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Abstract: This paper analyses the archaeological assemblage from the site of Kafilerija,
near Cuprija, recovered during rescue excavations carried out in 2013. Its aim is to de-
fine the cultural and chronological characteristics of the earlier occupation horizon on
the basis of stratigraphic relations, archaeological features, and the stylistic and typo-
logical analysis of the mobile finds. The excavations identified two occupation phases: a
more recent phase, belonging to the Roman period, which is not discussed in this study,
and an older phase, documented primarily by prehistoric pottery fragments, pits, and
floors. The characteristics of the pottery indicate that the settlement was established in
the Early Iron Age, most probably during the 10" or the 9" century BC, while the avail-
able evidence suggests that this horizon lasted no later than the end of the 8" century BC.
Research results contribute to a more precise understanding of Early Iron Age settlement
patterns in the Middle Pomoravlje region.

Keywords: Kafilerija, Cuprija, Middle Pomoravlje region, Early Iron Age, pottery, set-
tlement, pits, floors

Introduction

The site was named after the nearby Veterinary Institution “Napredak”
in Cuprija, which is locally better known as Kafilerija. Until now, the site has not
been the subject of a separate study in the archaeological literature; therefore, the
data presented in this paper are based on the archaeological material and field
documentation kept in the Horreum Margi — Ravno Museum in Cuprija.

The site of Kafilerija had previously been known to the competent mu-
seum, but its archaeological potential was confirmed by a field survey conducted
between 27 and 29 May 2013. The survey was carried out by specialists from the
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Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments in Kragujevac and the local
museum. The need for rescue archaeological excavations arose during the imple-
mentation of the project “Reconstruction and Modernisation of the Belgrade—Nis
Railway Line”, which included earthworks on the Gilje—Cuprija—Paraéin section.
Since the planned railway route affected part of the site of Kafilerija, rescue ar-
chaeological investigations were carried out under the organisation of the Insti-
tute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments in Kragujevac.'

Subsequently, in 2020, the Regional Museum in Paracin, in cooperation
with the Institute of Archaeology in Belgrade, carried out a revision field survey
of the site. The aim of this research was to examine the wider area of the site, in-
cluding an assessment of the natural and geographical suitability of its surround-
ings for potential palacoeconomic activities (Milojevi¢ et al. 2021).

Geographical and environmental context of the site

The site of Kafilerija is located in the microregion of Veliko Pomoravlje,
in the part of the upper Velika Morava basin that administratively belongs to the
Municipality of Cuprija. It is positioned in the southern outskirts of Cuprija, in
the vicinity of the so-called Terko settlement, within the cadastral tract known as
Tonja. This is a broad valley plain on the right bank of the Velika Morava, in the
zone facing the boundary with the Municipality of Paracin.

The site itself occupies an area on the terrace plateau of the Velika Mora-
va, which extends from Cuprija towards Paraéin and which, in geomorphologi-
cal terms, may be defined as the first Morava terrace, with local elements of
proluvial-deluvial deposits. It is a slightly elevated plateau situated between the
alluvial plain of the Velika Morava to the west and Karadordevo Brdo (256 m)
and Vezirovo Brdo (308 m) to the east. The terrace extends almost rectilinearly in
a north-western/south-eastern direction, along the section between the mouth of
the Crnica River in the south and the mouth of the Ravanica River in the north,
over a length of approximately 8.5 km.

Today, this terrace lies between 1.3 and 4.5 km from the right bank of
the Velika Morava, while below its edge, along almost its entire length, traces
of the former dynamic course of the Morava can be observed in the form of ox-
bow depressions and dry channels. Although this section of the Morava terrace is
uninhabited today, archaeological data indicate intensive occupation in the past.
According to the results of the 2020 field survey and earlier investigations, 15

! The excavations were directed by archaeologist Marko Grkovi¢, director of the Institute for the
Protection of Cultural Monuments in Kragujevac. The expert team consisted of Marija Kali¢anin-
Krsti¢, archaeologist; Ana Andrijevié, archaeologist; Danica MiloSevi¢ Jovi¢, archaeologist; Sanja
Sekuli¢, civil engineer; and Branko Aleksi¢, archaeology student.
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Fig. 1. Topographic position of the site of Kafilerija

Ca. 1. Tomorpadcxu monoxaj Jokanureta Kadunepuja

sites with material traces dating from the Neolithic to Late Antiquity have been
recorded on the terrace plateau (Milojevi¢ et al. 2021).

