of “Aoyw"” as framed by the verb “¢pwtd” of the previous sentence and by the infinitive
“Sie€leval” of the conditional clause here, must mean, in addition to coherence and
rationality, also resort to dialectics.

7. A Zwkpatng épwtd” (defining relative clause to “mavta”): it reflects a contingency
and should basically be translated as "in which case", with present continuous, not limited
only to what is discussed here. However, according to what is said by Lysimachus, we
would note that the logical-temporal sequence of the three sub-meanings-propositions
of the syntagmatic axis here could be classified as follows: the relative clause precedes,
the conditional follows and the meaning ends with the main clause. However, the rea-
soning as a whole is determined by the conditional linker “et”, which belongs to all three
sentences. Thus, the following path is formed: if Socrates formulates questions and if
Nicias and Laches have the desire to answer, then and only then, under the present
semantic structures, will Lysimachus and Melesias feel intense pleasure. Thus, not only
a simple thought of the speaker is expressed, but, and above all, an intention, based
on the normativity of value schemes, which also represent the principles of the ancient
Greek Enlightenment.

8. “Kat yap €& apxig évtedBev npxopnv Aéywv” (main clause referring in a concise-
reminiscent way to what has preceded): Here an activity is announced, which, however,
has started from the past and is not registered outside the limits of the interlocutors’
experience. Note that participle “Aéywv” in this sentence is predicative, because it
depends from a verb which also means movement. In such cases the verb is inscribed in
the perspective of the content of the participle. From a synthetic point of view, we would
argue that this is also a final (telic) participle, the content of which can be attributed
to predicative expressions along with evaluative judgments. So, the clause can evolve
from analytical to synthetic. However, another note is needed, relating to verbal uses.
First of all, it should be emphasised that there is no verbal form in future tense in this
sentence. The verb is past continuous “fpxounv” and therefore refers to a repetitive
duration. In fact, as it was underlined, its main meaning does not arise from its content
but from the participle “Aéywv” and simply states the starting point of the verbal act.
Past continuous, however, attaches intention to this act, resulting to the highlighting of
the importance of the participle “Aéywv” that is registered in an intense mobility, and
can only be repeated as such in any kind of consultation.

9. “ “OtL €lg cUPBoOUVARV SLa tadta VGG TTapakaAéoatpev” (subordinate clause):
it indicates not only an information or an event but an intention and is the object of
the participle “Aéywv” of the previous sentence. The statement here, however, is char-
acterized by the meaning, which, precisely because it is prepositional, it is expressed
in an optative mood. A question arises regarding why it would be obligatory to use an
optative mood in past tense, a verb tense which is not previously noted. So basically, it
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must have the meaning of past continuous and it is used on a permutation, as this tense
does not have an optative mood. Certainty therefore is defined in terms of whether the
orator is sure of his intentions and a similar attitude is expected from the recipients
of this prompting, which has not yet been secured, at least in full. “ "Ot.” is therefore
defined as to the orator, while in terms of the recipients “wg” would be more accurate,
which does not have the same level of certainty as “6tL”. In the end, although itis a
subordinate clause, it is mainly a clause of wish, or it records a wish.

10. “ “OtL pepeAnkéval DIV RyolpEDa [...] TTept TGV ToLouTWV” (reason clause):
This is clearly a clause of judgment, but not with strong certainty, because the verb
“Ayoupeba” means having an opinion or a belief about something. It serves as a prepo-
sitional modifier of cause for “&wa tadta” in the previous sentence. So here we find an
explanatory reasoning. However, “0Opiv” is in optative mood showing judgement of the
person who has been led to evaluative assessments and in fact, in the long run, based
on the present perfect infinitive “pepeAnkeval”. It should be noted that we have an
infinitive before us that does not simply express an interest, but one which is governed
by aesthetic features, referring to the in-depth care of the object of reference, or the
options-movements for the realisation of a goal.

11. “Qg €ikog (éoti)” (relative clause): reference is made to the anthropologically
normal of what is being discussed here. Thus, any non-response to their content con-
stitutes a contradictory or an alienating state, or a deviation from the regulatory scale.

