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ME eModEOE

1100 17501500

lModE PDE

Lexical verb

Modal auxiliary

Suffix –’ll

Notes: OE = Old English; ME = Middle English; eModE = Early Modern English; lModE = Late

Modern English; PDE = Present-Day English
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weorðan ‘become’

shall ‘owe’

will ‘want’

be going to
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Lexical item Auxiliary Clitic Affix

Past v. Present v. FuturePast v. Non-past
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