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OVBEP3UTET KYNITYPA HA NYTY CBUJE:
OPXOHCKU HATNNCU - NPBU MUCAHU AOKYMEHTU HA
TYPCKOM JE3UKY

CaxeTtak

OBaj pag 6aBu ce OPXOHCKMM HATNMCUMMA, MPBUM NMUCAHMM CMOMEHMLMMA Ha
TYPCKOM je3uKy. [TOMeHyTM CMOMEeHMUM AaTupajy M3 8 B.H.e. M MOTUYY ca MpocTopa
AaHawhe MoHronuje. MNucaHum cy T3B. TYPCKMM pyHama. Y oBom pasy he 6uTn aetasbHuje
pa3maTpaHuM OBM 3HAYAjHM KYNTYPHU CMOMEHMLN, KOjU NPeACcTaB/bajy NOYETaK pa3Boja
NMUCMEHOCTU KOZ TYPCKMX Hapoga. MocebHo he 6UTKM yKa3aHO Ha 3Hayaj pasBoja pas-
JIMYUTUX NUCAMA KOjUMa je BenerkeH TYpCKM jesuK, WTO je jol jeAHO CBeA04aHCTBO O
npeboratoj KynTypHOj 6awTMHM Ha MyTy cBune.

KsrbyuHe peum: Myt cBune, OpXOHCKM HAaTNUCK, TYPCKO NMUCMO, TYPCKM HApoA4,, KyA-
TYPHU ANBEP3UTET

Ha MyTy cBMAe, Kako y AaBHOj NPOLWIOCTU, TaKO MU Y CafallHOCTH
(c 063Mpom aa je oBa Tpaca M AaHAC BEOMA aKTyesiHa, a keH 3Ha4aj he y
CaBPEMEHMM reonoIMTUYKMM YC/I0BMMA PacTU Yy BPEMEHMMA Koja gona-
3e) cpehy ce u npenanhy 6pojHU Hapoaw, je3nun, Nucma, Bepe, obuyaju,
puTyanu, BepoBaka. [0TOBO Aa Huje moryhe nojeayHayHo w noTny-
HO MPeLM3HO OApeaUTN KaKo UCTOPUjCKe C/ojeBe, TaKo U CBE eTHUYKe
3ajegHuue, Koje ce cpehy Tpacama MyTa ceune.

MNojeayHn Hapogu, Koju cy ce y MCTOPUJCKOj pPaBHWU jaB/baan W
jaB/banv AyK NyTa CBU/IE OCTaBW/IM Cy CBOj AyOOK NeyaT He Camo y EKOHOM-
CKOM cmucny, Beh NpMMapHO KyaTypOOLIKO-LMBUIM3ALMCKA. JedaH of
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TUX HAPOAaA Cy CBaKaKo Typuym, y HajLLMPEeM CMUCAY TOT Nojma (MaKo je Hawa
npBa acouujaumja Kaga ce nomeHy Typumn Hapog, Koju BehMHCKM Hace/basa
AaHalwry Penybnunky Typcku, nojam TypPCcKkM Hapoau obyxeaTta bpojHe rpy-
ne HapoAa, Koju ce jeAHUM ETHUYKMM MMEHOM Ha3mBajy Typumma).?!

TypcKu Hapog, Ymja je NocTojbuHa ncTouHa Asuja (M3mel) peka OpxoH m
peke JeHucej, ceBepHO og, KMHe), NpBKM NyT Ce MOMUHE Y AOKYMEHTUM KUHE-
CKe npoBeHunjeHumje n3 6 Beka n.H.e. [Npema peurma jeaHor og,Hajno3HATHjMX
TYPCKUX CaBpeMeHmX nctopmudapa Mnbepa OpTajnuja, ,CBETCKY UCTOPU]Y HUje
moryhe nuncatn 6e3 nctopuje Typckor Hapoga“. Osa OpTajivjese peye ogHO-
ce ce NPMMAPHO Ha paHu Nepuoa TyPCcKe UCTopUje, Kada cy Typum 3HavajaH
dakTop y uctopmju Knxe, Nepcuje, MHamje. (Ortayli, 2015: 14-15)

