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FROM THE LIGHT OF CREATION
TO THE LIGHT OF CONTEMPLATION:
THE UNDERSTANDING OF LIGHT
IN THE 15™ CENTURY SLAVONIC TRANSLATIONS
OF HEXAEMERAL LITERATURE"

Abstract: This paper investigates the conception of light in the fifteenth-century
Slavonic codex Sestodnevnik (Hexaemeron), preserved at the Savina Monastery in Montenegro.
Compiled by Nikon of Jerusalem, the collection includes translations of Severian of
Gabala’s Hexaemeron alongside writings by prominent hesychast authors such as Diadochos
of Photiki and Niketas Stethatos. Through textual and comparative analysis, the paper explores
how the theme of light bridges cosmological, theological, and mystical dimensions, reflecting
both the Neoplatonic tradition and the Christian path of ascetic purification. The synthesis of
Severian’s cosmology with hesychast theology in the codex presents light as a metaphor for
divine knowledge and spiritual enlightenment.

Keywords: Sestodnevnik (Hexaemeron), Medieval Serbian culture, Hesychasm,
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The ancient Hellenic and Christian worlds were intricately interwoven within the
hermeneutically rich and dynamic framework of the Byzantine cultural paradigm. While this
synthesis was not without its tensions and contradictions, the Christian worldview ultimately
asserted primacy. Nevertheless, the Hellenic element remained a constant presence—either
through its reception and integration in the writings of the Church Fathers or as an independent
current within the broader philosophical tradition of Byzantine thought. This tendency persisted
until the fall of the Eastern Roman Empire, when—particularly in the 14th and 15th centuries—
hesychasm emerged as a spiritual movement synthesizing Christian theological insight with
philosophical elements of Aristotelian and Neoplatonic origin. While the initial phase of the
hesychast controversy centered on the legitimacy of applying apodictic syllogism to theological
debates—most notably regarding the procession of the Holy Spirit' —subsequent developments
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shifted the focus toward experiential and mystical dimensions, including the vision of divine
light and the believer’s union with God. In this later phase, the writings of Dionysius the Pseudo-
Avreopagite assumed a particularly prominent role, serving as a conduit through which key
postulates of Neoplatonic metaphysics were introduced into an otherwise strictly theological
discourse. By mediating between abstract philosophical principles and the experiential claims of
hesychast practice, Dionysian thought helped to shape the intellectual framework within which
debates about divine illumination and mystical participation were elaborated.

As medieval Serbian culture was fundamentally shaped by the Byzantine cultural
paradigm, it witnessed a remarkable surge in translation activity, focusing not only on the
principal figures of hesychasm but also on their spiritual and intellectual forerunners.
Concurrently, a substantial number of manuscripts addressing hexaemeral themes were
produced throughout the central Balkans. Most of these are Slavonic translations of key patristic
texts, such as Basil of Caesarea’s Homilies on the Hexaemeron and Gregory of Nyssa’s Apology
of the Hexaemeron and On Human Nature.? These works are sometimes transmitted alongside
hesychast writings centered on prayer and the vision of the uncreated divine light, thereby
establishing a symbolic link between the light created on the first day of creation and the divine
light revealed to the hesychasts.

This paper explores the conception of light in a 15th-century Slavonic codex titled
Sestodnevik (Hexaemeron), preserved at the Savina Monastery in Montenegro. After a brief
overview of hesychast influences in medieval Serbia, we turn to Severian of Gabala’s
interpretation of light in his Hexaemeron, and explore related understandings of light in the
writings of Diadochos of Photiki and Niketas Stethatos. The paper concludes by analyzing the
concept of light that a reader of this codex might form by synthesizing Severian’s hexaemeral
cosmology with the mystical theology of the aforementioned hesychast authors.

1. The Transmission and Reception of Hesychasm in Medieval Serbia

Marked by a visible lag in relation to its Byzantine model, 14th- and 15th-century
Serbian culture rapidly sought to catch up—primarily at the level of intellectual reception—with
developments on the Byzantine intellectual scene. Following the translation of various monastic
works into Church Slavonic—most notably John Climacus’s Ladder of Divine Ascent and
Maximus the Confessor’s Four Hundred Chapters on Love—Serbian intellectuals soon began to
engage with far more demanding philosophical material. By the mid-14th century, John of
Damascus’s Dialectic had been translated,® and around the same period, various works by
Gregory Palamas, the foremost representative of Byzantine hesychasm, were rendered into
Serbian Church-Slavonic, along with some treatises of Barlaam of Calabria. Among several
shorter dogmatic and confessional texts of Gregory Palamas,* particular prominence is given to
the translations of his Apodictic Treatises on the Procession of the Holy Spirit® and the treatise On
the Divine Unity and Distinction. The translation of this latter text—written in polemical
opposition to Barlaam of Calabria and Gregory Akindynos—served as the main impetus for the
complete translation of the works of Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite into Serbian Church-
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-Slavonic, amonumental task completed in 1371 by the learned Serbian monk and diplomat Isaija
of Serres.® This translation would play a key role in transmitting the content of Neoplatonic
thought into Serbian culture.

The spread of hesychast ideas through the translation of works by key authors of this
spiritual tradition coincided with the establishment of numerous monastic communities across
Serbian territories in the 14th and 15th centuries. With the accession of Prince Lazar—a ruler
marked by a keen ecclesiastical sensibility’—Serbia witnessed a profound spiritual revival, even
as the state itself entered a phase of political decline. This renewal was due in large part to the
influence of the circle surrounding Gregory of Sinai, one of the principal exponents of late
Byzantine hesychasm.2 Although Serbia’s connection to Sinaitic spirituality can be traced back
to the time of Saint Sava and his journey to the East—as evidenced by Serbian recension
manuscripts from the 13th century preserved at the Monastery of Sinai—the most significant
impact of this tradition came through Gregory’s immediate disciples. In the latter half of the 14th
century, these “Sinaites” began migrating from Paroria, where Gregory had settled in 1331, to
Serbian lands, seeking refuge from the advancing Ottomans. Serbia at the time remained a haven
for many cultural and religious figures fleeing Byzantine territories.

Among the leading representatives of this Sinaitic movement were Romilo of Ravanica
and Gregory the Younger, whose contributions were instrumental not only to the spiritual life of
medieval Serbia but also to its diplomatic and literary development.® Their work facilitated a
convergence of Egyptian-Palestinian, Sinaitic, and Syrian hesychast traditions with the Athonite
model of contemplative life—a moment described as “the most important event for the entire
Byzantine-Slavic cultural world of the 14th and 15th centuries.”'® Their efforts led to the
founding of numerous monastic centers across the Serbian principalities, including “Mojsinje
Holy Mountain” and the so-called “Serbian Holy Mountain”. In these communities, hesychasm
assumed the role of a spiritual and intellectual mediator, much like the Cyrillo-Methodian
movement had in the 9th to 11th centuries.!* Thanks to the labors of the “Sinaites,” seminal
works of hesychast theology were intensively translated and transcribed into the Serbian
recension of Church Slavonic. Alongside practical monastic instruction, these texts introduced
speculative and theological content into Serbian culture, thereby enriching its intellectual and
spiritual horizons.*2