12. “’EmeLdn ol maldeg LTV OALyou WoTieP ol pETEPOL NALKLaV EXouotL TtaltdeveaBaL”
(reason clause): here the sentence aims at one of the central themes of the dialogue,
namely the education of the youths, which is considered as an act of paramount impor-
tance for parents, even on a global scale. Parents need to make their children's educa-
tion a personal concern and not just delegate the responsibility to special educators.
Thus, a more general educational programming emerges, which is also political and
brings to the fore a generalised regulatory system of values. Regarding the infinitive
“mtatdevecBal”, we would note that it can be both of purpose and of result. An organic
connection is developed between the two meanings and the result appears as the
expected realisation of the purpose, which rather moves in the area of a theoretical
design that imposes the necessity of securing its reasonable "tools". The reason clause
here is linked to the previous one by juxtaposition. However, with one difference: from
the general objective determination of the first, introduced with “8t.”, reference is made
here to a temporal development related to the age of the children. Thus, “Emeldn” is
explained, which with “kal” becomes imperative and is translated "even more so". The
first reason clause puts forward a regulatory principle, while the second presents its
specialised update.

13. “EL 00V LTV pr) TL SLagépel” (conditional clause): a possibility of minimal prob-
ability is recorded, as its realization would be in contradiction with the “Q¢ €ik6¢g”, which
already appeared to have a fundamental evaluative interest and refers to a regularity
of duty for anyone who is aware of the anthropological principles regarding qualitative
transformations. However, in the context of a democratic consultation, it is necessary
to consider all possibilities.
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14. “Elmtate” (main clause): a prompting is made as a necessary parameter in order
to develop the consultation on the major issues that have come to the fore. In other
words, a common acceptance regarding the general view of an issue is considered
necessary, but what we mentioned in the previous proposal is still taken into account.

15. “Kowvij peta Zwkpdatoug okEPacBe, SLEOVTEG T Kal SexOpevoL Adyov Ttap’
AAAARAwV” (main clause): here a supplement to the previous sentence in the form of a
specialisation is outlined. The interlocutors -all being parents-, are invited to meet with
Socrates recording the whole process in the framework of the dialectical method. It
is a method that presupposes reciprocity, on the basis of an exchange of arguments,
which will feed the reflection in order to lead to valid conclusions about the general
and specialised views of the subject matter. In this sentence, too, reason is motivating,
obviously under a model which has historically and politically guaranteed objectivity.

16. “E0 yap Kai todto AéyeL 68€” (main clause): here a remarkably evolving and epis-
temological situation emerges. It functions as a portent and awaits its clarifications. It is
characterised by an emphasis colouring, which is determined not only by “€0” but also by
the transition from “toUto” to “66¢”, with the latter being translated into "this exactly".

17. “ “OtL epl to0 peyiotou viv Bouleudpeda TGV NUETEPWV” (subordinate
clause explaining “to0to” and “66¢€"): here a strong certainty comes to the fore, held
on objective bases, with the term “péylotov” playing a central role and referring to the
capital importance of the youths’ pedagogy both anthropologically and culturally, in the
broad sense of the term. The genitive case of “fuetépwv” does not express as much
possession as the scale of values that have been adopted. And these are none other
than those brought to the cultural forefront by the ancient Greek Enlightenment. The
verb “Bouleudpeba” promotes a collective dimension of values, the understanding-
interpretation of which presupposes the dialectical meeting of the citizens, and in fact
with an intention to do so. We should clarify that “vOv”, due to the importance of what
is said does not only refer to the present moment but over a long period of time, so
consequently we might discuss of its historicity.

18. “AAN opdte” (main clause): here it is not a prompting that comes to the fore
but its examination from the point of view of reflection. “AAQ" constitutes the central
meaning, as it comes to rule out any possibility of an axiomatic truth, which could arise
from the fact that the issue at hand is of paramount importance. The consultation has
a broader regulatory content, so its details need to be considered in its entirety.

19. “EiL 80kel xpijvar oUtw moLelv” (subordinate clause of indirect question and
conditional altogether): here the content of the previous clause, which had remained
in a general prompt, is added. This sentence, despite its concise scope, is semantically
multifactorial. First of all, it should be noted that it is an indirect question regarding
the orator and conditional for the recipients of his prompting. But the central interest
comes from the words themselves. Specifically: a) “Sokel “, which is a verb expressing an
opinion or thought, focuses the reference on the present moment and can be related to
the Aristotelian “évéo&a”,? which clearly do not refer to a composed cognitive content.
2 For the Aristotelian "év6o&a" see Topics, 100a-101a. For a systematic reading see the introductory

chapters and comments of Brunschwig in Topics 5-8 (J.) Brunschwig (ed., trans.) 2007. Aristote: Topiques.

