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4.1 Language barrier



The beginning was really “hard”, after ten years spent in an all 

Hungarian environment and attending school in Hungarian, I could 

not read out loud simple things in Serbian at the blackboard, e.g. three 
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4.2 Bilingualism is an advantage

I defended my thesis in Serbia, after doing my research in Budapest 

(Hungary). I wrote (my thesis) in Serbian. This was the advantage 

of the Hungarian language, I could do a very topical experiment in 

Hungary and discuss the problem with my Hungarian colleagues. The 
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During the oral examination I constantly feel like I am at a disadvantage 

because of the language…Simply, I feel confused, I have little courage 

to speak, as I am not sure whether I speak correctly or not. It is also a 

problem that I speak in short sentences, so I could be more correct… 

During oral examinations people should be more philosophical, I 

  I do not like to approach professors, I prefer not to talk. I usually 

don’t ask questions either. For example, I wanted to ask the teaching 

assistant whether there were negative points, but I stuttered and felt 

very bad. The teaching assistant helped, he explained but made a 

strange face when he saw me struggling with Serbian (HFS11).
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per se

… then he said, that this is the second year and I should learn the 

language of the country. Then he asked me, whether my parents learnt 

the Serbian language, when they came here?... Then I went to consult 

with the professor, asked him for an advice, how should I learn the 

language? He told me to read Dostoevsky in Serbian. This was his 

solution (HFS7).
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Qualitative Methods in Social Research

Current Issues in Language Planning

After Method: Mess in social science research

TNTeF online journal

Papers from the International 

Conference on Minority Languages XIV.

Papers from the International 

Conference on Minority Languages XIV.

The Coding Manual for Qualitative Researchers

2011 Census of 

Population, Households and Dwellings in the Republic of Serbia
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Methods of Critical 

Discourse Analysis
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