MHOMM TypKONO3M WUCTUYY f[a MNOPEKNO TYPCKUX Hapoga Huje
NOTKPEM/bEHO ayTEHTUYHMM UM3BOpUMA. Ha ocHoBy ¢parmeHTapHUX
Ca3Harba M3BECHO je Aa Cy TYPCKM HapoawW, Tj. HUXOBM MNpeuu Mmanmu
3Ha4ajHO MEeCTO Y UCTOPUjU eBPOA3UjCKOT PETMOHA, MHOIO NPE HEro LWTO ce
FMXOBO HAPOAHO MMe NOjaBMIo y NucaHMm nssopuma. (Findley, 2005,21)

Hajctapuje nogatke o Typumma HanasnMMo Kog HUXoBUX cyceaa Ku-
He3a Ynju M3BOPU Aajy NOAATKE O MNOjeANHUM TYPCKMM NMaemMeHuMa Koje
Cy Ha3nBanu ALWKH (3HaYeHEe: NOTOMUM By4YMLE) joww y 2. BEKY npe H. e. U3
OBWX M3BOpPA LPMNMMO NOAATKE O PeNUrnju cTapux Typaka, O MUTONOTUjH,
KaneHaapy, ApKaBHOj OopraHu3aumju... A Tek og, 6 . BeKa H. e. UMamMo
noysaaHuje noaaTke o Typuuma, Takohe 13 KuHeckmx cnuca. (Findley, 2005)

C popyre cTpaHe, JoBaH Kosauesuh je y csom geny ,ABapcku
KaraHaT“ HaBeo 4a je HajcTapuju NOMEH TYPCKMX Hapoaa 3abenerkeH Kog,
rPYKOr uctopmyapa XeponoTa, y veroBom onucy Ckuta 13 4. BeKa n.H.
e. (Kosauesunh,1977, 12) MUnak, oBa KoBaueBuhesa TBpAHba HUje fobuna
WMPY HAy4yHYy NOTBPAY.

OpTajnm Takohe HaBoam nomeH Typaka y BW3AHTUjCKUM U
Nnepcujckum n3sopuma 13 6. seka. (Ortayl, 2015, 13-14)

Mopekno camor nmeHa Typaka je UCTO TaKo HejaCHO M MMa BULLEe
CTaBOBa NO NUTakby KO, Kora ce npBu NyT jaBuao. Kog rpukmx nucaua y 6.

1 Y aHIN0CaKCOHCKO] NTepaTypu ce 3a MOPOAULLY TYPCKMX Hapoaa KOpUCTU TepmuH Turkic,
AOK Yy fomahoj opujeHTannCTMLM (MPUMAPHO TYPKOAOTUjU) TaKBa IMHIBUCTUYKA NOjMOBHA
OMHCTUHKUM]ja He nocToju. [eTasbHuje sugetn: M. Teogocujesuh, ,Typcku ceeT: Typum u
TypcKu jesunk”, Cycpetu Hapoaa v KynTtypa. People and Cultures in Contact, Kocoscka Mu-
TpoBuuUa: Punosodcku dakynteT YHusepsutet y MpuwtmHum, 2015, 365..
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BEKY Ce jaB/bajy noa umeHom Typckoc, Apanu cy ux 3sanu Turk n npasunu
cnomsbeHn naypan Etrak ( Kopuctehu ra y IMHIBUCTUYKOM 3HaYeHy Kao
TEPMUH 33 CBe TypCcKe Hapoae). Y KMHECKMM XPOHWMKAMa jaB/ba Ce Kao
Tu’kle 552. roguHe. (Teogocujesuh, 2015) (Findley, 2005)

MpBW HATNMCKU Ha TYPCKOM je3UuKy, T3B. [OKTYPCKOM WUAU TYPCKUM
pyHama, gatvpajy n3s 8. BeKa H.e. U cagp)kaam cy oko 10.000 peun.
OBM HaTNMCK NOTMYY U3 AONNHE peKe JeHucej, Ha NPOCTOPY AaHalWHe
MoHronuje. CnoBa ce caToje oA, NpaBuXx LpTa U He Be3yjy ce, a Nuwy ce
C [eCcHa Ha neBo UM 0403ro Ha gone. Peun ce pas3aBajajy ca ABe Tauke,
nma 38 3HaKoBa, 4 BoKana 1 34 KOHCOHAHTA. Kako Hasoawm B. BapTong (W.
Barthold) y cBom peny Histoire des Turcs d'Asie Centrale, 3Hauu Kojuma
cy 6enexkeHn OPXOHCKM HATMUCKU CYy UCTU Kao M KapaKTepu jeHucejckor
NMUCMa Koje je NPeTxoanno opxoHckom. (1945: 10-12)

