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Abstract: Polish-Serbian excavations of barrows at Sajkas and Zabalj yielded the first com-
prehensive data concerning the burial rites of the Yamnaya culture in Vojvodina. The Mediso-
va Humka barrow in Zabalj, researched in 2017-2018, was raised in two phases. Two graves
were discovered in the barrow, both dated within 2800—-2600 BCE. These were typical Yam-
naya culture burials, with good analogies in the eastern European zone. Grave 4 is the first
example of burying mixed and incomplete human remains in Vojvodina (among others, long
bones were missing), a ritual known from Yamnaya barrows in the north-western Pontic area.
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The archaeological research of barrows situated near the place where the
Tisa flows into the Danube, in the Sajkaska region, southern Backa, Republic of
Serbia, was carried out in 2016-2018 within the framework of the project “The
Danubian route of Yamnaya culture” (National Science Centre, Krakow, Poland,
no. 2015/17/B/HS3/01327) in cooperation with the Vojvodina Museum in Novi
Sad. The goal was to investigate the stratigraphy of barrows from the turn of the
Eneolithic and Early Bronze Age and to collect materials allowing for biological
characteristics of the Yamnaya population from the as yet sparsely researched
region of Vojvodina. As the area in question is the westernmost boundary of the
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Fig. 1. Location of the Medisova Humka barrow in Zabalj: 1 — position against other
investigated barrows in Vojvodina (in the red box), 2 — barrows explored by the
Polish-Serbian expedition in the Sajkaska region, 3 — view of the barrow prior to the
excavations, with JuriS§ina Humka (one of the largest barrows in the region) in the
foreground. Drawing by R. Skrzyniecki, photo: P. Wtodarczak

Cu. 1. Jlokanunja Menucose xymke y JKa0Ospy: 1 — monoxaj y onqHocy Ha apyre
HCTpakeHe XyMKe Y BojBoanHu (y pBEHOM OKBHUPY), 2 — XyMKe KOje je HCTpaxuia
noJbCKo-cpricka exuna y [lajkarikoj obmacty, 3 — morie Ha XyMKy [pPe HCKOIIaBamba,
ca JypuiuHoM XymKoM (jesiHa o1 HajBehux XyMKH y 0B0j 00J1acTH) Y TIPBOM ILIaHY.
Lprex: P. Cxuumernku, pororpaduja: I1. Biaonapuak
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Eurasian steppes, it therefore played a highly important role in the migrations of
nomadic populations of eastern European origin, including Yamnaya groups in
the 4"/3% millennium BCE (Heyd 2011). Until recently, the Yamnaya culture in
Vojvodina was known from a few barrows excavated in the Banat region (Fig. 1,
1). The subject of the fieldworks presented in this paper were, for the first time,
barrows situated in Backa, which means on the right bank of the Tisa River (Fig.
1, 2). A distinct concentration of barrows was identified in the Sajkaska region.
Their locations, shapes, and dimensions suggest their Eneolithic or Early Bronze
Age date (Medovi¢ 1998).

In 2016, excavations were carried out at the Ciganska Humka barrow in
the village of Sajkas (Bugaj et al. 2018; Koledin et al. 2020), and in 20172018
a barrow known as Medisova Humka was explored in Zabalj in South Backa
District (Fig. 1, 3). The latter was part of a barrow cluster, which also included,
among others, JuriSina Humka — a large barrow, with 55 m in diameter and 6 m
high, now under strict protection as a nature reserve (Stojsi¢, Kovacev 2011).
Medisova Humka is situated on the Tisa floodplain, 2.5 km west of the present-
day riverbed. The area is covered with humic vertisol soils and has been used as
pasture for many years. The barrow had approximately 40 m in diameter and was
3.2 m high, with a relatively well-preserved mound. The only traces of damage
are those connected with the construction of military trenches in the southern
part of the mound and with artillery shelling in the autumn of 1944. At that time,
the barrow was included into the system of fortifications created by Hungarian
and German troops to prevent the Red Amy from crossing the Tisa (Fig. 2:1).
The name Medisova Humka only appears on a First Military Survey Map of the
Hungarian Kingdom/Habsburg Empire from 17821785 (https://maps.arcanum.
com/en/map/firstsurvey-hungary).

