
One ingredient of the holy trinity (holy people, holy land, holy 

of a nationality, within the sphere of the Judeo-Christian tradition, 

since Bible days.



Dieter W. Halwachs

Book of Judges

The descendants of Gilead seized control of the Jordan River’s fords 

along the border of Ephraim’s territory. Later on, when any fugitive 

from Ephraim asked them, Let me cross over,  the men from Gilead 

would ask him, “Are you an Ephraimite?” If he said “No,” they would 

order him, “Pronounce the word ‘Shibboleth’ right now.” If he said 

“Sibboleth,” not being able to pronounce it correctly, they would seize 

him and slaughter him there at the fords of the Jordan River. During 

those days, 42,000 descendants of Ephraim died that way.

Latin
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Volksgeist
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Swedish

Cornish
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Italian Romansh

Basque

Welsh

West Frisian

Yiddish

Romani Romani

Romani

Romani

Romani

Armenian

Hebrew

Karaim

Karelian

Romani

Yiddish
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Minority languages within the meaning of the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages in the Federal Republic of Germany 

shall be the Danish, Upper Sorbian, Lower Sorbian, North Frisian 

and Sater Frisian languages and the Romany language of the German 

Sinti and Roma; a regional language within the meaning of the 

Charter in the Federal Republic shall be the Low German language.

Sami, Finnish and Meänkieli are regional or minority languages in Sweden …

... the Saami language which is a regional or minority language in Finland ...

Denmark declares that it will apply the following provisions of Part III 

of the Charter to the German minority language in Southern Jutland …

Austria declares that minority languages within the meaning of the 

Charter in the Republic of Austria shall be the Burgenl and croatian, 

the Slovenian, the Hungarian, the Czech, the Slovakian languages and 

the Romany language of the Austrian Roma minority.

English
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Frisian Sami Sorbian

Belaru-

sian

German Danish

Czech Hungarian Slovak Slo-

vene
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German

Romanian

Romanian

Moldovan.  

Aromunian

Vlach te

Meglenitic Boyash

Boyash Romanian

Boyash

Boyash
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Russian

Russian

Russian

Albanian

Albanian

Sami

Ladin
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Ladino

Karaim

Karaim Ladino
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Sakha/Yakuts

Even Evenki

Yukagir Russian

Nenets

Rus-

sian

Yiddish

Mongolian

Burjat Oirat Dagur

Ewenki Korean

Mandarin
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Uyghurs

Mongolian

Kyrghyz Kazakh

Tai

Miao Yao

Kam-Sui Kam-Sui Tai

Mandarin
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Inuttitut

Inuktitut English

French Inuinnaqtun

English

English French Cree

Chipewyan Gwich’in North Slavey

South Slavey Tlinchon Inuinnaqtun, 

Inuktitut, Inuvialuktun English

Tlinchon

Inuinnaqtun

Autonomy of the Autonomous Communities of the Basque Country, 

Catalonia, Balearic Islands, Galicia, Valencia and Navarra.

Basque Catalan Galician
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Romani

Interna-

tional Romani Union 
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Fourth World Romani Congress

The International Day of the 

Roma

Fifth World Romani Congress

Sixth World Romani Congress

Seventh World Romani Congress The Roma 

Nation Building Action Plan

Ro-

mani
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Castilian Catalan

Aranese

Czech Slovak Hungarian

Slovene

German
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German

German
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Language Policy and National Unity in South Africa

Is it true that a language group is the same thing as a nation or a 

cultural group?

Is it true that for people to be a nation they all have to speak the same 

language?

Is it true that every language is the bearer of a unique culture?

Are these views, which are seen as common sense in most parts of the 

world, founded on indisputable facts?

If people cannot speak to one another they cannot constitute a nation. 

The crucial question, however, is whether they have to speak to one 

another in a particular language in order to be a nation. … All that 

is necessary is that they be able to switch to the most appropriate 

language demanded by a particular situation.

st
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 Language policy and national unity in South 

Africa/Azania.

Imagined communities

Language and nationalism: two integrative 

essays

Language and ethnicity in a minority 

sociolinguistic perspective
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Plurilingualism Research Unit

treffpunkt sprachen; Committee of Experts of the 

European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages Council of 

Europe

language politics, minority 

linguistics, endangered languages, language contact