Livres V-VIIL (Collection des Universités de France publiée sous le patronage de I'Association Guillaume
Budé.) Pp. Ixiii + 333. Paris: Les Belles Lettres.
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It highlights a strong inner possibility, but not an absolute certainty. Thus, it leaves
the subject open to new, potential, readings. In addition, we have to note that “Sokel”
includes a meaning that is not identical with “€€eotL”. These are two impersonal verbs
(with “Sokel” also having a personal use), the content of which moves in the area of con-
tingency. The verb “60okel” is composed mainly of epistemological terms and indicates
an assessment that arises from the contemplative activities of the intelligent subject that
has already processed specific data. The verb “£€€eotL” is composed mainly of ontological
terms and results from the image formed by external conditions as terms of possibility.
The most valid, in terms of the certainty it can provide, is “€€gotl”, as it is based primarily
on objective-tangible and verifiable data or even on necessities that are imposed on
human consciousness by their presence. It refers mainly to a factual structure, which
also makes synthetic judgments possible - and not just detailed descriptions. It should
be noted that Nicias speaks next, proposing to Socrates a broader approach, in order
to further substantiate the argument for his value as a counselor and educator. This
argument will be completed in the next chapter (187e-188c).

A2. The function of the adverb in Lysimachus’ speech

In this subchapter we shall attempt to show the role of adverbs in Lysimachus' argu-
ment as the part of his speech which introduces functionality in a way of articulating some
of his thoughts. First of all, we should note that, generally, the adverb is an uninflected
part of speech, which identifies or complements semantically (adverbs of manner and
time etc.) a verb or its infinitive form. The adverb thus eliminates the domination of the
verb. On the other hand, its relation to the noun or the adjective, from which it etymo-
logically derives, is limited by the fact that within the relevant text field it does not have,
more or less, the full semantic scope which they express. However, its syntactic position
in the sentence presupposes the presence of at least one verb form and is indicative of
a specific situation which is experienced - processed - manifested by the subject.

The interest regarding its use is that it performs a dual function: a) it does not only
have the meaning of the etymological root from which it derives, but b) also expresses
that meaning in terms of modality, causality, finality, etc. It is a carrier of a new specialised
and functional causality, in addition to its general, and through its content it expresses
the dynamic character of life, both personal and collective. For example, the adverb
“kaA®G” with which Lysimachus begins his speech, states, as a modal-evaluative adverb,
the general expressive choice by which the search for arguments about the teacher -or
for any other of high-quality issue- emerges in the specific atmosphere; on the other
hand, it states a specific expressive choice with which the beauty of arguments is pro-
jected under particular circumstances of expressive and factual conditions. It should
be noted, however, that while the verb (time, moods, numbers), the noun (numbers)
and the adjective (genders, numbers) are inflected parts of speech, the adverb is unin-
flected. And this difference is due to the following: although it takes its syntactic position
and function from the other parts of the sentence and mainly from the verb, it can be
used in any other case, having a clear generalized content, but also adaptable in each
particular atmosphere. In particular, the verb directly indicates the person in question
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and, therefore, there is no further need to re-add the reference to its specificity, as in fact
such a possibility does not exist. Its statutory position is given and unique. However, the
meaning of an adverb -although it does not have the absolute characteristics of the noun
from which it derives and the central role-mission of the verb in this sentence- is broader
than the content of the presence-action indicated by the verb. That is, the adverb can be
attributed to as many possible cases as can be highlighted by the inflection of the specific
verb or any other. However, the verb of a sentence in each specific case refers only to the
action of a subject, unless of course it has an impersonal expression. Thus, the adverb is
semantically more general than the verb, more flexible and also capable of numerous and
varied categorical definitions. With the use of the adverb speech discovers and describes
the variety of everyday life and makes us suspicious even of the fact that in most cases
it is unpredictable. Specifically, in the textual unit we analysed: a) “évtelBev” refers to a
reason for reflection b) “éA\wg" to a variety of reasons, c) “kowij” (as a dative adverb) in a
communicative way of thinking, d) “e0” in the aesthetic way of formulating the speech and
e) “o0twc” in the particular way of an act. Thus, through this variety, a dynamic narrative
atmosphere is formed. All five adverbs play a central role in the semantic completeness
of the syntactic-grammatical form in which each of them is inscribed and, therefore, we
could characterise them as "clausal". Finally, it should be noted that in this section the
adverbs have no historical function or significance, as they focus exclusively on a current
reasoning and a research direction. So, we could generally characterise them as the
“in-text” elements of a sentence for the formation of a specific meaning.?