The influence of hesychasm on Serbian culture—most prominently manifested in
Chilandar Monastery and Moravian Serbia—also extended to medieval Zeta (present-day
Montenegro), where, during the 14th and 15th centuries, a distinct monastic colony emerged
under the name “Zeta’s Holy Mountain”. The origins of this Zetan monastic center can be traced
to the first Metropolitan of Zeta, llarion, who founded the Monastery of Vranjina, and especially
to the activity of Saint Jevstatije of Prevlaka. A former abbot of Chilandar, Jevstatije introduced
some of the earliest elements of Athonite monastic life to Zeta.** However, the decisive role in
the revival and expansion of this monastic settlement—which by the 15th century encompassed
over twenty monasteries in the Lake Skadar region—and in the broader dissemination of the
hesychast worldview throughout this part of the Balkan Peninsula, was played by the
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collaboration of two key figures of the era: Jelena Balsi¢ (c. 1365-1443),' the ruler of Zeta,
daughter of Serbian Prince Lazar, a woman of pronounced spiritual curiosity and intellectual
acuity, and Nikon of Jerusalem, an “extraordinary creative figure of the first half of the fifteenth
century”’> and “one of the most learned monks of his time.”

2. Nikon of Jerusalem and Sestodnevnik

Nikon of Jerusalem’s significance for the development of culture and literacy in the
territory of modern-day Montenegro has only recently become the subject of more intensive
scholarly study.'” There is only scant information about him in historical sources. It is known
that he was born around 1380 and that he was Greek,'® although some interpretations suggest
that he may have been of Serbian origin.!® He spent the early decades of the 15th century in
Jerusalem, Sinai, and Egypt between 1398 and 1412,?° as evidenced by his travelogue, which he
included in the well-known collection called Gorica Miscellany (Goricki Zbornik [1442]). It is
also known that he was the abbot of the Serbian Monastery of the Holy Archangels in Jerusalem
during the time of Patriarch Dorotheos of Jerusalem and Patriarch Gregory IV of Alexandria.?*
His name was first associated with “Zeta’s Holy Mountain”, specifically Brezovica, in 1441,
when he appears as the spiritual father of Jelena BalSi¢. His name also appears in a document
dated 4 April 1454, preserved in the Kotor Archive, where he is mentioned as the abbot of St.
Nicholas Monastery on Vranjina. Nikon is mentioned for the last time on 23 November 1468, in
a then-dated charter of Mataguz, where he is also referred to as the abbot of the Vranjina
monastery.??

As has been pointed out several times, the signature of the elder Nikandar at the end of
Jelena Balsi¢’s testament belongs to the same Nikon, then a great schema-monk,?® to whom
Jelena entrusted the writing of her last will.

Two monumental works of Serbian medieval literacy are associated with Nikon of
Jerusalim: the aforementioned Gorica Miscellany, “the most significant literary composition of
medieval Zeta,” which “attests to the presence and consolidation of Byzantine spirituality in this
territory,” and the Hexaemeron (Sestodnevnik), “a typical hesychast late-medieval codex” and
“perhaps the best-composed preserved hesychast Serbian anthology.”?*

The Hexaemeron (Sestodnevnik) was created in 1439-1440, and it can be categorized
as “miscellany of unstable content”.?> Most of the Serbian hesychast codices belong to this
group, meaning that they are freely composed and do not follow the order of an existing
exemplar. This type of theological Orthodox-Slavic anthologies consists of codices with mixed

14 For a review of the literature on Jelena BalSi¢, see: Tomin 2011.
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19 This position, aside from that of Trifunovi¢ 1972, 300-301, is also advocated by Jovan Culibrk, Milorad
Lazi¢, and Svetozar Tomi¢, who romantically claims that Nikon was a ,,good Serb* (95). A much more
cautious view is taken by RadoSevi¢ 1981, 171 and Jevti¢ 2004, 260.

20 Radojici¢, 1963, 248-250. Cf. Trifunovi¢, 1972, 289-327.

21 Bojovi¢ 1987, 37.

22 Bogdanovi¢ 1970, 372-380.

23 Cf. Stojanovi¢ 1929, 394-397 (AovxoBKHHICh HHISAHAAK CTAPALL KpOVZAAHMCKH [394]; AOVXORHIArW Lt ©LA cTApLA
HHICAHBAPA tepoyZaatiuija [396]).

24 Lazi¢ 2008, 513.
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and varied content. Both Serbian and Bulgarian collections of this type represent the dynamic
developmental arc of Byzantine hesychasm in the first half of the 14th century.?® They
encompass the theological reception of older patristic authors and their writings, as well as the
creative possibilities and new editorial approaches to certain theological points emphasized by
Byzantine hesychasm.

The manuscript of Sestodnevnik today belongs to the library of the Savina Monastery.?’
There is no doubt about the year of its creation or Nikon’s authorship, since near its end (fol.
382v) there is an inscription written in Nikon’s hand:

CAARA ChRORWIATEAR KOy Bh BEKH BKKG) AUHHK - KAK, ZUH <+ crkpétH HAKG) iPALALA -

According to some inscriptions, the creation of the Hexaemeron (Sestodnevnik) can be
linked precisely to the monastic settlement on the “Zetan Holy Mountain”—more specifically,
to the island of Beska?®—and this interpretation is supported by the fact that Nikon himself
explicitly mentions the monastic complex on Lake Skadar in the Gorica Miscellany, to whose
monks the Hexaemeron seems to have been intended:

HEIOrA /K8, CARILAXG), Mdte ke f BT offZpEronrb. Ao Bh ZéUAR ATOKAKTCTEH TAUD, b &7k,
POCARCIKY, O OcTpdRH MndzH. ECTA KAOTHUA, OV TRHOUL NSCTRIHE. NA'E ¢ H UOHACTEIDH REAHLH,
ZAAHHAI HAE ® npRe A TR FAGH, FAIY AHGKOUL AOXRAAHA RATIA Bk HA A MPEEKIRAHIA. AAGERS
Bh AKERH HcnakheenH uripa T4 HAwero iV 4. fi Rh E&UALKIH Reariirk nécrhirheTROvIOyIEH. H cadRele
Bt EAToCTh. cAUOAphARLA FlioyIIE oflA, H ([P Bh BRI cadReCe. A HrivecOme (OHOy AWRere
ZEUAKHRIHXL BéljIH. MOACTHHE BATorhcTie MOZHARAET ce, pazoyurEwitun Fcrhroy. (85v—86r)

Once we heard, moreover [now] we see with our own eyes that in the land of Dioclea
there, on Lake Rosava, there are many islands, places which turned out to be skete
deserts, indeed even great monasteries built earlier. And you say how the life of the
monks is worthy of praise in them and their dwelling is in love, filled with the peace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and they abide in great silence, fasting; and praising God’s
goodness, having their mind as a sovereign and emperor through the words of God; and
therefore loving nothing of earthly things, true piety is known in them who have known
the truth.

In any case, the content of the Hexaemeron thematically corresponds quite well with
the content of the Gorica Miscellany, although the hesychast component—in terms of both the
variety of authors represented and the structure of their works—is much more emphasized in the
Hexaemeron.