The site of Kafilerija occupies a characteristic position within a relatively
uniform valley landscape. It is situated on a projecting terrace promontory cover-
ing approximately 2 ha, which was probably once located within the convex bend
of a river meander (fig. 1). The remains of ponds and marshy areas, visible until
recently and formerly surrounding this plateau, may be interpreted as traces of
an earlier riverbed or branch of the Velika Morava. The plateau itself provides a
good visual overview of the valley, since it lies at a higher elevation (128.3 m)
than the alluvial plain (118.9 m). This elevated position probably offered pro-
tection from the immediate effects of river overflow and flooding. In addition,
the configuration of the terrain suggests certain natural defensive advantages:
the terrace promontory is elevated and surrounded on three sides by water or
marshy zones, while easier access was possible only from the eastern side, where
it merges with the broader Morava terrace.

If a meander of the Velika Morava did indeed exist in the immediate
vicinity of Kafilerija, such a hydrographic setting may have offered considerable
fishing potential. In the zones of meander bends, the river current slows down,
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creating more favourable conditions for the retention of ichthyofauna, resting ar-
eas for fish, and accumulation of food resources; consequently, higher concentra-
tions of fish populations are often recorded in such locations (Sukhodolov 2012;
Garcia et al. 2012, 50, 60—63). In addition, parts of a river course with a weaker
current and favourable channel configuration could have represented suitable
crossing points across larger watercourses. In this respect, the positions of fords,
ferry crossings and bridges on the Morava may serve as useful comparative indi-
cators, although they should be regarded as indirect rather than direct evidence of
prehistoric communication routes.

Four water sources were recorded along the northern edge of the ter-
race promontory, which further indicates the favourable character of this micro-
location for settlement. Alluvial sediments are also present in the immediate vi-
cinity of the site, including silty-sandy clays that may have been suitable for the
production of baking lids and pottery. Quartz was also recorded across the wider
area, representing a raw material that could have been used for the production of
chipped stone tools. In addition, alluvial deposits in certain geological settings
may contain metallic raw materials, such as gold, silver, tin, copper, and magnet-
ite, with river meanders and bends often standing out as particularly favourable
zones for their accumulation (Epemuja 1980, 304; Els and Eriksson 2006). How-
ever, for the time being, there is no confirmation that such resources were present
or exploited in the immediate surroundings of Kafilerija. This possibility should
therefore be considered only as a geological and palacoeconomic potential.

No deposits of metallic raw materials are known within the site catchment
area, that is to say, within a radius of 5 km. The nearest copper (Cu) deposits are
located approximately 20 km north-east of Kafilerija, on the slopes of the Baba and
Samanjac mountains, more precisely in the area of the site of Javorac — Obradova
Stolica (Veselinovi¢ et al. 1970, 45; Byjanosuh 1978). Occurrences of gold (Au)
are associated with the area around the course of the Kr¢eva River (Vukas 2014),
while iron (Fe) deposits have been recorded in the mountain zone of Juhor, ap-
proximately 10-15 km from Kafilerija, near the village of TreSnjevica (Doli¢ et al.
1981; JanxoBuh 1990, 358, 722—725). However, the possible exploitation of these
resources in prehistory has not yet been archaeologically confirmed. In the context
of this paper, they should therefore be regarded primarily as potential raw-material
resources rather than as demonstrated economic foundations of the settlement.?

2 During the excavations of Mom¢ilov Grad on Juhor, iron slag and iron objects were found, pos-
sibly indicating metallurgical activities during the Iron Age and/or Late Antiquity. Such a cautious
chronological attribution is necessary because both horizons are documented in the site stratigraphy
(bpm6ommh 1986; Byukosuh et al. 2021). The possibility of metallurgical activities in the wider area of
Mome¢ilov Grad is further supported by the find of an iron ingot (Munojesuh 2023, 278-279, fig. 82).
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These data are significant for understanding settlement patterns in a re-
gional context, as well as for identifying possible palacoeconomic strategies of
communities from different periods of the past. The Morava terrace, as a contact
zone between two areas with different topographic and biogeographic character-
istics, probably represented a favourable choice for settlement. Such a position
may have enabled the use of different resource zones within the broader settle-
ment area. This may also be considered through the model of a traditional system
of spatially organised agricultural exploitation within a village territory, known
from the ethnographic past (Byxocasssesuh 2012, 185-201).

In addition to agricultural advantages, favourable communication condi-
tions were also an important factor in the choice of settlement location. Naturally
predisposed points along larger rivers, characterised by a suitable channel con-
figuration and a weaker current, may have been particularly significant, as they
facilitated river crossing by means of fords, watercraft, or bridging (Se¢kovié
1976). The local availability of raw materials such as clay, stone, and wood was
likewise important for meeting the basic construction and craft requirements as-
sociated with the establishment and maintenance of households in the past, as
suggested by ethnographic parallels (Oummmosuh 1951, 39-48; Flannery and
Winter 1976; Kramer 1985, 79; Rice 1987, 116—117; BykxocasibeBuh 2012, 333).