JeTa/bHMjoM aHaNNM30M NOPEKaa NMCMaA Ha KOjuMa Cy OBM HaTAMUCK
HanucaHu 6aBMo ce GUHCKN HaydHUK [loHep, Koju cmaTpa Aa je NocToju
BE/IMKA CAMYHOCT n3amehy OBOr NMCMa M HATNMCA Ha HOBLY KOju npuna-
Aa AnHacTmjm Apcaknga (npetxoaHuum CacaHupa y lMNepcuju, Bnaganu
cy og 3 B.M.H.e Ao 3. B.H.e). MpaHonor [0TMO cmaTpao je Aa ce nperteye
jEHUCEjCKOT M OPXOHCKOT MUCMa MOTYy Hauu y corgujckom nucmy (Corp, je
obnact Hekagawmer lMepcunjckor LapcTea y Kome ce Hanase rpagosu Ca-
MapKaHAa u byxapa). Mako nojeanHu npaHuctu, Kao ¢paHuys [oTno Ha-
npMmep, CMaTpajy 4a U jEHUCEJCKO U OPXOHCKO NMUCMO MMAjy CIMYHOCTU
ca ctapunjom pasom corgmjckor nucma m3 1. B.H.e, Huje moryhe, Ha ocHOBY
CayvyBaHMX U3BOpPa, YTBPAUTU €BONYLMjY CTapujer TypCKOr MMCMa, Te TaKo
OpPXOHCKM HATNMCK OCTajy HajcTapuju 3anuc Ha oBom je3sunky. ( (Barhold,
11). Bunxenm TomceH, AaHCKU NIMHIBUCTA, KOjU je pallyMTao oBe HaTnu-
ce CmaTpa 4a je OPXOHCKO MMUCMO jeHa o4, BapWjaHTM apaMejcKor nuc-
Ma, a 4a je CBOj pa3BOj MMaNo KpPO3 Naxnasu U coravjaHcko nucmo. Osa
BapwWjaHTa TYPCKOr NMCMa cMaTpa ce npeTe4yom cTapor mahapckor nucma
13 10. Beka. (Scharlipp, 2000) (Sinor, 2002)

Y Hayum cy 0BWM HAaTANUCK NO3HATU Kao OPXOHCKM HATMUCK, U Hana-
3e Ce Ha HaArpobHMM cnoMeHuLMMa BNagdapa naemeHa MOKTypK, jeaHor
Of, HajCTapujux TYPCKUX NAeMeHa Ynju NoOMeH 4yBajy U3Bopu, FONTEKUHY,
Koju je ympo 731. rognHe n bunrexaHy Koju je ympo 734. roanHe.

Typcko nneme TOKTYpK y nepuoay paHor cpeamer BeKa je jeaHo of,
Haj3Ha4YajHUjUX TYPCKMX NAeMeHa, Koju cy 552. rognHe ocHoBaau Lape-
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BMHY TOKTYpK (TypcKu KaraHat). OBa mohHa LapeBMHa NpocTMpana ce y
jy*KHOM ANTajy uU Ha TepuTopuju faHawke MoHroauje. Y beHom cycea-
CTBY }uBeno je u naeme Orysa, Koju cy npeum Hajseher 6poja Typaka Koju
XMBE Y AaHalWm0j penybanum Typckoj, Kao U ApYrux TYPKOje3NUKUX Ha-
poaa TypkmeHa 1 AsepbejiuaHaua, Ha npumep. (Pindi¢, 1981: 5-6)

OPpPXOHCKM HAaTNUCK OTKPUBEHM CY NMPUIMKOM jeiHE 04, ekcneauumja
Hukonaja Muxannosuya JagpuHueBa, pyCKOr UCTParkMBaYva, apxeosiora u
TypKonora. JagpuHues, nopeknom ns Cubupa poheH je y Omcky 1842 ro-
AVHe, rae je 3aBpLIMo U r’MMHasujy, ga 6u 3anodeo ctyamje y CaHkT MNetec-
6ypry. Beh Ha camom no4yeTky cTyaunja, nounrse 60pby 3a moaepHU3aLmjy
Cnbupa, 360r Koje je 6uo n ocyheH Ha 3aTBOPCKY KasHy. Mnak, pesyn-
TaT UHMUKjaTUBE JaapuHLEBa U HeroBux cabopala je oTBapake npsor
yHuBep3uTeTa y OmcKy (1888). HakoH akTa nomunoBatba 3a JaapuHLEBa,
Koju objaBsbyje Lap, OBaj MCTPa)KMBay, €HTy3MjacTa, 3a/byb/bEHUK Y
pogHn Cubup ynasm y papskasHy caykby. (https://web.archive.org/
web/20071213021229/http://www.altaiinter.info/project/culture/Re-
searchers/Personnels/Jadrincev/jadr01.htm)

