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Abstract: At the beginning of Late Antiquity, the newly established province of Second
Moesia included lands with an already established fortification and settlement system,
as well as well-developed road infrastructure. Based on research, it is clear that the in-
formation about “the world of the living” obviously surpass the knowledge about the
“world of the dead”. Collecting and analyzing the data provides details that originate
from thirty necropolises. In general, the grave goods provoke the greatest interest and
appear to be the most diverse materials for studying. Among grave-goods, the greatest
number belongs to coins. Until now, on the territory of Second Moesia, they are regis-
tered in complexes of 14 necropolises. There are reliable data on the location of 239 nu-
mismatic finds, which have been found in at least 47 closed funerary complexes (graves
and tombs). The number of coins varies from 1 to 50. Regarding the metal the coins
were made of, 237 finds are minted in bronze, only two are silver and not a single gold-
en piece was registered. According to the date of minting, the earliest coins from two
tombs were struck at the end of the 3™ century (reign of Probus), 195 are issued in the
4" century and 10 at the end of 4" - the first half of 5™ century. Only two coins are is-
sued in the 6 century.
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At the end of the 3™ century, as a result of the administrative reform of Emperor Di-
ocletian, the province of Second Moesia inherited a significant part of the territory of
fragmented and no longer existing province of Lower Moesia. Its borders include lands
with an already established fortification and settlement system, as well as well-devel-
oped road infrastructure. Second Moesia occupies an area of about 29,000 km?* and it is
a component of the diocese of Thrace, Prefecture of the East.! In the west, on the Osam
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river (Asamus/Ansamus fl.),? it borders with the province of Dacia Ripensis. In the
east, it borders with the province Scythia and in the south, with the provinces of
Thrace and Haemimontus. Nowadays, the lands of Second Moesia comprise signif-
icant part of Central North and Northeast Bulgaria.

For more than a century, the remarkable remnants of material culture have been
subject to archaeological and historical survey by generations of researchers, as a
result of which considerable scientific information has been obtained. Substantial
works were published on the Late Antique cities,’ the Lower Danube defense sys-
tem,* the early Byzantine fortresses,’ the rural settlements (vici)® and the road net-
work.” Monographs and studies dedicated to residential® and early Christian archi-
tecture’ are of a similar nature.

Based on research, it is clear that the information about “the world of the liv-
ing” obviously surpass the knowledge about the “world of the dead” So far, there
is no universal study related to the funeral rites in Late Antiquity at the territory
of the Second Moesia. Collecting and analyzing the data provides details that con-
cern thirty necropolises (Fig. 1). The structure of investigation follows the pattern
shown here - topography of the site, shape of the grave complexes, way of burial,
grave goods and tombstones.

Generally, grave goods provoke the greatest interest and appear to be the most di-
verse materials for studying. They are usually divided into two major groups - per-
sonal belongings and grave-goods. The largest share among the finds from the sec-
ond group includes coins. Until now, on the territory of Second Moesia, they are
registered in complexes of 14 necropoleis (Fig. 2). The items are well known from
the legionary camps Durostorum (13 coins)'’ and Novae (2 coins)," the Late An-
tique towns Odessos (the exact number of the coins is unknown),"? Marcianopolis
(4 coins)" and Abritus (6 coins),' the limes fortress Tegra (32 coins)"® and the civ-
il/rural settlements at Babovo, Rousse region (1 coin),'® Belogradets, Varna region
(10 coins),"” Kovachevets, Targovishte region (13 coins),'® Peychinovo, Rousse re-
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gion (129 coins),” Pavlikeni (6 coins),”” Han Krum, Shumen region (1 coin),”' Ve-
liki Preslav, the site of Deli-dushka (2 coins)* and Stoyan Mihaylovski (more than
14 coins).?® So far, there are reliable data on the location of 239 numismatic finds,
which have been found in at least 47 funerary complexes (graves and tombs). How-
ever, their exact number is unclear, because the information concerning the sites like
Odessos, Novae, Marcianopolis, Belogradets, Kovachevets, Veliki Preslav and Stoy-
an Mihaylovski is not published in detail. Another problem is the absence of several
coins in the museum funds. For example, three pieces discovered on the Durosto-
rum territory cannot be traced in Regional museum of Silistra. Further on, the initial
entries in the museum books or scientific literature are not verifiable. These are ba-
sically the reasons that do not allow a detailed analysis of the total number of mone-
tary finds. Nevertheless, 181 coins are well-described (75.73%), and they can be ex-
amined and discussed considering their precise chronology. For 36 pieces (15.06%)
only the name of the emperor is known, which, after all, is a dating indicator. The re-
maining 22 finds (9.21%) are minted generally during Late Antiquity.