B. GENERAL PHILOSOPHICAL EVALUATION OF LYSIMACHUS'S SPEECH
— FURTHER ASPECTS

From what we have examined, we consider that Plato brings to the forefront intention
of social foundation to define how and for what reasons the argument should be based
on dialectic, that is, on collective detection and not on subjective expediency.*In fact, the
above are supported even more when it comes to examining issues of major interest for
personal and socio-political life, as well as for the evolution of the new generation. The

"o

expressions used are indicative of the above: “¢pwtdoBal”, “6166vaL Adyov”, “Epwtdv”,

n u n u

“avtl se€leval”, “pepeAnkeval TEpL TWV ToloUTWV”, “Kowvfj okepaobe”, “SL8ovieg kal
Sexopevol Aoyov”, “Tiepl To0 peyiotou BouAeuopeba”. The above expressions are placed
in @ communication context that is not of a simple and facile consensual character. The
word of communication will lead to the search for valid proposals, initially for the
description and then for the scientific demarcation of a topic of significant scope for the
essential issues of the city. These proposals are called to be reasonable and coherent,
while at the same time they will have a complete texture and thus will not undermine
the thematic balance of the current discussion by introducing other issues. Therefore,
their selection will be excluded with subjective and arbitrary criteria, a detail that in fact

applies here by definition.

3 For the content of the main and secondary clauses in the ancient Greek literature see HUMBERT, J. 1954.
Syntax of the ancient Greek language. Translated by G. Kourmoulis, Athens pp. 126-235 and Tzouganatos,
N. 1963. Syntaxis of the Ancient Greek Language. Athens: Hestia Bookstore.

4 For Plato’s method of dialectic see Santas, G. 1979. Socrates: Philosophy in. Plato's Early Dialogues.
London: Routledge & Kegan Paul.
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Therefore, it is about expressions that will not have a conventional or superficial mission,
but will in-depth detect fundamental issues, such as the education of the youth. Such
an education is not confined to the limits of a training that is individualistic or serves
utilitarian professionalism and efficiency, but rather radiates out a political perspective
for the development of the social body in further and further conquests. Moreover, the
status of the so-called democratic quality instrumental discourse is attributed to educa-
tion and is put to the service of the political entelechy, which as a final purpose exceeds
its value. In other words, political life is the ultimate cause of individual activities, while
the chosen pedagogical system is structured as the possibility of highlighting all those
qualities that will fulfill it. We would therefore argue that such an education has sound
moral foundations and justifications. The aspect of consulting therefore is dominant at
this point, under conditions of necessity, and resorting to Socrates becomes inevitable,
as a thinker who, as we know from elsewhere, has emerged as an example of high,
unequivocal performance of top political morality. Another interesting issue that arises
is that the pedagogical-ethical political proposals that are formulated are not exhausted
in their abstract content but individual actors are also sought in order to assimilate and
implement those proposals at the level of a welfare state. Thus, generalised realism is
pervasive and moves in terms of generalizations or universal applications.

CONCLUSION

From what we have examined, we can argue that in the processed chapter of Laches,
no philosophical issue with the broader meaning of the term is developed. However,
details of philosophical reflection arise, since in every Platonic text even the most super-
ficial -at first glance- propositions regarding the content are proved to be of substantial
theoretical interest and are able to reach further fields of fundamental research as
well as scientific and semantic extensions. We would therefore note that the insistence
attached to the essential importance not only of the educational orientation but to its
authentic actors, registers the examined chapter in what is defined as the ancient Greek
Enlightenment. More specifically, an estimation about the strengthening of the already
cultural acquis through its assimilation and utilisation by the respective new generation
has already been formed in Lysimachus' consciousness. The dialogue’s protagonist con-
stitutes a holistic reasoning with deep structural expressions. His motive is obvious, his
mediating thoughts are perfect and his aim is morally and politically justified. So more
generally: he appears to be aware of his historical position and mission, details which
will be added later by Nicias. And the reference actor for the fulfillment of the above
is Socrates, who is projected by Plato as the only possibility -even after his death- to
deal with the geometrically expanding moral and political degeneration of the fourth
century. Thus, dialectics undertakes a mission of subversive and, at the same time,
creative orientation. It emerges in the par excellence revolutionary collective tone with
the consequence that it leads even Lysimachus to high performances and transformations.
Meno dialogue will soon confirm the above.
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LQKPATIKH ATAAEKTIKH KAI ITPOXQIIIKEX: METAMOP®QXEIX