Ca Pyckmm reorpadpckmum gpywtsom 1889. rogmHe cKknana yrosop,
Te 0AJ/1a3M Ha UCTPaXKMBAYKy ekcneauumjy y MoHronujy, rae je ycneo ga
ybuumpa octaTKe paHor cpefHOBEKOBHOT rpasa Xapa-banraca, Kao  MOH-
roncke npectoHuue Kapakopyma. Y gonvHm peke OpxoH, JagpuHues je
NPOHAaLLA0 ABa CMOMEHMKA, rae cy y cTeHama Buam yknecaHun 3anmncu Koju
npunaaajy Hapoay lOKTypaka v cmewTajy ce y nepuog, 7-8. seka. OBu 3anu-
CM CY HEWTO KacHuje aelwndppoBaHM TPYAOM SAHCKOT HayvyHMKA TomceHa.
(https://web.archive.org/web/20071213021229/http://www.altaiinter.
info/project/culture/Researchers/Personnels/Jadrincev/jadr01.htm)

OBo oTKpuhe AoHeno je JagpuHueBy cnaBy W NOCTaNo je jefiHa of,
Haj3Ha4ajHMjux Hay4yHUX oTKpuha 19. Beka. HenocpegHo HakoH oTKpuha,
1891.roguHe, Pycka akagemuja HayKka opraHuM3oBasia je HOBY ekcreguuujy,
KOjy je npeaBoAnO NMPU3HATU PYCKU TYPKOIOT HEMAYKOr nopekna, Paa-
noB. OBa ncTpaxkmBakba Aana cy gobpe pesynTaTy, jep je npoHaheHo jow
HaTAKCa MUCAHMX TYPCKMM pyHama, U NpeacTaB/bajy NPUMapHO enuTa-
de npeABOAHMLMMA TYPCKUX NaeMeHa. Pe3yntatm oBMX UCTPaxKMBaHa
objaBuno je Papgnos y geny ,Atnac MOHronckmx crapuHa“ (1892-1893),
Kao 1 y nocebHom nsgarby noceeheHom OpXoHCKoj ekcneauunju (1892).

36 L



BUB/TIMOTEKE HA NYTY CBUNE

(https://web.archive.org/web/20071213021229/http://www.altaiinter.
info/project/culture/Researchers/Personnels/Jadrincev/jadr01.htm)

Mopen Beh nomeHTyor pycKor Hay4yHWKa JaapuHLEB, KOjU je CBOjUM
HayYHMUYKMM EHTY3Mja3sMOM OTKPMO MocTojatbe OPXOHCKMX HaTnuca vy
FUXOBOM NYyH6AMKOBaY U AewndpoBakby Haj3HAYAjHUjU AONPUHOC AANN
CYy PYCKM TYPKONOT HEMAYKOr nopekna Bacuam Bacuswesmy Paanos, Kao m
OAHCKN nnHrBmucTa Bunxenm Nlyasur Metap TomceH.

Bacunu Bacmwesuu Papnos (pyc. Bacinuini Bacnunbesud Pagnos)
nnun ®pungpux Punxenm Pagnos (Hem. Friedrich Wilhelm Radloff ) poheH
je 1837 rognHe y bepanHy. CmaTpa ce OCHMBA4YeEM PYyCKe TypKOJoruje.
Lleo cBOj MCTpaxKmMBa4KM BEK NMOCBETUO je UCTPAXKMBaAkY TYPCKMX HApO-
Aa. HakoH gunnomupara 1858. roanHe, Kao BeNMKKN 3a/byb/beHUK Y UC-
TOYHe je3uKe, NPMXBATa MecTo Npodecopa HEMAYKOT U NAaTUHCKOT je3unKa
y cnbupckom rpagy bapHayny. Xusehu n pagehu y Cnbupy, 3anoyeo
je uctpaxuBara cMbupckmx Hapoaa. CBoja uUcTparknarba ob6jaBuo je y
MoHorpaduju U3 Cubupa (1884). https://radloff.livejournal.com/