The Sestodnevnik comprises 399 folios measuring 220 by 140 mm, a substantial portion
of which was penned by Nikon of Jerusalem himself. The manuscript contains no ornamentation.
From two inscriptions, we learn that it was donated to the “monastery of Trebinje” (i.e., the
Tvrdo§ Monastery) by the hieromonk Dionysius, and that, as noted by hieromonk Moses, the
book belongs to the Savina Monastery.2® Based on these inscriptions, and especially considering
that the Savina Monastery was not historically recognized as a major scriptorium, we conclude
that the Sestodnevnik, along with the majority of the current collection of Savina’s manuscripts

26 | azi¢ 2004, 239.

27 See: Bogdanovi¢ 1978, 93.
28 \/ujoSevi¢ 1989, 46.

29 Bogdanovi¢ 1978, 93.
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dating from the 14th to the 18th centuries, was brought from the TvrdoS Monastery. This transfer
likely occurred in 1693 when Bishop Savatije Ljubibrati¢, fleeing the Turkish invasion, took
refuge in Savina along with thirty monks.3°

The first part of the Sestodnevnik contains the translation of the Hexaemeron by
Severian of Gabala (1r-93v), a prominent exegete of the Antiochian school active between the
4th and 5th centuries. The second part of the collection is primarily devoted to writings reflecting
the hesychastic vision of the world, including texts by Diadochus of Photike, Gregory of Sinai,
Symeon the New Theologian, and Nicetas Stethatos, alongside shorter excerpts from numerous
other proto-hesychast authors.3

Within these texts, the theme of light is marked by both biblical and (Neo-)Platonic
influences. Due to the limited space available, we will focus our attention on three authors—
Severian of Gabala, Diadochus of Photike, and Nicetas Stethatos—to illustrate the different
contexts through which this theme reached the Serbian medieval reader.

2.1. Severian of Gabala’s In mundi creationem

Severian of Gabala served as the bishop of a small town on the northern Syrian coast
and as a revered guest preacher in Constantinople during the time when John Chrysostom
occupied the episcopal throne of the capital, thus spanning the transition from the 4th to the 5th
century. The events of his life that are known to us cover only a few years (398/399-404): he
was born a Syrian and, with the support of the imperial family, presided over the church in
Constantinople during Chrysostom’s tenure in Asia. The relationship between the two bishops
soon became strained, resulting in Chrysostom exiling Severian from Constantinople. Through
the intercession of Empress Eudoxia, the gifted bishop was restored to the city, but subsequent
turbulent events eventually led to Chrysostom’s own exile on 20 June 404. After this, Severian
elevated Porphyrius, Chrysostom’s opponent, as the successor of Flavian in Antioch, which
marks the last historical mention of Severian until his death around 408, during the reign of
Theodosius 11.%2

Severian left behind a substantial number of homilies delivered between 398 and 404.
The irony of history placed many of these in the manuscript tradition under the name of John
Chrysostom, a practice that emerged in the second half of the 6th century, likely due to confusion
between Severian and Severus of Antioch, who had already been condemned. The homilies
concerning the interpretation of the creation of the world—what we today call Severian’s
Hexaemeron—uwere probably delivered in 401, during the first week of Great Lent.>® As has
been repeatedly noted, they reveal the influence of Ephrem the Syrian and John Chrysostom
himself, an influence that Severian openly acknowledged before his audience.3*

In comparison to the scant direct tradition in Greek, “where we have no more than ten
manuscripts (of the 10th to 17th century) with a (near-)complete corpus of the six orations,” the
Slavonic tradition is “rich and complex”,* since it incorporated fragments of Severian’s homilies
On the Creation of the World very early in its corpus.®® Severian’s name and work have been
reliably present in Serbian culture since 1263, when the frequently interrupted and delayed

30 Cf. Stankovi¢ 1998, 266—268; Ivosevi¢ 1999, 161, 169.

31 For a detailed description of the collection, including a reconstruction of its sources, see Knezevié¢ 2026.
32 Carter 2000, 1-4. For the conflict between Severian and Chrysostom, see in particular Van Nuffelen 2019.
33 Carter 2000, 12, 14-16.

34 Hill, 6-7.

35 Sels, Van Pee 2019, 225.

36 Radosevi¢ 2004, 169; Sels, Van Pee 2019, 229-234.
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scribal endeavor of Domentijan’s disciple, Theodore the Grammarian, was completed. Under
extremely difficult conditions, he created or transcribed the Serbian-Slavonic recension of John
Exarch’s Hexaemeron.®” The first complete Serbian Church-Slavonic translation of Severian’s
Sestodnevnik most likely dates to the late 14th or early 15th century,®® and its oldest copy is
preserved in manuscript 148 of the Romanian Academy of Sciences. In that codex, Severian’s
text appears equally under the name of John Chrysostom, and this particular copy probably
served Nikon of Jerusalem as the model for his own version of this significant exegetical work.3°

The translation of Severian of Gabala’s Hexaemeron complements the corpus of
Serbian theological translations related to exegetical works on the Book of Genesis, which
includes corresponding texts by St. Basil the Great, St. Gregory of Nyssa, and St. John
Chrysostom. These authors were certainly well known to Nikon of Jerusalem, an accomplished
theologian. His reasons for including Severian’s work in the anthology may have been twofold:
either for practical reasons, as he may not have had access to a better source, or to achieve a more
balanced diversity, enriching the anthology with Severian’s presence in Serbian theological
discourse.*

This becomes more evident in the light of fact that Nikon’s theological sensibility does
not correspond to Severian’s predominantly literal reading of the biblical text.** Unlike Severian,
who envisioned the earth as a flat plate, Nikon in the Gorica Miscellany openly advocates the
view that the earth is “similar to an egg” (Zeuaktot BrGEpaREtie. HA A€ TETRIPOSTARHO G HHIAE TPOSTALHO
nditt &éAuH Gipoynéro. Hh aakro drdiato efosie FAyoy [259v]), noting that “the earth rests on
nothing, nor does anything support it, but hangs only in the air” (He crofits zeuaia Bpixoy Fitord
tiicoero. HA e HécHua &Th eiMb Wb Thiilo Ha Bhzaoyck BAciTh [261v]). Moreover, Nikon explicitly
opposes a literal interpretation of certain biblical passages concerning the structure of the earth,
declaring that those who claim “that seven pillars hold it” are “unreasonable” and labeling such
a view as “completely nonsensical” (neckuricanto, Thicorde nomnimatie [261v]). Thus, the earth
“hangs in the air” (s e na kazaofeh [260r]), “floats in the midst of the celestial space like a
feather”, and “is held by no one”. It does not rest “on the waters” (e éAauH Zewram HOCHT ce
[265v]), whereby Nikon explicitly rejects a literalist reading of the biblical verse (cf. Ps 136:6).4

Let us now turn to Severian and his treatment of the concept of light within the
framework of the creation of the world. Following the exposition of the Book of Genesis,
Severian divides creation into two stages. First, primordial matter was created from nothing and
then God, according to His will, shaped this matter, taking care to form and adorn it. During this
time, the four basic elements also came into existence. The light created on the first day, similar
in composition to angels and the human soul, is brought closer to man, who was created on the
last day. In fact, it is the human mind that further develops what appeared on earth thanks to the
light:

HATETh UMpS (RETh EhiE. RRRGAHTH CAGRO MPHAERHO, i ZaEme NAKIH MphRwe kAo KAl (RET.
MOTOM ZR€ “(AKA. ARAOML © BETA, (BETh AcnAbHRE A 1Khico ®RTh 14Kk, nocAoyLdH, RE ORLARARAETH
OVLIAA. (B MMpoy, TAKb BbLfh NOKAZAATH € XKITPOCTH, CBR XOVAOZRKCTROY. (RETh MOKAZA, MILEHHLS.
pazsul e CATROpH XAKEh. (KK moxAza, rpézab RHHOPAAHKIH. (KK pazs8MA, DRFAEIH BFHHO, FAe Bh
rpézak. BkTh nokiza RpHHS, (KK | pazguia FARIH pHZ8. (RETh MOKAZA réps, (RKTh pAZOVMA FAEH
chereriie. Toro Pa Cfith KX HAPHLIAE ANAKI TATE, BRI écTe CBETh MMpS.