The first step of analysis is to consider finding spots of coins. The pieces have
been found in six hypogeum type tombs (Durostorum, Abritus, Babovo and Be-
logradets) and 41 graves (Durostorum, Novae, Odessos, Marcianopolis, Abritus,
Tegra, Kovachevets, Peychinovo, Pavlikeni, Han Krum, Veliki Preslav and Stoy-
an Mihaylovski). In only one complex, the burial rite is described as cremation
(Kovachevets), while all of the other cases (97.87%) included inhumations. The
number of the coins in the graves and tombs varies from 1 to 50. In 22 of the funer-
al complexes, just a single coin was unearthed (Durostorum, Novae, Odessos, Mar-
cianopolis, Tegra, Babovo, Han Krum and Veliki Preslav), while in two there were
two coins (Durostorum and Peychinovo). Three pieces are registered in eight cases
(Odessos, Marcianopolis, Abritus, Tegra and Peychinovo), while the grave goods of
only one complex include four coins (Tegra). Five pieces are documented in three
graves from the necropoleis of Tegra and Kovachevets, and up to six coins have
only been found at Pavlikeni. There are two sites with eight finds (Durostorum and
Kovachevets) and also two with 14 (Peychinovo and Stoyan Mihaylovski), while the
other examples represent isolated cases — Belogradets (ten coins), Peychinovo (12,
19, 29 and 50 coins).

Regarding the exact position of coins related to the body of the deceased is re-
corded in 20 graves and in the other 27, the published information is not sufficient.
In eight funerary complexes (40%), coins were placed into the mouth or around
the head (Novae, Odessos, Tegra and Peychinovo). In five graves (25%), coins were
deposited upon the chest of the deceased (Marcianopolis, Tegra and Peychinovo),
while in three cases (15%), placing coins upon the deceased’s shoulder are registered
(Tegra, Peychinovo and Veliki Preslav). The same number has been placed next to

19 JIumosa 1966, 27.

20 Iloues 1998, 114-115; IIbpos 2005, 113-114.

21 Croesa 2014, 454.
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but in the second one 14 pieces were registered.
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one of the arms/hands (Novae, Marcianopolis and Peychinovo). Only in two graves
(10%) in Tegra, coins were deposited close to the legs/feet. There is a similar situ-
ation with finds upon the abdomen —two graves at Peychinovo. Finally, the infor-
mation about four funerals is not very precise, since it mentions that the coins have
been dispersed over the buried body (Odessos, Abritus, Peychinovo and Stoyan Mi-
haylovski). Ten complexes containing a larger number of coins deserve special at-
tention (Durostorum, Belogradets, Kovachevets, Peychinovo (five graves), Pavlik-
eni and Stoyan Mihaylovski). Their number varies from 6 to 50 and perhaps the
pointed cases could be described as personal belongings of the buried individual.
According to A. Tenchova, who summarizes all data from Bulgaria, number of coin
hoards from funerary contexts dated in the 4™ century is 48.* They are documented
in all Roman provinces from both sides of the Balkan mountain and there is possi-
bly more than one hundred of them.

If one considers the metal they were made of, 237 finds are minted in bronze
(99.16 %), only two are silver (0.84 %) and there were no golden pieces. Several
different nominals can be distinguished among them. The earliest coin is a poorly
preserved denarius of Antoninus Pius (Tegra), while the second silver piece is un-
determinable, struck during the reign of Valens (Belogradets). Chronologically, the
next two bronze specimens are coins of Probus (Durostorum), but they are lost now
and cannot be interpreted correctly. Only one antoninianus of Maximian Hercu-
lius from Durostorum is identified with certainty. The other 234 coins include var-
ious bronze nominals. They are well-preserved and described in publications and
they are statistically distributed as follows: folles — 78 pieces (dated 294-337; Duros-
torum, Tegra, Babovo, Kovachevets, Peychinovo and Pavlikeni); base billon and
bronze - 82 pieces (dated 337-363; Odessos, Tegra, Kovachevets and Peychinovo);
bronze, £ 3 and £ 4 - eight pieces (dated 364-395; Odessos, Tegra and Han Krum);
bronze, £ 3 and /£ 3-4 — ten pieces (dated 395-435; Odessos, Tegra and Peychino-
vo); folles — one single find (dated in the 6™ c.; Tegra). The coins dated only after the
name of the emperor or reverse type include 33 pieces. Among them, 30 were struck
during the 4™ century (Marcianopolis, Abritus, Belogradets, Kovachevets and Stoy-
an Mihaylovski), one at the end of 4™ - beginning of 5* century (Abritus), an-
other one during the 5" century (Abritus) and a single one during the 6" century
(Durostorum). The undefined coins, dated roughly in the Late Antiquity (4*-5" c.)
include 13 finds (Odessos, Tegra, Peychinovo and Veliki Preslav). Nine monetary
finds are mentioned without any description (Novae, Marcianopolis and Stoyan Mi-
haylovski). One bronze imitation found in Tegra should be added to them. It repre-
sents a coin of Constans of Fel Temp Reparatio type, variant “galley” usually mint-
ed in Siscia in 348-350 (Fig. 3). Two other copies are registered in Tegra. They were
components of a necklace, together with a denarius of Antoninus Pius, one bronze
of Constantius IT and one commemorative coin of Constantinople in secondary us-
age (Fig. 4). The two imitations show the Urbs Roma type with schematic images
while the coin-shaped pieces were made together with hanging loops (Fig. 4.3-4).