Y nepuoay on 1866 ao 1907, npeseo je n 06jaBMO MHOre crome-
HUKe TypcKor ¢onknopa. Hberoso HajsHayvajHMje [eno je NPBO U3gake
OpxoHcKux Hamnuca. Ycneguo je 4eTBOPOTOMHM KOMMNAPaTUBHU PEYHUK
TYPCKUX je3nKa, objaB/bmBaH y nepuoay o 1893 ao 1911. Paanos je aao
CBOj AONPUHOC OCHOBary Pyckor ETHorpadckor Myseja. buo je pykoso-
aunau Asumjckor myseja y CaHkKT MNetepcbypry y nepoay oa 1884 no 1894.
https://web.archive.org/web/20130401080752/http://www.deutsche-
biographie.de/sfz104169.html

PagnoB je momarao pyckom Typkosory [puropujy lMoTarbuHy Yy
HErOBO pPady Ha PEYHMUMMA CANAPCKOT, 3aNagHOr U UCTOYHOT jyrypckor
je3ukKa, koje MoTarbMH 06jaBsbyje 1893. roanHe y CBOjoj KHbK3K , TaHTyTCKO-
TMbeTaHcKe rpaHuue KuHe u ueHTpanHe MoHronuje”. https://web.ar-
chive.org/web/20130401080752/http://www.deutsche-biographie.de/
sfz2104169.html

MNako je Papgnos ympo 1918. rogmHe y CaHKT lMNeTtepcbypry, Tokom
Cras/bMHOBOr pexumma, Kpajem Tpuaecetux rogmHa 20. seka, HKB/ u
Hay4YHM PagHULUM KOjU Cy Npunaganun ApXKaBHOM anapaTy ONTYXyjy
PapnoBa 3a naHTypKM3am. HeKn COBjeTCKM OpPUjeHTannUCTN U TYPKOIO3un
KOju Cy ONTY»KEeHM A3 HacTaB/bajy PagnoBo geno cy Yak ybujeHu, kao wro
je To 6buo cnyyaj ca AnekcaHgpom Camosnosuyem 1938. roanHe.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20130401080752/http://www.
deutsche-biographie.de/sfz104169.html

JaHcku nuHreucta Bunxenm Jlyasur Metap TomceH (1842-1927)
610 je NPBMO TYPKOJIOT KOjM je ycneo Aa y NOTNyHOCTU Aewundpyje cTa-
PO TYPCKO MUCMO — PyHe, Kojuma cy 6unm nucaHm OpPXOHCKU HATMUCK.
TomceH je cBoje obpasoBarbe 1859. roauHe Hajnpe 3ano4veo cTyamjama
Teosiornja Ha [laHCKy yHUBep3uTeTy, Aa bu ce Heayro HaKoH Tora onpege-
1o 3a ctyanje dunonormje. M3yyasao je mahapckm n GuHcKmx. JokTop-
CKy Te3y oabpaHuo je 1869. rogmHe, Ha TeEMy HEMAYKMUX NO3ajM/bEHMULA
y PUHCKOM je3nKky. KpaTKo Bpeme je npenaBao TPyYKU je3nK Yy jeaHoj
rmMMHasmjm y KoneHxareHy, ga 6y 3aTum noctao npodecop Ha YHMBepP3n-
TeTy y KoneHxareny. Mehy merosum ctygeHTMMa 61o je No3HaTh JaHCKK
nuureucta OTto JacnepceH. (Brgndal, 1927)

lfonpnHe 1876. pobuja nosmB opn yHuBep3uTeta OKcdopa Aa
yyecTByje y cepumju Mnuectepcknx npeaasamba, Koje je ycTaHOBMO Bunmnjam
dokc-CrpaHreejc, yetTsptn epn oa Unyectepa (1795-1865). Kao pesyn-
TaT TUX NpeaaBarba 06jaBuo je kKibury ,,0aHocu namehy crape Pycuje m
CkaHauMHaBuje 1 noveum pycke apskase”. (/loHaoH: b. PpeHknuH, 1877)

TOMCOH je y BE/IMKOj Mepu AONPUHEOD Pa3BOjy JIMHIBUCTUKE KA0 MO-
OepHe HayKe. Hberosa raBHa gena 0gHOCMAa Cy Ce Ha OAHOC repMaHCKUX,
GaNTUYKMX U MHAO-UPAHCKMX YTUUAja HA PUHCKK. (Brgndal, 1927, 289-
391) UakKo je, Kako je Beh Ha3zHa4YeHO HEMAUKO-PYCKKU TypKoaor PaasioB
npsu 06jaBno OpxoHCKe HaTnmce, TOMCOH KX je y NOTNYHOCTM paLlymMTao
n o6jaBmo Ha ¢paHuyckom (1896: Inscriptions De L’Orkhon Déchiffrées),
LITO NpeAcTaB/ba OrpOMaH AOMNPUHOC pPa3Bojy TYPKOIOMMje Kao HayKe.