37 Radosevi¢ 2004, 170.

38 Sels, Van Pee 2019, 237.

39 RadoSevi¢ 2004, 172; Sels, Van Pee 2019, 237, fn. 46.

40 | azi¢ 2004, 242.

41Cf. Hill 2010, 13-17, 20-21.

42 For a detailed discussion of Nikon’s views on this question, see Radosevi¢ 1981, 171-185.
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Since light was God’s first work and the human being God’s final work, God first
makes the light with a word and later the human being with an action, completing light
with light. To learn how a human being is also light, listen carefully. Light shows what
is in existence; the human being is the light of the world, and at his entrance he showed
you a light of artifice, a light of knowledge. The light showed grain, intelligence made
bread; the light showed grapes of the vine, the light of understanding showed the wine
in the grapes; the light showed wool, the human’s being light showed clothing; the light
showed a mountain, the light of understanding showed stonecutting. This is the reason
why the Savior also calls the apostles light in saying, “You are the light of the world”
[Matt. 5:14].4

Severian provides a detailed explanation of the purpose of the upper waters. Firstly,
they protected the firmament from being ignited and melted by the great heavenly lights (14r).
Secondly, they prevented the light from passing through the otherwise transparent firmament,
stopping it and returning it to earth (séast npkesime HEd, HR A nAAUeHs CARTIOY A AoVHE HHCTIOCHARTR).
When the Day of Judgment comes, the upper waters will part, the heavens will dissolve, and the
stars will fall because they will no longer have a firmament to move upon (ke Ausie n8TH,
nhwicrgia) [14v]. Continuing his exposition, Severian says that one should marvel at and worship
the Creator: God, like a world artist (ufpccain xoyaoaniics), adorned the sky with the sun, moon,
and stars, and crowned the earth with flowers and plants, diversifying all creation (20r).**

On the third day, God gathered the waters and divided them into seas, rivers, springs,
lakes, and wells (22v). Similarly, with the light, anticipating the works of the following day,
Severian describes how the Creator shaped various lights from the light created on the first day,
according to His will, “there light, here stars” (tduo k¥ Béun, zaéme zaEzan). Just as one would
divide a lump of gold into small coins, so did the Creator distribute the light of a unified essence
into the sun, moon, and stars (Tdio fi ekTh EARHK (A1 A EAfiHO AKRHK. pAZCKICh XITPRLIb, PAZAKAH, Bh CAFL]E
Rb AoyHoy, Bh zEEzZAM [22V]).# Severian observes the problem that the heavenly lights illuminate
the earth from above, while the nature of light and fire is to send their flames and rays upward.
The solution to this problem lies in God’s decision. God imposed His command on the nature of
the element. The heavenly lights shine upon the earth not according to their natural properties,
but by Divine decree (fko a4 te no €TrY ciaérs, HR no noreakiito [23v]). The heavenly luminaries
were created only on the third day, not because there was no firmament earlier to place them on
or because there were no fruits yet to warm, but mainly to prevent the human error of attributing
the role of the primary mover to the sun (aa te i naki BRUEHHT ce fiiko ECTROUL CATITHRIME NpOzZéRoLLE
[22r]). The poetic line Tdio fi &k MphEke (hTROPHAR (RETHAA AZBAHE HEA. A TErAd Bh ApoyzZRI H répk, Rico
xoyadannice has a beautiful mystical tone and conveys an image of God as Creator, fashioning the
luminaries (likely sun, moon, stars) outside the heavens, and then elevating them above the
mountains like a painter or artist (22v). At the moment of its creation, the moon was full. It would
not have been good for God’s work to immediately appear defective (23r).4¢

Isidoros Katsos has argued that the Cappadocian interpretation of the hexaemeral
narrative is shaped by a Plotinian metaphysics of light, wherein celestial light is conceived not
as an incorporeal abstraction (domdporov) but as a “hollow” or “tubular” light (&ulov pdg)—a
subtle yet real ontological efflux that mediates between the divine source and the created

43 Severianus, De mundi creatione 1, 6, PG 56, 436 (tr. Hill).
44 Radosevié 2004, 173-174.
45 Radosevié 2004, 173-174.
46 Radosevié 2004, 175, 179.
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cosmos.*” In contrast, the exegesis of Severian of Gabala appears more aligned with post-
Plotinian developments, particularly the lamblichian doctrine of light, as articulated in the De
mysteriis. Through detailed textual and terminological analysis, Katsos shows that Severian’s
cosmology presupposes a more dynamic and quasi-material conception of celestial luminosity:
not merely light (p&g), but immaterial fire (GvAov mdp/drn Heremecrrnii)—a formulation
directly paralleled in De mysteriis V.11.6 and echoed in Severian’s Cosmogony (3r).* In this
framework, the celestial element is no longer simply an image of divine intelligibility (as in
Plotinus), but becomes a theurgically charged medium, resonating with the lamblichian
emphasis on embodied ritual and the descent of divine energy into material forms.

2.2. Diadochus of Photike

The issue of light in the Gnostic chapters of Diadochus of Photike,*® an essential
monastic text that also found its place in the Philokalia, primarily arises in the context of spiritual
experience and the attainment of “true knowledge.” According to Diadochus, the human mind
by nature is “mobile,” and this mobility can be of two kinds: either directed outward, toward
objects of sensory experience, or inward, toward the mind itself. The initial step in the ascetic
life involves turning the mind away from the objects of the external world, which means first
closing its “exits” (npéctT ndun Bhcaio Sub & Tomoy KR ¢t ficeéan [...] zaTropriik) given by the five
senses. This is an epistemological turning of the soul characteristic of the Platonic tradition: the
soul turns away from immersion in worldly phenomena toward the vision of divine realities, or
“true being.” However, since the mind is by nature in motion—even when turned toward itself—
it must be given a specific activity. According to Diadochus, this activity consists in
“remembering God” (nduerite &Xiek), that is, the continual repetition of the name of Jesus (akao
ABZRHOE &0y AZRECTHTH ciedpo Tenia. ToRAETA 8o oS AARATH. Ene Fh icé Thiito). >0 This practice is well
known as the core moment of hesychastic experience and the “Jesus Prayer.” The constant
invocation of Jesus’ name aims at gathering the mind and then elevating it toward the One on
whom the mind is now focused. Thus, those who “constantly contemplate this word—the name
of Jesus—in their inner sanctuary” (1 ciye Thek, perie BiiHoy Bh (KoUK CIKpORHIIH AA ZpHT cc), that
is, within the mind itself, and who have learned to “hold this holy and most glorious name
constantly in the depths of their heart” (éafyn go ctioy Touioy Ai cAdBHOMOY FIEHH Bb FAREBINE CROER
nog1atoT e nempkerdnno cpfirkn), according to Diadochus, become capable of seeing the “light of
their own mind” (ch &% cgoérd offuia, LioroyTs Kkt Zokn), thus gaining clarity regarding its thoughts
and inner movements (166r).%