Archaeological context of the site

During the rescue archaeological excavations at the site of Kafilerija,
an area within a sector measuring 35 x 100 m was investigated. The excavation
area was organised as a square grid, oriented north-west/south-east. Along the X
axis, the squares were labelled with Cyrillic letters A, B, V, G, D, b and E (A, b,
B, I, /I, B, and E), with the grid starting at its northern corner. Along the Y axis,
the squares were marked with Arabic numerals from 1 to 20, with the numbering
running from west to east (fig. 2). Each square measured 5 x 5 m. A total area of
352 m? was excavated and documented within 22 squares.

The first group of squares was investigated in the north-western part of
the grid. Excavations were initially carried out in squares D1, E1, G2, D2, D3,
and E3. After the excavation had reached the sterile subsoil and the stratigraphic
and spatial data had been documented, the investigations continued in the south-
eastern part of the grid, in squares V18, D18, B20, G20, and D20. Since only a
very small quantity of archaeological material was recorded in this zone, further
excavations towards the south-east were not undertaken.

The work was then redirected towards the central part of the grid, where
squares P13, G13, El11, D11, V11, All, B9, G9, B9, and E7 were excavated.
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Fig. 2. Square grid at Kafilerija with labelled squares
in which archaeological excavations were carried out

Ca. 2. Kanparna mMpexa Ha Kadunepuju ca MMEHOBaHUM KBaJjpaTuMa
Ha KOjuMa Cy BpIIEHA apXECOJIOIIKa HCKOTIaBamba

The last square to be opened was A1, in the north-eastern corner of the grid, with
the aim of assessing the quantity of archaeological material and establishing the
relationship between this part of the site and other excavated areas.

The highest concentration of mobile archaeological material was record-
ed in the western part of the grid, where several archacological features were
also documented. Some of these features contained compacted earth floors, while
others were distinguished by higher concentrations of pottery, daub, and ash. The
lowest point of the cultural layer was recorded in square P2, in pit 3, where a
relative depth of 3.30 m was reached in relation to the surface level of the site.

The results of the archaeological research revealed a relatively simple
stratigraphic sequence, indicating two occupation horizons at the site of Kafile-
rija. The earlier horizon may be attributed to the Iron Age, while the later horizon
belongs to the Roman period. Both horizons were disturbed to a certain extent:
the earlier by Roman-period interventions, and the later by subsequent agricul-
tural cultivation. Judging by the quantity of mobile material and the number of
archaeological features, the Iron Age remains represent the more intensive ar-
chaeological horizon and may be interpreted as part of a settlement.
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Fig. 3. North-eastern profile of pit 5; 1. pottery; 2. yellow clayey sediment;
3. grey sediment; 4. yellow sediment; 5. ash; 6. charcoal

Ca. 3. CeBepouctounu npodui jame 5; 1. kepamuika; 2. )KyTH [JIHHOBUTH CCIIUMCHT;
3. CUBHU CEJIMMEHT; 4. )KyTH CEJUMEHT; 5. 1erneo; 6. rapex

Iron Age archaeological features

The highest concentration of Iron Age finds was recorded in the yellow-
ish-brown soil layer, which lay beneath the greyish-brown surface layer. In strati-
graphic terms, this horizon appeared in almost all excavated areas at a depth of
20-40 cm and extended down to the clayey sterile subsoil, reaching a maximum
thickness of approximately 60 cm. In most excavated squares, the horizon had
been disturbed to a greater or lesser extent, primarily by later Roman-period in-
terventions and subsequent agricultural cultivation.

In several squares — V11, G9, G13, D1, D11, E7, E11, and D13 — varying
concentrations of daub were recorded within this layer, while floor remains were
documented in four squares: G9, G13, D1, and E7. On the basis of the concentration
of mobile finds, the presence of daub, floor remains, and cut features, it may be con-
cluded that the 2013 rescue excavations encompassed part of an Iron Age settlement.