Mopes BeNUKOr NUMHIBUCTUYKO-GUNoNowKor, OPXOHCKU HATIUCK
MMajy n nCTopmorpadCKo-KyATypPO/IOLWKM 3HaYaj. Ha OCHOBY HMX CE MOMXKe,
6apem y OCHOBHUM LpTaMa, PEKOHCTPYMCATU APYLITBEHE CTPYKTypa Typ-
CKMX XaHaTa Koju cy, y nepuoay 7-8. BeKa, *KUBENW Ha rpaHuu,ama KuHe.
OBM 3HAYajHM MMUCAHM CNOMEHULM NpyrKajy obaBewTera 0 HOMAACKOM
HaunHy XunBoTa. OHO Ha WTa bapTong ckpehe naxmy TO je ynora xaHa,
Kao NpeaBoAHMKA Yy opraHusaumju foKkTypaka. Mo gpylwTBEHUM 3aKOHU-
TOCTMMa KOZ, HOMAACKMX APYLUTAaBA He NOCTOjM HMUKAKaB 0O6MK AprKaBHe
opraHusaumje, HUTKU xnjepapxuje. Yoctanom, ca Tum npobnemom he ce
n mohHu Typuyn OcmaHnmje cycpeTaT¥ TOKOM roTOBO YMTABOr MOCTOjakba
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LlapcTBa, jep a3njcka HomaacKka naemeHa, 6e3 o63upa wro cy buna Typ-
CKOT NMOpPEeKNa, HUCY XKenena fa npuxeaTe ayTOPUTET LLEHTPasIHE BAACTU.
Tako u Kog, xaHoBMMa (npeasogHuUMMa) ToKTypaKa? Huje 6Mno nako ga
HaMeTHY CBOj ayTOPUTET M OpraHusyjy ynpasy Haj CBOjUM NOAAHULM-
Ma. Hajuewhe 61 OHM HameTanm CBOj ayTOPUTET HAKOH HEKe M3BOjeBaHe
BojHe nobeze. Ha Taj HauuH, NpUNagHULN MJIEMEHA CY OUN CTaB/bEHM,
Kako pasmulusba baptona, npen ceplueH ynH. (Barhold, 8-9)
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2 TOKTYpLM cy BUAK rpyna TYPCKMUX NiemMeHa Koja je XKusena y LeHTpanHoj Asunju. Y KUHeCKum
M3BOpPMMa Ce MoMUiby Yy 6. BEKYy, U Bp/io 6p30 cy, 3axsBasbyjyhu CBOjUM BOjHUUKUM
BELWTUHAMa, yCneau Aa OCBOje 3HayajHy TePUTOPWjy, Kao 1 Aa KOHTPONMLLY TProBUHY Ha
Tom aeny lNyta ceune.

—1 39



LIBRARIES ALONG THE SILK ROAD

Ema Miljkovi¢

CULTURAL DIVERSITY ON THE SILK ROAD:
ORHON INSCRIPTIONS-FIRST WRITTEN DOCUMENTS
IN TURKISH LANGUAGE

Summary

The Turkish people, whose homeland is East Asia (between the River Orhon and
the Yenisei River, north of China), was first mentioned in the 6-century documents of
the Chinese provenance. The first inscriptions in the Turkish language, in the Gokturks
letters, called also the Turkish runes, date back to the 8th century A.D. and contained
about 10,000 words. These inscriptions originate from the Yenisei River valley, in the
today’s Mongolia. The letters are made of straight lines and do not bind, and are spelled
from right to left or from up way down. Words are separated by two points, the has 38
characters, 4 vocals, and 34 consonants.

In the science writings, these inscriptions are known as Orhon Inscriptions, and
they were found on the tombstones of the two Gokturk rulers, Goltekin, who died in 731
and to Bilgehan, who died in 734.

This work will further review these significant cultural monuments, which
represent the beginning of literacy with the Turkish people. It will especially indicate
the importance of developing different letters of Turkish language, which is another
testament to the richness of cultural heritage on the Silk Road.

Key words: The Silk Road, The Orhon Inscriptions, Turkish letters, Turkish people,
Cultural Diversity
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