This revelation of the “light of the mind” suggests a profound affinity between the mind
and its divine archetype, clearly reflecting (Neo-)Platonic mysticism. Light thus becomes an
indispensable component of “true knowledge” (c&kTh ¥ pazsua ficrunnare), through which one
attains “infallible discernment of good from evil” (e pacoyRaTh Hecurphuennk 08p0 & zadro).>2
When the immanent light of the mind is enlivened by invoking the divine name, the human
“mind” ascends to the primal light—that is, to the “Sun of Righteousness” (ofub ©RoAeH Kb CATILY
npagkl §8)—where it is “brought into the boundless illumination of knowledge” (gx sezirkprioe érd

47 Katsos 2023, 118, n. 23.

48 Severianus, De mundi creatione 1, 4, PG 56, 434.

49 Diadochus Photicensis, Liber asceticus, des Places 1955.

50 Djadochus Photicensis, Liber asceticus 59, des Places 1955, 119.1-5.
51 Diadochus Photicensis, Liber asceticus 59, des Places 1955, 119.7-11.
52 Djadochus Photicensis, Liber asceticus 6, des Places 1955, 87.1-2.
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npockkipieniie) [152rv].% This happens through the Holy Spirit, who is “the only one capable of
cleansing the mind” (offik @mcruTh Rannomy ¢fia¥ ix¥): only by His grace can the lamp of human
reason reach continuous actualization (aa RETHAHBIKL pAZSUA ALIALRI Bh HA BARARAKLA BhCETAD)
[160r].54 All this indicates an essential interdependence between the “light of the mind” and the
“divine light”; the mind alone cannot attain “true knowledge.” In other words, the mind, as the
“perceptive part of the soul” (zpnreanoyio aiiie) [163r],%° must first be purified by the Holy Spirit
before it can approach divine visions.

According to Diadochus, the attainment of purification and “true knowledge” is
preceded by ascetic effort, since the divine light in the mind only becomes manifest after the soul
has gained mastery over the passions. However, Diadochus warns—following the Apostle Paul
(1 Corinthians 11:14)—that on the ascetic path, a false light may also appear. This phenomenon,
known in monastic literature as prelest (deception), occurs when the ascetic is at risk of mistaking
a demonic light for a divine one:

uyte ¥RO FRHT € HEIOTEpOLY @ MOABHZAIOIA Ce. FAR (RETH, Al OBFA HEKKIH GrHEBAARHL. Haf
TAA, HHIKOAH A4 TIpHLIE TAIOROE RFAKHiE. MPKAKCT' KO € FAREHHA BpAATA. €€ OFRO MHGZH MOCTpARLIE
fhico @ HEREHIA® npkRpaTHIIE NOVTH FicTAHNHAT0 [161r]

If a light or a fiery figure appears to any of the warriors, do not accept such a vision.
This is a clear deception of the enemy. Many have suffered from ignorance and have
strayed from the path of truth.

These observations concern the faculty of discernment—that is, the ability to reject
thoughts and desires which, disguised as good, lead the ascetic into sin. To avoid falling into
prelest, the ascetic needs the divine grace of the Holy Spirit. When this grace dwells within and
“unceasingly shines in the depths of the soul” (ciaturs &b Tou Henpkcrantk Bb XpAHHA'HHUA AfliegHE), the
mind becomes capable not only of discerning “demonic suggestions” (ne Thiuié mBAteHiH KA
offurkropyn R M TRUNN KR EKIRAT MpHaozH) that divert it from its ascent toward God, but also of
weakening and diminishing their power—this occurs precisely through the “holy light” (b #
fiztenaraiofk z€ao @ cito dnord dranakenn cgkra). Therefore, ascetic struggle, bodily effort, and
prayer are necessary but not sufficient conditions for purification, avoidance of prelest, and the
attainment of divine vision. For, as Diadochus warns, “if we grieve the goodness of the Holy
Spirit through evil deeds or words” (dnemartire (tro ixa girTs), we will be deprived of the “all-
conquering light” (aa ne cAnogdprnica dnote anwne ce cekme) and left with a “mind in darkness and
alienated from the light of knowledge” (1 ne ciaTeastin ofiik dcTagAETH paz¥iia) [160rv].5

The presence of the grace of the Holy Spirit and divine light is an essential prerequisite
for receiving the greatest gift—the “gift of theology,” which, above all others, stirs the heart
toward love of God (mirrrome cfiye HAwE RhcNAAMETR A ABHACTH CPile B AREORR TOr0 EATTH, RAKOAE
grocadgie). This gift not only inspires us to “exchange perishable desires for the ineffable riches of
God’s word” (fiko Auoyiiiixs B TAKHHRI ARéAAHIH HEAZFAAN'HOE BOTATRCTRO CAGReca KAia), but also
“Illuminates the mind with the fire of transformation” (Téxe drueus offub KAk ©zApaéTh AzirkHeria).
Those who prepare themselves for this “virtue” (acspoatbar) are freed from all anxiety, for “in
the radiance of ineffable light, the mind is nourished by the words of God” (gkcaroro Recnéraia

53 Diadochus Photicensis, Liber asceticus 6, des Places 1955, 87.2-5.

54 Diadochus Photicensis, Liber asceticus 28, des Places 1955, 99.6-10.

55 Diadochus Photicensis, Liber asceticus 45, des Places 1955, 111.7.

%6 Diadochus Photicensis, Liber asceticus 36, des Places 1955, 105.13-16. Cf. Ermatinger 2010.
57 Diadochus Photicensis, Liber asceticus 28, des Places 1955, 99.6-21.
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X624 TAHCT'RHSI0 Bh @ZApeHH (RETA HeAZPeHHArY ofiih nmitTadoymdio. cadreca E&Kia). The ultimate stage of
perfection is the “indivisible communion of the rational soul with God the Logos” (&4 cadga [...]
cadRectoyRy AMY CThIUH NAficl Kb OF'eHTIo CRTETARLIN HepazaAkAHo) [170r].58

The vision of God, the ultimate goal of spiritual life, cannot be fully realized within the
bounds of earthly existence. Echoing the Neoplatonic tradition, Diadochus observes that “we
remain distant from God so long as we dwell as strangers in a corruptible body,” and that “we
are unable to clearly perceive either Him or His heavenly realities” (o €afiico xéauiik Bh TAKHHELR
ik TEAL x6aAHMA © &4, ks Bk H calik péicwn Thernih éro Dock, zpkTH He umenit) [161r].5°

2.3. Niketas Stethatos

The cognitive shift from objects of sensory experience to an inward “vision,” which we
observed in Diadochus of Photike, is also present in Niketas Stethatos, a disciple of Symeon the
New Theologian. For Niketas, light likewise holds a central role in spiritual progress, and he
identifies three fundamental modes of living according to one’s relationship to this light.