Within this horizon, five cut features containing mobile finds attributable
to the Early Iron Age were identified. These features were documented as pits 2,
4,5, 6,and 7. The largest was pit 5, discovered in square D11. It was pear-shaped,
with a maximum diameter of 1.4 m. The cut reached a depth of 1.6 m from the
base of the third excavation layer, or 2.4 m below the ground surface (fig. 3). The
fill consisted mainly of ash, with a smaller quantity of charcoal. The finds include
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Fig. 4. Spindle whorl in situ in pit 5, sq. D11, photographed from the west

Ca. 4. llpussenax in situ 'y jamu 5, k8. 111, cnukano ca 3anana

, &* z W L =3
Fig. 5. North-western part of p1t 4 in square G20, photographed from the north-east
Ca. 5. C3 ngeo jame 4 y xB. ['20, ciMKaHO ca CEBEPOUCTOKA
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%

Fig. 6. Plan view of pit 6, square D13, photographd from the south-west
Ca. 6. OcHosa jame 6, kB. D13, ciukano ca jyro3amana

a conically modelled pot with a very coarse texture, pottery fragments, a spindle
whorl (fig. 4), a pyramidal ceramic weight, and a heavily corroded flat iron object
that may be a blade fragment.

The remaining pits were considerably smaller. Pit 2 was documented at
the level of the sterile subsoil in square D1. It was 110 cm wide and 25 cm deep,
and its fill consisted of grey ash-rich soil with pottery fragments. Pit 4, 80 cm in
diameter and 60 cm deep, was located in square G20 (fig. 5). It contained only a
very small quantity of mobile finds, while its lower part was filled with a larger
amount of charcoal. Pit 6, with 95 cm in diameter and 25 cm deep, was discov-
ered in square D13 (fig. 6). In addition to a small number of pottery fragments,
it contained three stone querns. Owing to its small dimensions and shape, pit 7,
located in square G9, was interpreted as a posthole for a wooden post.

In addition to the pits, four other features containing floor remains and daub
were identified, probably representing the remains of above-ground house structures.
Particularly notable is the feature in square E7, where traces of a compacted-earth
floor measuring 5 % 3.2 m were documented. Within this floor area, a well-preserved
circular clay installation, with 1.2 m in diameter and made of intensely fired clay,
was identified; it appears to have been repeatedly exposed to fire (fig. 7). The pres-
ence of charcoal-rich material, ash, and a substantial quantity of fired clay suggests
that this circular feature most probably represented the base of an oven or hearth.
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Fig. 7. Sketch plan of square E7 with the north-western profile and a photograph of
the fired base of an oven or hearth; 1. yellowish-brown sediment; 2. daub; 3. grey-ashy
sediment; 4. dark-brown sediment; 5. charcoal; 6. burnt floor surface

Ca. 7. Ckuna ocHoBe kBajpara E7 ca ceseposanaanuM npodmiom n ¢ororpadujom
3ariedeHe OCHOBE Mehu Wi Or\bUIITa; 1. )KyTOMPKH CEIUMEHT; 2. JIeTl; 3. CUBOIIENeIbacT!
CEIMMEHT; 4. TAMHOMPKH CEANMEHT; 5. Tapex; 6. (parMeHTH 3ariedeHe MOAHHUIE

Iron Age ceramic material

The Iron Age finds assemblage consists mainly of pottery fragments,
while quern fragments (PL. I11/5-6), chipped stone tools, weights (PI. 111/4), spin-
dle whorls, and objects made of worked animal bone and horn (PI. 11I/2-3) are
considerably less frequent. The only metal object that can be associated with
greater certainty with the Iron Age horizon was discovered in the contact zone
of the yellowish-brown soil layer and the sterile subsoil in square D2. It is a cop-
per or bronze wire of circular cross-section, with 1-1.5 mm in diameter and 97
mm long, without decorative motifs or other diagnostic details. For this reason,
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its original function cannot be determined with certainty, although it may have
formed part of a jewellery item or a small functional element.

Most of the Iron Age ceramic assemblage consists of vessel fragments of
coarse texture, with unburnished surfaces and inclusions of coarse-grained sand
and small stones. These vessels were most often fired in dark brown and reddish
tones. They mostly comprise coarse kitchen ware and storage vessels, produced
without elaborate technological or surface treatment. Decorative elements are
rare and usually consist of one or two applied ornamental bands decorated with
incisions, circular impressions, or square impressions. Vessels of medium and
fine texture are less frequent, but display greater diversity in form and decoration.
This group includes fragments of beakers, cups, and bowls, as well as parts of
larger vessels intended for storage or cooking (P1. 1/7-8).

In addition to arched handles of circular or semi-circular cross-section
(P1. I/1, 3-4), vessels also had tongue-shaped, knob-like, strap handles (P1. 1/5-7;
PI. 1I/19), and horseshoe-shaped handles (Pl. I/2). The rims are most often thick-
ened, straight-cut or obliquely cut, and frequently everted or projecting outwards
from the vessel body. In some cases, they are decorated with oblique incisions
(PL. II/11). Thinned rims occur much less frequently and are generally associated
with pear-shaped vessels of fine texture (P1. I/7; P1. 1I/12).