24 Tenuosa 2009, 449-450.
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The condition of 118 coins (49.37%) enables one to recognize the name of the
mint. They were found in six necropoleis (Durostorum, Tegra, Babovo, Kovachev-
ets, Peychinovo and Pavlikeni).

If we divide the mints into four regional groups according to their geographic lo-
cation, the following picture is obtained:

- no western mints (Londinium, Treveri, Arelate and Lugdunum) are registered;

- the central region is represented by Aquileia (one piece), Sirmium (one piece),
Rome (three pieces) and Siscia (eleven pieces);

- the third regional group covers the Balkans and Asia Minor mints - Nicome-
dia (four pieces), Constantinople (16 pieces), Thessalonica (25 pieces), Cyzi-
cus (26 pieces) and Heraclea (27 pieces);

- the eastern mints are underrepresented and they include Antioch (three piec-
es) and Alexandria (one piece).

In general, the coins that were produced in the West Roman Empire are 16
(13.56%) in total compared to the coinage of the East Roman Empire with 102 coins
(86.44%).

The Late Antiquity tradition of placing coins in the funerary contexts (graves
and tombs) represents a continuation from the Roman period (1%-3" century) and
it is linked to the so called “Charon’s obol”* Such a practice is established at the ter-
ritory of the present-day Bulgaria as early as the end of the 4™ — first half of the 3
century BC and it continuously continued to be part of the funeral rite.? Until the
year 2013, at the territory of the province of Lower Moesia, 440 coins from 256 Ro-
man graves (1%-3" century) were discovered. This means that such a practice was
extremely popular,”” and remained so during Late Antiquity as well. According to
the date of minting, the earliest coins from two tombs (Durostorum) were struck at
the end of the 3™ century (reign of Probus), 195 are issued during the 4" century,
ten at the end of 4™ - the first half of 5 century and only two are emission from the
6™ century. These quantitative data clearly show that in the 4™ century, the ancient
tradition is still alive, while in the 5™ century the number of finds decreased signif-
icantly. In the 6™ century, it was rather an exception.

25 Vojvoda and Mrdi¢ 2015; Vojvoda and Mrdi¢ 2017; Vojvoda, Golubovi¢ and Miki¢ 2021.
26 [lomapapncku 1987, 14-15.
27 Ota2013,215.
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Huxomna PYCEB
Pyce Peiuonannu uciiopujcku my3sej, Ogemerve 3a apxeonoiujy
(Rousse Regional Museum of History, Department of Archaeology)

HAJIA3Y HOBIIA VI3 TPOBOBA ITPOBUHIINJE IPYTE ME3UJE
Y KACHOJ AHTUIIN

PE3VIME

Ha ocHOBY focajialllbyX CTPAXKMBaKha, IPON3NMIIA3M 1A IOfJALIN O ,CBeTY KVMBUX  OYN-
I7Ie[{HO IIpeBasuIase casHama O ,CBeTY MPTBMX , jep 3a cajia He IIOCTOj! JleTa/bHa CTY/uja
0 IIOrpeGHIM pUTyanuMa y KaCHOj aHTUIM Ha Teputopuju Ipyre Mesuje. [poOuu mpumosn
106ybyjy Benuko MHTepecoBambe NCTPAXKIBAYA, a IOCeOHO HOBal] KOjU YMHMU HajBehn yreo
meby oBoM BpcToM Hanasa. Ilpukymbajyhn u ananmnsupajyhn nogarke ca ogpebenor 6po-
ja Hexpomona (Cr. 1) mokymraam cMo fia Jo6ujeMo JleTa/bHUjy CIMKY O Y/IO3Y HOBLA y IO-
rpebHUM pUTyaIMMa.