The first mode is the bodily life (nairesoe), characteristic of those whose “thinking is
darkened” and who “do not partake in the rays of divine light.” Such individuals are enslaved to
various passions, which prevent them “from seeing the light of truly authentic life and rising
above the fleeting visible things”. Because they have tied the dignity of reason to the senses and
materiality, these people focus on transient concerns and thereby become little different from
animals (193v).%0

The second mode is the life of the soul (aftesroe), marked by an absence of desire to
acquire virtue or fulfill God’s commandments. Preoccupied with selfish ambition, those living
this way turn their attention toward preserving health, seeking fame, and earthly honors. In doing
so, they “make their mind earthly and heavy with passions” (©zeuacTRSR ol CTITRUH MAEREARLLE),
becoming “incapable of receiving intellectual and divine things by which the soul detaches itself
from creation and aspires toward the intellectual heavens”. Consequently, they remain estranged
from the Holy Spirit and His gifts and thus “lack the light that would guide them and open their
mind to the understanding of the Holy Scriptures” (194rv).5*

The third way of life is the spiritual life (ixésto). Those with this disposition dedicate
themselves entirely to God, striving to “purify their souls through ascetic practices and to keep
the Lord’s commandments”. Through prayer and instruction, they fill “their minds with light”
(8un Amnatimi cetra) and “free their souls from bodily passions” (f pazasaiors cgoro aflis & Thaecraro
npnerpria). Having transcended all worldly senses, they become, “by enlightened thought and
reason” (A off&d Bhcako ‘TORCTRO MHpa npkithie. A cukicaous npockbentonit), a louminous example for
others, and themselves are transformed into light (f E&iga® 1AEKS céan fi &%) [194v—195r].62

According to Niketas, the beginning of life in God involves “separation from the
world” (no keew¥ mripa mreTro) —that is, “renunciation of the soul’s desires” (¢ e € réan GrfAmetic
iiie) and “disdain for all visible things” (§& npknesphaenn Riunpk) [172r].5° This “rejection of

58 Dijadochus Photicensis, Liber asceticus 67, des Places 1955, 127.10-23, 129.1-2.

59 Diadochus Photicensis, Liber asceticus 36, des Places 1955, 105.17—20.

60 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria Il, 5, PG 120, 901AB; Palmer, Sherrard, Ware 1995,
108.

61 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria 11, 6, PG 120, 901CD-904A, Palmer, Sherrard, Ware
1995, 108-109.

52 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria 11, 7, PG 120, 904AC.

83 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria I, 2-3, PG 120, 853AB.
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worldly reasoning” (172r, 174r, 182v)5signifies a fundamental change in cognitive perspective
and a transformation of the mind, which in Christian experience is known as “conversion” or
“repentance”, a key prerequisite for attaining “divine reasoning” (5:<TeHo movAporatiie) [172r] and
receiving the rays of the Spirit (axi A¥a) [175v].% The visible world of phenomena and sensory
data is in fact a world of “deception” (npkakern gfiniit) [178r, 188v],%¢ which means that one must
“relentlessly oppose the body” (i Ha nit nerieho &crptuun ) and “turn the senses inward toward
the soul” (@EpaTH cRor TIOR'CTRA, Kb BhHOyTPRHAI Allickrniit) [188r],%7 so that the mind may approach
supernatural realities (offuoy coviyiaa nive €rra rucroynrigw) [177v].6 To be freed from “captivity
to the senses” (ovEd it 1l nor'cro) and “bodily self-love” (camoaisienih Thaecir), ascetic effort
is necessary—that is, “the overcoming of passions” (iif&radwy crprh) [177v-178r].% This, in a
sense, suspends the senses and “closes the entrance to oneself from outside” influences (gkrikunee
Eh ik ZaTROpHER Ehxéant). After this inward turn, “the mind begins to contemplate itself and its
movements” (CAuATATH ceRe HATHHAETL. A Roa ABHAewia), enabling it to discern which thoughts lead
to spiritual progress and which lead to regression and separation from the light—that is, from
God [177v].7®

This is precisely the pattern we have seen in Diadochus of Photike, where liberation
from bodily attachment, turning the mind toward itself, and awakening “the intellectual sense”
are crucial steps on the path to the vision of God. However, spiritual struggles and solitude in the
desert are not ends in themselves; rather, they serve as preparatory stages after which one must
direct one’s intellectual eye toward the vision of God (Enepr croe 8itoe Oico Kb BAxKHiK ERilo0)
[188v]:™

Hzie BecTPTIA MPHEARARHE ce KA. MpdRA OfKD (O EZK fi €cTRO cSuiifi TRope ZpkHia @ AORPOTH TRApEH.
Mo PAR'HKCTEY To ‘TOThI Eh TROPUS BACTHTE, MpicuiacTs ckkroarimia f¥a. BAFAL e @ uEIWAEHTA
fiurke Kb RCKUIL, MPHO MOUKILIAGE @ KCk AOKPAA. CTEX A€ RCh ZpHTR A TTRXS. Al @ EATRHLI A
AARRCKBIA Beljlel, H ¢ NpARK AZHOCH. A AREAAE OF'Ed HHTACOTO AK€ @ FRe () Retjic MAYCIRIN. A 1AKO.
TRIIHUKIT, €A RABK' K€ (€ OFLIOME BACELIFPTRAATY TRRCTRA. KA HECUL Fi KRR RRCTHT. “THCTH BhCAIOS
THHE, A KACAKOE pAROTN CROROAL. H Kb EKIRAETA UKICAKHMIH KA EAPKIA. Kb EAfiHO ACk. A
EATEHOVIO AOPOTY ZpHTh. A KFOAKNHO AIOKORL LYELIAET €, Kb K/RTRRHAIN LIECT KAZREH'HMIE EARie
CAARRL KA HEAZPEHO LIAKTANIH, fi pAAOCTH. A “IIOBCTRA BhcA AZLYKHHER, FAKO AFFAL Eh EIIECTEITh
TRAGCH HERELIECTRHL Ch “1ARKRI RHEE. (191rv)

When you approach the frontiers of dispassion — attaining a right view of God and the
nature of things, and according to your growth in purity ascending to the Creator
through the beauty of His creatures — you will be illumined by the Holy Spirit.
Entertaining kindly feelings about all men and always thinking good of all, you will
look on all as pure and holy and will rightly esteem things both human and divine. You
will desire none of the material things that men seek but, divesting yourself of worldly
sense-perception by means of the intellect, you will ascend towards heaven and towards
God, free from all impurity and from every form of servitude, aware in spirit only of
God’s blessings and His beauty. Thus, full of reverence and joy, and in indescribable

64 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria I, 2, 13, 46, PG 120, 853A, 856D, 872C.
5 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria I, 17, PG 120, 860AB.

% Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria I, 19, 75, PG 120, 860CD, 884D-885A.
57 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria I, 74, PG 120, 885AC.

% Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria I, 22, PG 120, 861A.

5 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria I, 23, PG 120, 861BC.

70 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria I, 26, PG 120, 864AB.