Tableware is most frequently represented by slightly biconical bowls with
inturned, horizontally faceted rims (Pl. II/2, 7-9), while examples with obliquely
faceted rims are less common (PL. I1/5). This bowl type is widely distributed across
almost the entire Balkan Peninsula, as well as in the southern parts of Central
Europe, from the beginning of the Late Bronze Age to the end of the Early Iron
Age (bynarosuh 2009). At Kafilerija, the assemblage includes slightly biconical
bowls with horizontally or obliquely faceted upper bodies, as well as hemispheri-
cal bowls with inturned rims and a single horizontal facet. According to the ty-
pology of A. Bulatovic¢, these forms correspond to variants la, Ial, and Ib, which
predominate at sites with horizons dated to Ha A2-B3 (bymnarosuh 2009, 96).

At better investigated sites, such as Bosut, the same forms have been
shown to continue to be in use during the Ha C period (Medovi¢ i Medovi¢ 2010,
fig. 70/5, 71/8, 11, 82/6-7, 92/7, 93/4, 94/5, 99/10, 101/8-9, 118/1, 120/8, 124/9,
138/13—15, 148/10, 153/4-5, 14-15, 18). A comparable situation has been ob-
served in the Velika Morava basin, where variants la and Ial dominate in Iron
Age la-b layers, corresponding to Ha A2—Ha B2 (bynarosuh 2009, 97). The
same variants also occur in the Ha B3—Ha C phases, corresponding to the LaniSte
I and Laniste II — Basarabi phases according to M. Stoji¢ (Crojuh 2004, 170—
179). At Mediana, near Nis, these bowl variants are almost equally represented
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in horizons II (Ha A2-B1) and 111 (Ha B1-B2) (Munojesuh 2023, T. XV/1-2, T.
XVIII/4-5). In the Juzna Morava basin, they occur in strata [I-IV at Hisar (Ha
A2-B1), in horizons III-1V at Krzince (Ha A2-Ha B3), and at the sites of Re-
sulja (Ha A2), Crkviste (Ha B), and Svinjiste (Ha B) (Jlasuh 2005, 149, T. V/3,
VII/10-12, VIII/1-3, XII/1, 2, 4, XIII/1-6; Byaarosuh 2007, 77-83, 202-208;
Bynarosuh 2009, 98; bynarosuh n Kamypan 2013, 114-115, T. 1/4-6, 11/27-28,
111/52, 57, 63; Bulatovi¢ and Kapuran 2007, 8, T. I/12). These forms are also at-
tested at sites with Iron Age horizons dated to Ha C1-2, such as Meaniste near
Ranutovac, where some examples bear a row of square impressions made with a
roulette (bynarosuh u mp. 2016, T. I1/21).

Within the Kafilerija assemblage, particularly diagnostic are a bowl frag-
ment bearing a row of stamped S-shaped ornaments within a facet (PL. I1/2), and a
fragment whose belly, below the faceted zone, bears two horizontal rows with the
same motif (P II/10). This decorative motif is associated with the developed phase
of the Basarabi style and was widely used in vessel decoration from the 8" century
BC onwards (Jevti¢ 1992, 395-396). Apart from pottery, the same ornament was
also recorded on a ceramic spindle whorl from Kafilerija (P1. III/1). Overall, S-
shaped ornaments are relatively rare on pottery from Kafilerija and occur in rather
archaic forms. It may therefore be assumed that this decorative motif at Kafilerija
represents an early phase of its local stylisation, before acquiring a more standard-
ised and recognisable form in the later development of the Basarabi style.

The decorative repertoire of pottery from Kafilerija also includes a var-
ied group of motifs produced by puncturing. These consist of circular, crescent-
shaped, triangular, and square punctate impressions (Pl. I/8; Pl. II/11-15), in
some cases set within narrow grooves (Pl. 1I/11). Comparable puncturing tech-
niques are frequently documented on vessels attributed to the Ha B phase in the
Morava region (Stoji¢ 1986, Pls. V/2, XII/5, XIV/1, 7, XVIII/1, XX/6, 8; Ctojuh
2004, Pls. IX/16, X/7), as well as at sites with later Ha C horizons (Stoji¢ 1986,
Pls. XXV/5, XXVII/2, XXX/8; Crojuh 2004, Pls. XI/8, 12). Vessels with outer
surfaces burnished to a high gloss were also recorded (Pl. 1/7).

