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ON SAXMATOV’S LAW

Saxmatov’s law embodies two chronologically distinct developments, first the retraction
of the accent to a preposition or prefix in mobile accent paradigms, and after Dybo’s law the
shortening of long vowels in medial syllables. Neither development was dependent on the
quantity of the preceding vowel.
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[IlaxMaToBJbEB 3aKOH OTEIIOBJBY]E 1BA XPOHOJIOIIKHU Pa3InYKTa Pa3Boja, HajIpe MoBJia-
Yere aKIeHTa Ha IPEUIOT WIH Npe(UKC y MOOMITHIM aKLEHATCKUM MapaJurMaMa, u Iociie
JlnbooBor 3akoHa, ckpahuBamwe Jyrux BOKajla y MeJIujaliHuM cioroBuMa. Hujenan ox oBa
JIBa pa3Boja HUje 3aBUCHO OJ] KBAHTUTETA IPETXOHOI BOKaJIA.

Knyune peuu: cnoBeHcKa akleHToI0rHja, LllaxMaTOBIbEB 3aKOH.

“On the basis of prepositional phrases and prefixed forms like rU zd ruku, po
vodu, za gorod, prodal, $TK nd rike, nd vodu, it grad, prodali, CAK va ritku, na vodu,
zaspal, a number of scholars assume an accent retraction from a word-initial syllable
with falling tone to a proclitic or prefix; cf. the falling tone of ¢Ak spdl, ritku, vodu.
This retraction is usually referred to as Saxmatov s Law” (OLANDER 2009: 130) This
is only the first half of its original formulation (Saxmatov 1915: 84-92), according
to which the retraction was conditioned by the preceding short vowel. If the pre-
ceding vowel was long, the accent was not retracted but the stressed vowel was
shortened if it was long, e.g. Stokavian ndvala, ndhlada, nauka, prilika, zidruga,
nabor, narod, nasip, prijepis, prinos, prilog, zalog, zavrat, zavjet, ulom, also hvalili,
pitali, etc. All of these examples are instances of Dybo’s law, according to which a
non-acute vowel lost the accent to the following syllable Dybo’s law affected both
long and short vowels, e.g. Stokavian potok, dohod, ésnova, podoban, gotov, polom,
polomka, prorov, porod, potres, porok, prosjek, povratak (cf. KorTLANDT 1989: 53 =
2011: 171, also 2011: 69). The vowel that received the accent in the case of retraction
was not always short originally, but such long vowels were shortened at a more
recent stage, e.g. Stokavian na vodu < *nd vodg < *nda vodo, like gen.sg. prdseta
< *prdseta (cf. KOrRTLANDT 1989: 54 = 2011: 173).

There are two reasons why the name “Saxmatov’s law” seems inappropriate
to me. First, the retraction was not conditioned by a preceding short vowel, which
is typologically improbable anyway (cf. Ivic 1958: 105).! The absence of retraction

! “Die Quantitit der Silbe unmittelbar vor dem alten Akzent — wenn sie lang ist, zieht diese
Silbe leichter den Akzent auf sich zuriick. Es ist sehr bedeutsam, dass die umgekehrten Phanomene
niemals vorkommen”.
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to a preceding long vowel refers to a later stage, when new pretonic long vowels had
arisen as a result of Dybo’s law. Second, Saxmatov does not offer a structural
motivation for his retraction, which affected paradigms with mobile accentuation
only. This is strongly reminiscent of Pedersen’s law in Balto-Slavic, according to which
the accent was retracted from medial syllables in mobile accent paradigms, e.g.
Lithuanian acc.sg. dukterj ‘daughter’, piemenj ‘shepherd’, Greek Qvyarépa, noz,uéva
(cf. PEDERSEN 1933: 25; KORTLANDT 1989: 43 =2011: 159; OLANDER 2009: 23). In view
of the identical condltlonlng, I have called Saxmatov’s retraction also “Pedersen’s
law” in my account of the Slavic developments. The two have in common the rise
of lateral mobility in mobile accent paradigms. While the Balto-Slavic development
retracted the accent from a suffix to the root syllable, the later Slavic development
retracted the accent from the root to a preposition or prefix, extending lateral ac-
centuation beyond its original domain.

While the first half of Saxmatov’s law has received widespread recognition,
it appears that the second half has fallen into oblivion. This is probably because its
effects were largely obliterated by later developments. An appreciation of its sig-
nificance presupposes the discovery of Dybo’s law, which in its turn presupposes
the discovery of Stang’s law, both of which can be dated almost half a century
after Saxmatov’s study.

Dybo’s law shifted a non-acute non-falling accent to the following syllable
both from long and from short vowels, as in the instances listed above. A long
vowel that received the accent was shortened, losing the accent again to the pre-
ceding syllable if the long vowel was in the Iast accentuable syllable of the word
form, e.g. Stokavian volja < *vold < *volja versus Zéna < *2ena < *2éna.? This is
Stang’s law (cf. KorTLANDT 1989: 54 = 2011: 172). Thus, the second half of
Saxmatov’s law is the shortening of long vowels in medial syllables that received
the accent in accordance with Dybo’s law but did not lose the accent in accordance
with Stang’s law, e.g. in ndvala, nahlada, nauka, prilika, zadruga, zasluzan, hvalili,
pitali, also slika, zgrada, where the prefix *s»- had similarly lost the accent to the
root, as was also the case in spori. The accentuation of the polysyllabic oblique
cases was generalized in such instances as zdvrat, zavjet, potres, prosjek.

I conclude that Saxmatov’s law embodies two chronologlcally distinct develop-
ments, first the retraction of the accent to a preposition or prefix in mobile accent
paradigms, and after Dybo’s law the shortening of long vowels in medial syllables.
Neither development was dependent on the quantity of the preceding vowel.
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Openepuk Kopriaanyg
O ITAXMATOBJBEBOM 3AKOHY
Pesume
[laxMaTOBJBEB 3aKOH OTEJIOBJBYjE 1B XPOHOJIOMIKH PAa3IMYUTa Pa3Boja, HajIpe MOBJIAUCHE
aKIeHTa Ha MPEIJIOT MM NpeUKC y MOOMIIHUM aKIIEHAaTCKUM MapajaurMama, u nocie JJuboosor

3aKoHa, cCKkpahuBame AYyrux BoKaida y MeIMjallHuM cioroBuma. Hujenan ox oBa nBa pasBoja HUje
3aBUCHO O] KBAHTHTETA IIPETXOJHOT BOKAIIA.
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