1 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria I, 74, PG 120, 885AC.
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silence, you will dwell in the divine realm of God’s blessed glory, all your senses
transformed, and at the same time you will live spiritually among men like an angel in
a material body.”

Liberation from the passions leads a person to a twofold knowledge: on the one hand, he
acquires a “right vision of God,” but also a “right vision of the nature of beings.” In speaking of
attaining a “correct judgment about divine and human things,” Niketas evokes the Stoic definition
of philosophy: yvéoic Oeiov koi dvOponivav mpayudrov.” In other words, the degree to which
one contemplates “divine and human realities” depends on ascetic effort and purification—what
Niketas refers to in several places as “practical philosophy” (atareatio arorou$agiciit) [191v]7*: the
greater the purification, the more clearly the soul perceives “the rays of the Sun of Righteousness
and her natural beauty.” Yet this is not the only debt the eminent Christian author owes to
antiquity. As we have already seen, Niketas stresses that following ascetic efforts, it is necessary
to “direct the intellectual eye toward the vision of God” (Kknept croe &uitoe Oico Ik BHAKHi0 EZRito)
[188v]. This, as is well known, is a variation of the classical Platonic expression “the eye of the
soul” (o g woyfig dppa), through which, as Socrates teaches in the seventh book of the
Republic, man alone “can see the truth.””®> Speaking of “an organ of the soul” (dpyavév T
yuyfic)® by which one reaches the idea of the Good as “the highest being,” Socrates also
emphasizes that the Good is not only the cause of the intelligible objects as the supreme objects
of knowledge, but also the power in the knower that enables one to know them.””

This is a crucial point worth highlighting. In contrast to the modern Enlightenment
conception, where epistemology is sharply distinguished from spirituality, ancient and medieval
thought sees no true knowledge apart from two essential conditions: first, the moral purification
of the knower, and second, the intervention of a transcendent presence.”® That is to say, through
ascetic purification the mind becomes receptive to a transformation granted by the highest
“object” of knowledge—God himself—who, through ineffable light, bestows upon the ascetic
the same immediate vision enjoyed by the highest angelic orders.”™

In Niketas’ theology, the intensification of ascetic effort restores the “image of God” in
the human person, preserving it “unmingled with anything material,” and rendering the soul
“worthy to behold God and to converse with Him” [210v].8° This vision, as with Diadochos of
Photiki, is not the product of rational speculation but the result of divine intervention—
specifically, the operation of “the grace of the Holy Spirit,” which, through the medium of light,
reveals “ineffable insights” (i (&% KAzpdcTa TH KR MATEA. A Kh ®IKphREHiEUL NpHXGAHIN, A ZpKHicLiA
Hedzpennnii AFOUR) [192r]8 and “the mysteries of the Kingdom of God” (Tafinn uyptia Kiia)
[187r].82 Through the “noetic vision of the divine light, one receives knowledge of the hidden mysteries

2 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria I, 90, PG 120, 893BD; Palmer, Sherrard, Ware 1995,
103.

73 Cf. Diamantopoulos 2021.

"4 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria 1, 94, PG 120, 896BC.

5 politeia V11, 527de; 533cd; 519b.

76 Cf. also Politeia VII, 518c.

7 Politeia VI, 508e-509a.

8 Cf. Gavrilyuk, Coakley 2012, 13.

79 Cf. Sinkewicz 1999, 379.

80 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria 11, 86, PG 120, 941D-944A.

81 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria 1, 94, PG 120, 896BC.

82 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria I, 63, PG 120, 880D — 881A; 111, 44, PG 120, 973CD-
976A.
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of God” (gAaeiiitub ofEO Suiomb, CER BATELHIE AHZHH ChphBEHBIH TAHHL &) [174r].8% This light,
in turn, draws the “eye of reason” into “the depths of God,” making the soul a “seer, initiate, and
mystagogue of great mysteries” (fi kb rAbEHHALL ERIHUL BhZBGAHTL. ChUKICAA T ZPHTEANO. TAHHAL
REAHIKLILTA, RHTeAE A ofteHHIcH. A TaRHoHAOTHTeAe cie cnifaoral) [215r].84 Of the three stages of spiritual
perfection, the highest, according to Niketas, is marked by union with “the First Light:”

GAAHL A MPLERIH CTEMEHh TIPOCTHPAIONIRY Ce. Bh MFRCTkAHiE pAZOVIIL COVUITHXE, ® AkATeEAHATO
MPHERIRARITH AREOMOVASA AlIL. KT6IMH CRKPLREHHBIHXE TAHHB EAIHXA mozHanie. @ €CTRHATO
RAAKHIA TAFHOCKAZAGO FilIL. Fi TpETiE, ERe b NphRRIUL (KETO chRbioynaeie, fi cikierie. KA Heune

RhCaKoro MpkerikAHia ARRGUSApRHATO BRAKHTA noicoH. (216T)

When through the practice of the virtues we attain a spiritual knowledge of created
things we have achieved the first stage on the path of deification. We achieve the second
stage when — initiated through the contemplation of the spiritual essences of created
things — we perceive the hidden mysteries of God. We achieve the third stage when we
are united and interfused with the primordial light. It is then that we reach the goal of
all ascetic and contemplative activity.3

The “First Light” not only imparts supreme knowledge, but also “perfects the ascetic
by its own perfection” (A chebia€ ok chBphiueriens). Most importantly, it “unites to itself the
souls that share in it” (sTRHaro c&hTa npHuKCTRIE MpocTo fi EARHCTRHO coite. kb cekh (hREIPAE, npHECTHHIGKI
cRoe Aflie. A Kk cekh RRZROAIAE, chéARIHAT ¢ H RoduS Earincrry) [215r].86 In beholding this ineffable
light, the ascetic becomes joined to its very source. The highest form of knowledge—vision—is
thus inseparable from mystical union with God:

Enlganoma pazoynis, K& @tipennnifi AaML dciatia nphgaro gkTa. nethito de ofRAai. A
CERTORAANTH (b ibAoRAR. HL A EbZROAE €CTEHBIHMb BHARHIE HA LEIcARHA HECA. AHN chiue o fe
ESReCTRHATO cTée ARHCTRA. Hh AAZRE A0 TALIO CKEPRIIAET Ce. AOHAE /K€ OF'EO €AHHOLoy MpkLIoVApocTito
MPHEARHET 6, A pAZOVLIOLIA HEAZPEHHRIAYE, A éATHO RRAIECTO UHOPBIHYA Bb ALK KOyTh. (215V)

The rays of primordial Light that illumine purified souls with spiritual knowledge not
only fill them with benediction and luminosity; they also, by means of the
contemplation of the inner essences of created things, lead them up to the noetic
heavens. The effects of the divine energy, however, do not stop here; they continue
until through wisdom and through knowledge of indescribable things they unite
purified souls with the One, bringing them out of a state of multiplicity into a state of
oneness in Him.%

The one who “replaces the activity of the external senses with the inner” (nae afHcTra
BRHRLINRT I0RKCTR, KB RkHoyTohLIH npkRpATHER 10RKCTES), and who “exchanges physical sight for the
mind’s turning toward the contemplation of the light of life” (f zptie of&0 Kb Zpemony ofuoy RETE

83 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria I, 9, PG 120, 856AB.

84 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria 111, 20, PG 120, 964B.