Particularly significant is a decorative motif consisting of a series of fine
oblique incisions made with a toothed tool. On one example, this motif appears
as a zigzag pattern within a facet, while two parallel horizontal lines enclose an
impressed row of S-shaped ornaments on the belly of the same bowl (P1. 11/9).
This type of decoration may be regarded as a possible precursor to the tremolo
technique, which developed at the beginning of the 7% century BC, although its
wider use probably occurred somewhat later, around the middle of the same cen-
tury (Jevti¢ 1992, 348-354, 397; Stoji¢ 1986, 101-102; Crojuh 2004, 72-74).
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Ornaments consisting of dense oblique incisions, as well as square im-
pressions executed either within grooves or outside them, are already attested
within the Ha B phase. In the course of subsequent development, they became
one of the characteristic decorative elements in the area of Kosovo, northern
Macedonia, and the Vranje—Morava region. On the basis of these motifs, together
with other material culture elements, this area has been distinguished in the lit-
erature as a separate cultural zone, which by the Ha C phase came to be defined
as a distinct cultural group (Srejovi¢ 1973; Iapamanun 1988; Bacuh 1990; Tacuh
1998; Bulatovi¢ 2007a).

Conclusion

The investigations at the site of Kafilerija, near Cuprija, have made it
possible, for the first time, to gain a clearer insight into a previously unpublished
Iron Age settlement horizon on the right bank of the Velika Morava. Although the
2013 rescue excavations were conditioned by the route of infrastructure works
and covered only a limited area of the site, the results indicate that this was an
archaeologically significant location within the upper Velika Morava basin. It is
particularly important to note the fact that the settlement was established on a ter-
race promontory, in a zone that provided a good overview of the valley, relative
protection from flooding, access to water, and the possibility of exploiting differ-
ent resource zones in the wider surroundings.

The subject of this paper is exclusively the earlier, prehistoric horizon of
the site, namely, archaeological features and finds that can be associated with the
Iron Age. The later, Roman-period horizon was recorded in the stratigraphy of the
site and is relevant for understanding subsequent disturbances and the transfor-
mation of the site, but it wasn’t analysed separately in this paper. Accordingly, the
interpretation, typological and chronological assessment, and cultural-regional
positioning are focused primarily on the material from the prehistoric, or Iron
Age, context.

The documented archaeological features, primarily pits, floor remains,
concentrations of daub, and a structure with traces of intensive burning, indicate
that the excavated part of the site may be interpreted as a segment of a settlement,
rather than merely as an area of secondary deposition. The finds assemblage,
dominated by pottery fragments and supplemented by quern fragments, weights,
spindle whorls, chipped stone tools, and objects made of worked bone and horn,
points to activities characteristic of everyday household life. In this respect, Kafi-
lerija contributes to a better understanding of settlement organisation and mate-
rial culture during the Early Iron Age in the Middle Morava region.
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The distribution of Iron Age finds and the layout of archaeological fea-
tures are not uniform across all excavated trenches. The highest concentration
of archaeological material and features was recorded in the central part of the
excavated area, while their frequency decreases towards the southern, and espe-
cially the northern, part of the Morava terrace. The central part of the grid, in fact,
encompasses the eastern edge of the terrace promontory, on which the main part
of the settlement was probably located. This distribution indicates that the 2013
rescue excavations covered only the eastern periphery of the settlement, while its
central part remained outside the expropriation zone.

This circumstance, together with disturbances from later periods and the
limited presence of chronologically diagnostic ceramic material in the pits, pre-
vents a more precise differentiation of chronological sequences within the Iron
Age horizon. This part of the site stratigraphy may therefore be regarded as a
single-layered prehistoric settlement, that is to say, as a horizon in which, on the
basis of the available evidence, it is not possible to reliably distinguish several
successive occupation phases.

At the same time, the stylistic and typological features of the pottery
indicate that occupation at Kafilerija probably extended over a relatively long
chronological span. The beginning of this horizon may be broadly assigned to
the Ha B2—B3 phases, while certain elements suggest that it may have continued
into the initial stage of Ha CI. It should also be taken into account that older
vessel forms and decorative elements may have remained in use for some time,
alongside newer decorative techniques and motifs. Nevertheless, the archaically
rendered S-shaped ornaments and the absence of a developed tremolo technique
suggest that the Iron Age settlement at Kafilerija most probably did not continue
significantly beyond the end of the 8" century BC.