The barrow was built in two stages, each of them connected with a sin-
gle Yamnaya culture burial (Fig. 2, 2:3). The older barrow was raised over grave
4. It had ca 20 m in diameter and was approximately 2 m high. The mound
was built from relatively homogenous dark-brown soil (humus), and its basis
was marked by a well-discernible layer of buried humus, some 30-40 cm thick.
Next, grave 1 was dug into its north-eastern part, and the barrow was enlarged
both in height (over 3 m) and diameter (to approx. 40 m). The overbuilt mound
was erected from soil of slightly lighter colour. It contained single fragments of
pottery from the turn of the Eneolithic and Early Bronze Age, and two flint arte-
facts. Numerous shells and splinters from WWII times were recorded as well. In
addition, seven round settlement pits and one small fireplace were dug into the
mound in the modern period.
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Fig. 2. Zabalj, Medisova Humka: 1 — general view of the barrow during the
exploration and a WWII military trench, 2 — plan of the barrow, 3 — grave 1 against
the barrow’s profile. Photo: P. Wiodarczak, drawing by M. Podsiadto

Cu. 2. ’Kabasp, MenucoBa xymka: | — ONIITH U3ITIEA XYMKE TOKOM UCTPAKHBAha
1 BOjHM poB u3 J[pyror cBerckor para, 2 — 1uiaH XyMke, 3 — rpo0 1, Hacymnpor
npodmry xymke. @otorpaduja: I1. Bmogapuak, nprex: M. [oxacjammo
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Fig. 3. Zabalj, Medisova Humka, grave 4: 1 — ceiling level, 2 — AMS dating of the
bones from the burial (Oxcal v4.3.2, Bronk Ramsey 2017), 3, 4 — level of the burial.
Photo and drawing by M. Podsiadto

Ca. 3. XKabam, Menncosa xymka, Tpo6 4: 1 — HuBO cBoza, 2 — AMC nmaroBame
KocTHjy u3 rpoba (Oxcal v4.3.2, Bronk Ramsey 2017), 3, 4 — HuBo rpo0a.
dororpaduja u uprex: M. [loncjamno
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Fig. 4. Zabalj, Medisova Humka, grave 1: 1 — ceiling level, 2 — AMS dating of
the bones from the burial (Oxcal v4.3.2, Bronk Ramsey 2017), 3 — level of the burial,
4 — reconstruction of the burial. Photo and drawing by M. Podsiadto

Ca. 4. XKabass, Meaucosa xymka, Tpo6 1: 1 — HuBO cBoza, 2 — AMC naroBame
koctHjy u3 rpoda (Oxcal v4.3.2, Bronk Ramsey 2017), 3 — uuBo rpooa,
4 — pexoHcTpykHja Tpoda. Potorpaduja u uprex: M. Iloxncjaamo

Grave 4, connected with the older barrow, was a regular rectangular pit,
160 x 80 cm in size, dug into the original ground level (Fig. 3). To the north
of the pit, a heap of yellow soil was recorded, originating from the digging of
the grave cut. Recorded at the grave’s bottom there were traces of eight stakes
driven symmetrically into the ground around the pit, and remains of a rectan-
gular mat on which the burial was placed. Traces of red pigment (ochre?) were
also identified within the mat. The remains of a male individual, approx. 40
years old (the anthropological analysis was performed by Mario Novak from
the University of Zagreb), were found lying mixed and incomplete in the cen-
tral part of the pit (among others, bones of the limbs were missing). No grave
goods were found.

212



P. Jarosz et al. Barrow of the Yamnaya culture in Zabalj...

Fig. 5. Zabalj, Medisova Humka, grave 1. Photo M. Podsiadto
Ca. 5. XKabass, Memucosa xymka, Tpod 1. @ororpaduja: M. [Toxacjammo