Jo capa pacmonaxxeMo ca IOy3[aHMM ITOJALMMa O MeCTy Hamasa 239 Hounha, Koju cy
npoHabenn y 47 saTBopeHux rpo6HuX enuHa (rpo6osa um rpobHuIa) Ha 14 HeKpomosa
y okBupy tepuropuje Ipyre Mesuje. Bpoj HoBuuha y oBuM LiennHaMa Bapupa off je[HOT O
50. Behnna je on 6ponse (237) u camo cy Ba cpebpHa. XpOHOJIOLIKY IOCMATPaHO, HajcTa-
pujn HoBunhy npunanajy emmucujama ¢ Kpaja 3. Bexka, 195 npumepaka normde us 4. Bexa, 10
MX je JaTOBAHO y Kpaj 4. WK IOYeTaK 5. BEKa, JOK U3 6. BeKa IIOTHUYE CaMo [Ba IIpMMepKa.
Kapa je 3acTynm/beHOCT KOBHMIIA Y IMTAalbY, 3alla)ka ce [ia Hifje peTMCTPOBaH HOBAlIl HM jei-
He 3amagHe KoBHulle (Jlouauuujym, TpeBepu, Apenare, JIyrayHyM); KOBHULIE LIeHTpa/IHe
peruje 3acTymbeHe cy MaauM 6pojeM mpumepaka (Axsuieja jenan; CupmujyM jenas; Pum
Tpy; Cuciyja jenaH IpyuMepak); 6aJkaHCKe U MaJoasnjcke KOBHMIE IPUCYTHE CY y HajBe-
hem 6pojy (Hukomenuja yetnpu; Koncrantunonoss 16; Tecanonnka 25; Knsux 26; Xepa-
KJIeja 27 ImpuMepaka); Kpajie ICTOYHe KOBHUIlE IOHOBO Cy 3aCTYIUbeHE y MameM Opojy
(AnTHOXMja TpK; AekcaHapuja jeman npumepak). Caxxnmajyhn oBe nmogatke Mo>keMo 3a-
K/BY4YUTH [a HOBAIL| KOjii IOTIYe 13 KOBHMUIIA 3allaHOT fiella PruMckor mapcrBa (16 mpume-
paxa wm 13,56%) maneko Mame 3acTyIbeH y Ipo6oByuMa Ha Tepurtopuju Jpyre Mesuje of
OHOT KOBaHOT y uctoyHoM geny LlapcTsa (102 HoBunha wu 86,44%).

CroposefieHa aHa/13a, Ha IPUMeEPY HaBeIeHNX HEKPOIIO/a, IOKa3yje fa ce KACHOAHTNY-
Ka Tpapnuuja ¢pyHepaaHe ynoTpebe HOBLIA HaflOBe3yje Ha OHY U3 KIACUYIHOT PUMCKOT IIe-
puogpa (1-3. Bek), KOja je BepOBaTHO IIOBe3aHa ca T3B. ,, XapoHOBMUM 06omom“. CnmyHa 1c-
TpaXk1Balba PAHUjIX UCTOPY]jCKUX ITePUOJa, II0KA3Yjy Aa je oBa Ipakca Oula yobudajeHa Ha
TepUTOPUjU JaHalIbe byrapcke jour KkpajeM 4. 1 IIpBe II0JIOBUHE 3. BeKa C. €. i Ia Ma CBOj
KOHTUHYUTET CBE [0 KaCHEe aHTUKe.
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1. Durostorum £, Dimum 15. Gabrove 22, Pavlikeni 29. Hotalich

2. Novae 9. Shkorpilovisi 16. Babovo 23, Vamna-Djanavara 30. Varna-Akehilar
3. Odessos 10. Osenovo 17. Vama-Botanic garden 24, Han Krum

4. Marcianopelis 1. Provason 18, 25, Veliki Preslav

3. Abritus 12, Venchan 19, Kovachevets 26. Vama-Kekediva

6. Tegra 13, kale  20. Peychi 27. 5. Mihaylovski

7. Sexaginta Prista 14. Zikideva 21. Strahilove 28. Voynikovo

BARBARICUM

PONTUS EUXINUS

Fig. 1 - List and location of the Late Antique necropolises on the territory
of province of Second Moesia.
Cn. 1 Criucax 1 IO/I0kKajy KACHOAHTUYKMUX HEKPOIIONA
Ha TepuTopuju nposuHuMje [Ipyre Mesuje.

140 Nikora RUSEV



Legend:
+ - Neeropoleis with coins

Fig. 2 - Location of the Late Antique necropolises with coins on the territory
of province of Second Moesia.

Cn. 2 TTonoxaju KaCHOAHTUYKUX HEKPOIIO/Ia Ca HOBIIEM
Ha TepuTopuju nposuHuuje [Ipyre Mesuje.
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Fig. 3 - Bronze imitation of Constans’ coin of Fel Temp Reparatio type.
Cn. 3 bponsana nmuranuja Koncrancosor Hoia tuna Fel Temp Reparatio

0 3cm

Fig. 4 - A necklace with coins from Tegra, which comprises two imitations of Urbs Roma type.

Cn. 4 Orpnura ca HoBurthuma us Terpe, cacToju ce o ABe uMuTanuje Hosua tuma Urbs Roma.
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