In a broader regional context, finds from Kafilerija complement the exist-
ing picture of settlement in the middle Morava region during the Early Iron Age
and underline the importance of terrace locations along major river courses. Al-
though the limited scope of the excavations does not allow for a full reconstruction
of the settlement organisation, the available evidence clearly indicates that this
area participated in cultural processes linking the Morava region with the wider
Central Balkan and Danubian spheres. The particular value of Kafilerija lies in its
settlement context, since sites of this kind are essential for understanding house-
hold economy, spatial organisation, and cultural-chronological developments dur-
ing the Early Iron Age. Given that the rescue excavations covered only the periph-
eral zone of the site, a more complete understanding of its internal organisation,
chronology, and function will require further systematic research.
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Ierap Musaojesuh
ApXeoJolIKyu UHCTUTYT, beorpas

Jdanuuna Muaomeuh Jopuh
Mysej ,,Horreum Margi” — Pasno, hynpuja

XOPHU3OHT PAHOI 'BO3JAEHOI" 1OBA CA
JIOKAJIMTETA KA®WJIEPUJA KO RYIIPUJE

Kibyune peun: Kagunepuja, Ryipuja, cpegroe Ilomopasmwe,
pano i603getio goda, Kepamuxa, Hacemwe, jame, HogHULe

Pan ce GaBu aHaM30M CTapHjer, IPAaUCTOPU)jCKOT XOPH30HTA HAJIA3UIITA
Kadwunepuja xox Rynpuje, koju ce Ha OCHOBY CTpaTHIpadCKUX OJHOCA U CTHII-
CKO-THITOJIOIIKUX OJJIMKA TIOKPETHOT MaTepujaia MOXKe OIPE/ICIUTH y TBO3/ICHO
noba. Jlokanurer je McTpaKMBaH TOKOM 3aIITHTHUX apXEOJONIKUX MCKOMaBamba
2013. romuHe, CIpOBEACHHUX MOBOJOM PaZoBa Ha PEKOHCTPYKIHMJU U MOJCPHH-
3auju kenesnudke npyre beorpan—Humr. IpeaMer paga Hucy Ouinu Haja3u w3
mutaljer, aHTHYKOT XOpU30HTa, Beh NCKIbYYHBO HEMOKPETHE LICTMHE U TIOKPETHU
apXeOoJIONIKH MaTepHjall KOjH Ce MOTY IOBECTH y Be3y ca MPArCTOPH]jCKUM, OJTHO-
CHO I'BO3/ICHOIOOHNM HACEJHEM.

Kadunepuja ce Hanasu Ha jyxuoj nepudepuju hynpuje, y neiay rop-
HOBEIIMKOMOPABCKE KOTJIMHE, Ha JecHoj obanu Bennke Mopage. Jlokamurer je
MO3UIIMOHUPAH Ha 0Jaro y3AUTHYTOM TEPACHOM je3WHKY, IOBPIIMHE OKO 2 Xa,
KOjU je BEpOBaTHO OMO CMELITEH Yy 30HHM HEKaJallllbel MeaHJIpa WIM pyKaBla
Benuke Mopage. OBakaB 10JI0)Kaj MPYXkao j& BUIIC HACCOOMHCKHUX MPEIHOCTH:
peJaTHBHY 3aLITUTY OJ IUIaBJbCHA, J00ap BU3YESIHH MPEIIe] IOIUHE, IPUCTYII
BOJIM, MOTYNHOCT KOopHuIhema alyBHjalTHUX W TEPACHUX PECYPCHUX 30HA, Ka0 U
NOTEHIMjAIHY KOHTPOJY JIOKAJIIHUX KOMYHHKaluja. Y IIUpeM OKpYKewy Haja-
3WIITa €BUCHTUPAHH CYy U3BOPH BOJIC, TOTO/IHE ITIMHE, KBAPI U JIPYTH IPUPOTHH
pecypcH, I0K JIEKHIITAa METATMYHUX CUPOBHHA Y HEIIOCPEITHOM EKOHOMCKOM pa-
IUjycy oi1 5 KM HUCY noTBpheHa.