Grave 1 was connected with the more recent mound, which greatly in-
creased the barrow’s height and diameter (Fig. 4). Its more recent stratigraphic
position is evidenced by the fact that certain elements of the construction of
grave 1 rested on the heap of yellow soil, formed while digging grave 4. The
grave chamber was rectangular, with regular vertical walls, 190 x 110 cm in plan
and 80 cm deep. At the original ground level, it was covered with a structure
consisting of twenty-three transversal timbers (probably oak) and a mat (Fig.
5). The covering structure was much larger than the grave chamber itself and it
extended over an area of 360 x 290 cm. At the bottom, arranged symmetrically
around the edge of the pit, there were traces of twelve small stakes, approx. 5 cm
in diameter — analogical to those from grave 4. A poorly preserved skeleton of
an adult male individual, over 40 years of age, was lying on its back, with legs
contracted and moved to the right side (the knees originally pointed upwards).
The stature of the deceased was calculated as 175.2 cm. His body was laid on a
rectangular mat of 160 x 95 cm, made from an undetermined organic material
(Fig. 4:3; 5). Small lumps of orange-yellow ochre were found by the skull and
humeral bones of the deceased.
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Both graves are linked to the classic phase of the Yamnaya culture, which
is also confirmed by their similar radiocarbon dates — 2858-2525 BC (68.3%,
Oxcal Calibration Program v4.4.4 Bronk Ramsey /2021/) (Fig. 3:2; 4:2). In both
cases, the construction of the grave chamber involved wooden stakes placed by
the walls. This trait is characteristic of graves from the older and classic Yam-
naya phases, often recorded in the North Pontic area and also known from bar-
rows in the Danube basin, including graves from Vojlovica (Jovanovi¢ 1975) and
Pancevo-Livade (Pordevi¢, Pordevi¢ 2016), both in Banat. However, Medisova
Humka is the first example of burying mixed and incomplete human remains in
Vojvodina (among others, long bones were missing), a ritual known from Yam-
naya barrows in the north-western Pontic area (e.g., Agulnikov, Popovich 2010).

The research in Zabalj uncovered burials which reveal clear connections
with the allochthonous burial rites of the Yamnaya culture, finding close analo-
gies in the north-western Pontic area. At the same time, it demonstrated that — as
in other regions — Vojvodina barrows are multi-phase structures. Thus, migrations
of nomadic populations along the Danube and the Tisa were connected with the
spread of a certain vision of burial rites, encompassing the manner of establishing
barrow cemeteries, the form of the grave, the manner of body deposition and its
orientation, and using a red pigment.
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IMaBea Japow
HHCTUTYT 32 apXeoIoTHjy U €THOJIOTH]Y,
[Tosbcka akanemuja Hayka, Kpakos, [losbcka

JoBan Kosnenun

My3zej Bojsonune, Hosu Can, Cpbuja
Muxaux Iloacjanao

Honwmen C. L., Kpaxkos, [losscka

Ijorp Buionapuax

WHCTUTYT 32 apXeoJIOTH]jy U €THOJIOTH]Y,
[Tospcka akagemuja Hayka, Kpakos, [Tosbcka

XYMKA JAMHAJA KVJITYPE Y /KABJbY,
JY/KHOBAYKH OKPYT, CPBUJA

Kibyune peun: Javnaja xyimypa, Bojeoouna, eneonum, noepebru oopeo

[Mosbcko-cpricka ueTpaxuBama XyMkn y okonnHE [lajkama u YKabipa
Jlaja cy TpBe CBeoOyXBaTHe MOAaTKe 0 00peauMa caxpamiBama JaMHaja KynType
y BojBoaunu. ,,Menucosa xymka”, uctpaxkena y 2017-2018, noaurnyra je y ase
¢aze. Y 10j Cy OTKpUBEHE JIBe TpoOHHUIIe, 00¢ gatupane 2800—2600 roauHa 1. H.
e. [lpunagajy Tunmanum oOpenuma caxpamiBamka JaMHaja KyaType, ca 1o0puM
aHaJloTHjaMa y HCTOYHOEBPOIICKOj 30HU. [pob Op. 4 u3 XKabpa je npBu npumep
caxpamuBamba MEIIOBUTUX M HETIOTIYHHX JbYJCKHX ocTaraka y Bojsomuan (13-
Meljy octanor HepocTajane ¢y ayre koctr). OBakaB pUTyall je MO3HAT U3 XyMKH
JamHaja KynType y ceBepo3anagHoM MOHTCKOM PETHOHY.
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