LTON ITAATQNIKO ATAAOI'O AAXHX

Summary:

TUppwva pe Ta 6oa eEetdoaps, PTtopoUpE va uttootnpi&oupe OtL
oTo emegepyaocdev Ke@aAaLo Tou SLaloyou Adyng Sev avamtloostat
éva e TNV eupela onpacia tou 6pou PLNoco@Lkd {ATnua. Qotdoo,
AETITOEPELEG PLAOCOWPLKOU TIPOBANUATLOHOU TiBevtal, KaboTL
0€ €va TIAQTWVLKO KELPEVO aKOPN KAl OL TILO ETILPAVELAKOL, €K
TIPWTNG TIPOCEYYLONG, OE TIEPLEXOHEVO TIPOTACELG ATTOSELKVUETAL
aKOAOUBWE OTL £X0UV OUCLAOTLKO BEWPNTLKO EVSLAPEPOV Kal OTL
avolyouv ooBapd EpeLVNTLKA TIESLA OXL HOVOV ETILOTNHOVIKWY OANG
KQL ONHACLOAOYLKWY TIPOEKTACEWY. Oa ONUELWVAE AOLTIOV OTL N
ETILYOVI TIOU aTtoSiSeTal otnv Ke@aAatwsn onpaocia oyt povov
TOU EKTIALSEUTIKOU TIPOCAVATOALOHOU aAAG KAl TWV QUBEVTIKWY
POPEWV TOU eyypAyeL To eEeTA0BEY KEPANALO OE O,TL OpileTal WG
apxXalog EAANVLKOG ALapWTLOHOG. ML CUYKEKPLUEVA, OTN CUVELSNON
TOU AUGLUGXOU EXEL SLapopPwBEL Kat uTtootnpildetal n eKTiUNon
Tepl TNG EVSUVAPWONG TOU 181N TIOALTLOTLKOU KEKTNHEVOU SLA TNG
apopolworng Tou Kal TN a&lomoinorg Tou amod TNV EKACTOTE VEQ
yeved. O ev AOyw TIpWTAYWVLOTHG TOU SLOAGYOU CUYKPOTEL Eévav
OALOTLKO CUANOYLOHO pE €K BaBEwv SopLKEG apBpwaoeLG. H apoppn
Tou elval eppavnig, oL SltapecoAaBoloeg OKEYPELG TOU APTLEG KaL N
0TOXEUON TOU NBLKA KAL TIOALTLKA aLTLOAOYNUEVN. TEVIKOTEPA AOLTTOV:
eppavidetal va el ouvelSNON TNG LOTOPLKNAG BE0NG KAl ATIOGTOANG
TOU, AeTITOPEPELEG OL oTIoleG Ba TTpooteBoUvV akoAoUBwWC amd Tov
Nikia. Kat To TipOowTto ava@opag yLa TNV ETILTEAECT TWV AVWTEPW
elvat o0 Zwkpdtng, o omtolog tpoBAaAAeTaL amo tov MAATWVA WG N Hovn
SuvatdTNTa -£€0TW KAl PETA ToV BAVATO TOU- YLA TNV AVTLHETWTILON
TOU YEWHETPLKA SLEUPUVOHEVOU NOLKOU KAl TIOALTIKOU EKQUALCHOU
TOU TETAPTOU alwva. ETat, N SLOAEKTIKA avalapBAveL pia amooTtoAn
QVATPETTIKOU KAl €V TAUTW SNULOUPYLKOU TIPOCAVATOALGHOU.
AVaSELKVUETAL OTOV KATEEOXNV EMAVACTATIKO CUANOYLKO TOVO ME
OUVETIELA VA 08 NyEL aKOPN KAt Tov AUCTpay0 o€ UPNAEG ETTILEOOELG
KaL HETAPOPPWOELG. MET' 0Alywv 0 SLdhoyog Mévwy Ba eTILKUPWOEL
TA AVWTEPW.
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