3aIITUTHUM UCKOIaBamMa oOyxBaheHa je orpaHMdYeHa MOBPIINHA JIOKa-
JIMTETa, OPraHu30BaHa y KBajparHy Mpexy. Ctparurpadcka cimka rnokasara je mo-
CTOjarbe JIBa XOPU30HTa HaceJbaBamba: CTapHjer, 'BO3IeHOA00HOT, U Mitaler, aHTH4-
Kor. ['BO371eHOI00HN XOPU30HT PETUCTPOBAH j€ Y CIIOjy )KYTOMPKE 3€MJbE, UCIION
MOBPIIMHCKOT CII0ja, U 'y BehHHU COHM TI0jaBbyje ce Ha xyouHu o 20 1o 40 1M,
JnocTiKyhin Makcumainy 1e0spuHy o1 oko 60 M. OBaj XOPU3OHT OO je JIeTMMUY-
HO nopeMeheH KaCHUjUM aHTHYKHM MHTEPBEHIIM]aMa 1 KyJITHBAIIN]OM 3eMJBHIITA.
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Y OKBHpY I'BO3/1€HOIOOHOT XOPU30HTA JOKYMEHTOBAHHU CY OCTAllH jama,
MOJIHUIIA, KOHIIEHTpalrje KyhHOr Jierna M CTpYKTypa ca TparoBuMa WHTEH3UB-
Hor ropema. [loceOHO ce u3nBaja cTpykTypa y kBaapary E7, ca mogHuuoM ox
HaOMjeHe 3eMJbe M KPY>KHOM TOBPIIMHOM O MHTEH3MBHO 3alledyeHe IIIHHE, KOja
ce MOXKE TYMa4uTH Kao OCHOBa nehu mim ormumTa. OBakBU Halla3u yKasyjy aa
j€ UCTpakeH! J1e0 JIOKAJIUTETa MPEACTaBhba0 CErMEHT HAacesba, a HE CaMO 30HY
CEKYHAApHOT ACTIOHOBAIba MaTepHjaa.

[ToxpeTHu apXeoJoUIKKM MaTepujan HajBehnM neraoM 4duHe (hparMeHTH
rpHYapHje, 0K Cy Hajla3H KPBHEBA, TETOBA, NPIIJbEHAKA, OKPECAHUX aJIaTKU U
npenMeTta on odpahene koctu u pora pehe 3actymsbeHu. KepamMudakyu mHBEHTAp
oOyxBaTa mocyne rpyoe, cpeame u pune ¢pakrype, Mehy Kojuma ce uzaBajajy
KyXHICKO 1Tocyhe, mocysie 3a CKIaiuITenhe, IexXapy, MI0Jke U 371eie. XPOHOIIOo-
HIKH Cy HApOYMTO 3HauajHe Oylaro OMKOHWYHE 37eJIe ¢a XOPH30HTAIHO HWIIN KOCO
(dacerupanum 06010M, Ka0 U (PParMEHTH YKPAIICHU KUTOCAHUM S-OPHAMCHTH-
Ma, yooanMa, ype3uMa i MOTHBHMA KOjH MOTY MIPETXOANUTH Pa3BUjeHO] TPEMOIIO
TEXHUIIH.

Ha ocHOBY CTHIICKO-TUTIONOIIKE aHAJIM3e KePaMUKe, MOYeTaK IBO3CHO-
nmobuor xopu3oHTa Ha Kadunepuju Moxke ce OKBUPHO Be3aTH 3a (asze Ha B2-B3,
y3 MoryhHoct Tpajama g0 nodetrne erane Ha Cl. Mnak, 300or orpanuyene mno-
BpIIIMHE UCTpaXUBamba, mopeMehene crparurpaduje u Maiaor Opoja 3aTBOPEHUX
LeNMHA ca UHIUKaTUBHUM MarepujanoM, Huje Moryhe H3BOjUTH BHIIE YHYTpa-
IIBUX XPOHOJOMKHX cekBeHnM. Hamasmmre Kadwunepuja crora mpemcrasiba
3HauajaH MPUJIOT MT03HABay HACEOOMHCKE OpTraHU3alllje, CBAKOAHEBHUX aKTHB-
HOCTH W KYJITYPHO-XPOHOIIOIIKKX MpOIleca PaHOT TBO3ACHOT J00a y CpelheM
ITomopasiby.
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PL. I Ceramic material from the site of Kafilerija recovered during the 2013 rescue
excavations (collection of the Horreum Margi — Ravno Museum in Cuprija)

T. I Kepamuuku marepujai ca jokanutera Kadunepuja nponalyen Tokom 3amITHTHIX
ucrpaxupama 2013. ronune (30upka myseja ,,Horreum Margi” — PaBro y hymnpuju)
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PL. IT Ceramic material from the site of Kafilerija recovered during the 2013 rescue
excavations (collection of the Horreum Margi — Ravno Museum in Cuprija)

T. II Kepamuuku marepujai ca Jokanutera Kadunepuja nponalyen Tokom 3alITHTHIX
ucrpaxkubamwa 2013. ronune (36upka myseja ,,Horreum Margi” — PaBuo y hynpujn)
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PL. III Special finds from the site of Kafilerija recovered during the 2013 rescue
excavations (collection of the Horreum Margi — Ravno Museum in Cuprija)

T. III TToce6um Hanasu ca jokanurera Kadunepuja npoHal)eHn TOKOM 3alITUTHAX
ucrpaxupama 2013. ronune (30upka myseja ,,Horreum Margi” — PaBro y hymnpuju)
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