8 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria Ill, 31, PG 120, 968B; Palmer, Sherrard, Ware 1995,
148.

8 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria 111, 20, PG 120, 964B.

87 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria Ill, 21, PG 120, 964B; Palmer, Sherrard, Ware 1995,
145.
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aAgota mpocr'pn) [173r],28 lives, according to Niketas, an angelic life even while still on earth. In
doing so, such a person already participates—within the limits of historical existence—in the
state that will be fully realized only when the Kingdom of God comes in its plenitude.

3. Conclusion

The analysis of the 15th-century Slavonic Hexaemeron codex from Savina Monastery
reveals a synthesis of cosmological, theological, and mystical traditions that characterized
medieval Serbian spiritual culture. At the heart of this synthesis lies the “circle of light"—a
conceptual and experiential journey that maps the ascent from the created light of the cosmos to
the uncreated light of divine presence and contemplation.

This circle begins with the Father of Light, the ultimate source and origin of all
illumination, echoing both biblical and Neoplatonic traditions. The journey then unfolds through
a series of stages that parallel the days of creation and the progression of spiritual life.
The celestial light of the first day, as described in Genesis and patristic exegesis, marks the
emergence of order and intelligibility from primordial chaos. This light is the foundation of all
subsequent manifestations and is closely associated with the divine act of creation itself. On the
third day, the divided light appears with the creation of the luminaries—the sun, moon, and stars.
This light, now differentiated and distributed throughout the cosmos, governs time, seasons, and
rhythms of life, symbolizing the divine wisdom that orders the universe. The sixth day brings
the light of reason, bestowed uniquely upon humanity. Here, the Hexaemeron codex highlights
the gift of rationality and the capacity for discernment, which enables humans to recognize the
divine imprint in creation and to aspire toward higher knowledge. Yet, the journey does not end
with reason. Through prayer and ascetic practice, the soul is called to attain the light of an
enlightened mind and a purified heart—the uncreated light of the seventh day. This stage, rooted
in hesychast tradition, emphasizes the experiential knowledge of God, achieved not through
intellectual effort alone but through inner transformation and direct participation in divine
energies. The writings of hesychast authors, translated and transmitted in the Serbian context,
provide the theological foundation for this ascent, teaching that the vision of divine light is both
the goal and the gift of contemplative life. The circle reaches its eschatological fulfillment
in Christ, the light of the world and the Holy Trinity, corresponding to the “eighth day”—a
symbol of the new creation and the eternal Sabbath. In this final stage, the created and uncreated,
the visible and invisible, are united. The believer, having traversed the stages of cosmological
and spiritual illumination, participates in the unending light of Christ, which transcends the
limitations of time and nature.

This “circle of light” thus serves as both a cosmological schema and a mystical
itinerary. It reflects the creative adaptation of Byzantine and Neoplatonic thought within Serbian
monastic culture, facilitated by the translation and integration of foundational texts. The
Hexaemeron codex stands as a testament to this intellectual and spiritual ambition, offering
future generations a comprehensive vision that unites the light of creation with the light of
contemplation. Ultimately, the codex not only preserves the theological legacy of its sources but
also embodies the dynamic interplay between creation, illumination, and divine encounter. It
affirms the enduring relevance of the “circle of light” as a paradigm for spiritual ascent, guiding
the faithful from the first dawn of creation to the radiant fullness of union with God in Christ.

8 Nicetas Pectoratus, Practicorum capitum centuria I, 8, PG 120, 853D-856A.
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Mukoma Kne:xesnh
Baagumup L BeTkoBuh

O[] CBETJIOCTHU CTBAPAIBA 1O CBETJIOCTHU CO3EPIIAIbA:
PA3BYMEBAIBE CBETJIOCTH Y CIOBEHCKHUM INTPEBOINMA
INECTOAHEBHUYKE JIMTEPATYPE 15. BEKA

OBaj pajg ucIUTyje 1mojaM u cuMOOIMKY CBeTIOCTH Y [[lecmoonesnuxy n3 XV Beka,
cauyBaHoM y Manactupy Casuna y llproj I'opu. 300pHuK, koju je cacraBuo Hukon
Jepycaymmar, objequmbyje cioBeHcke npeBoae Xexcameporna Ceseprjana ['aBajickor u crivice
HCTaKHYTHX MCHUXACTHYKUX ayTopa, kKao mTo cy Jdujamox @ormukn u Hukura Crurar. Kpos
YIIOPEAHO YHWTAKE OBMX TEKCTOBA, Paj IOKasyje Kako TeMa CBETIOCTH (YHKIMOHHIIE Kao
TIOjMOBHH MOCT M3Mel)y KocMororuje, Teosorije 1 MHUCTHKE, NOoBe3yjyhr HOBOILUIATOHOBCKA
KOCMOJIOIIKA CXBATamba Ca NCHXACTUUKUM Pa3yMeBabEM MPHPOJIE O0KAHCKE CBETIIOCTH.

Anammza otkpuBa 1a [llecmoonesnuk oOIMKyje ITyXOBHH M KOCMOJIOIIKH ,,KpYT
CBETJIOCTH — TIOCTENEHO YCITMEAame O]l CTBOPEHE CBETIIOCTH KOCMOCAa Ka HECTBOPEHO]
60xaHckoj ceeiocT. OBO IyTOBame 3aM0unbe o ,,Ola cBeTIIocTr ', N3BOpa CBaKoT 03aperha,
1 pa3BHja ce KPO3 CTYIHEBE KOjU OJrOBapajy Kako joral)ajuMa y OKBHpY IIECT JaHa CTBAPamba,
Tako M (azama JyXOBHOT y3pactama. OJ CBETIIOCTH MOpETKa HPBOT JlaHa, IPEKO CBETIOCTH
pa3yMa CBOjCTBEHE HYOBEKY, CBE JI0 HECTBOPEHE CBETJIOCTH OOKAHCKOT CjeIUIberha, KOIEKC
TIpaTy Ipeodpakaj CBETIOCTH of (M3NYKE W MHTEJICKTyaTHe MaHU]ecTalije Ka MUCTHYKOM
yuemihy y G0XaHCKUM eHeprijama. 3aBplliHa eTarna, O3HaueHa ,,0CMUM JaHOM", IIpe/cTaBba
€CXaTOJIOIIKO UCITYHCHE U jeMHCTBO ca XpHcToM — BedHoM Ceemiomthy.

Cunrerniyhn CeBepujaHOBY KOCMOJIOTHjYy W MCHXACTHUKY TEOJIOTH]y CBETIIOCTH,
Llecmoonesnux CBEOYM O KpeaTHBHOM IIPHjeMy BH3aHTHjCKE M HOBOIUIATOHOBCKE MHCIHU Y
CpIICKO] MOHAIIKO] Tpaauiuju. OH IpescTaBba J0Ka3 JUHAMHYHE ITOBE3aHOCTH CTBAPAIba,
MIPOCBETIBbEHA U OOXKAHCKOT CycpeTa y J[yXOBHOCTH IO3HOT Cpe/iber Beka Ha bankany, Hynehu
KOXEPEHTHY BH3H]y KOja BOJM O] CBETJIOCTH CTBapama JI0 CBETJIOCTH co3epuama bora.
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