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10TH INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC CONFERENCE

WORD OF THE CONFERENCE DIRECTOR

_ Aleksandra Djukic

Ph.D, Full Professor, University of
Belgrade - Faculty of Architecture;
Director of the Conference

Proceedings from the 10* International Conference Places and Technologies: Keeping up with
technologies to shape joyful cities, which was held in Belgrade in May 2025, contribute to the
discussion about the future of society and places and the role of technology in it, and discussions
with respect to a strategy for a responsive quality environment and joyful cities. More than 80
papers from 19 countries were presented during the conference. The organizers of the conference
were the University of Belgrade (Faculty of Architecture) and the Professional Association Urban
Laboratory (UrbanLab).

The conference aimed to raise questions about the future of cities and the environment, to develop
joyful cities, emphasizing the critical role of technology in designing innovative solutions to enhance
urban spaces. The focus was on a happy city concept. The concept of the Happy City emphasizes
designing urban environments that promote well-being, inclusivity, and sustainability. It focuses
on creating spaces where people feel safe, connected, and engaged, with access to green areas,
efficient mobility, cultural identity, and opportunities for social interaction. A Happy City balances
technology and human needs, aiming not just for growth, but for a higher quality of life. It underscored
the importance of a multidisciplinary approach, bridging engineering, humanities, and social sciences
to address urban challenges effectively. New urban and building concepts predominantly rely on
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) to drive progress and responsiveness to various
aspects of urban development.

The conference proceedings is divided into eight main parts in correlation with the concept of Happy
City the creation of joyful environments through technology, the role of design in fostering joy and
social interaction, technological innovations that enhance urban happiness, strategies that promote
joy in diverse social and cultural context, multidisciplinary collaboration between architecture,
technology and arts, approaches to balancing historical preservation with contemporary needs,
sustainable solutions for joyful and green cities and sustainable urban mobility solutions for joyful
and connected cities.

The event's significance lies inits role as a platform for promoting the integration of smart technologies
and modern urban concepts into strategies for sustainable city development. By bringing together
researchers and practitioners, it encourages dialogue and exchange on how to address a wide range
of contemporary urban challenges through academic research, innovation, and collaboration. The
discussions and presentations highlight the complexity of urban life, emphasizing that solutions
must be both technologically advanced and socially responsive.
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A diverse set of issues was explored, including urban design and planning, architectural innovation,
building technologies, urban sociology, information and communication technologies, transport and
mobility studies, climate resilience, and adaptive reuse of the built environment. Additional topics
such as cities and health, landscape architecture, cultural identity, and heritage protection further
enriched the conversation. All papers, presented by professors, researchers, and PhD students from
across Europe and around the world, contributed valuable insights, case studies, and forward-looking
ideas. Together, these contributions illustrate the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration in
shaping cities that are not only smarter and more resilient but also healthier, more inclusive, and
ultimately more humane.

The conference serves as a platform for global researchers to enhance their academic standing, foster
research networks, and initiate new scientific endeavors, contributing to the scientific advancement
of Serbia and the region.

The Places and Technologies conference has grown into a well-established international academic
event that consistently gathers researchers, scholars, and professionals from across the globe. Over
the years, it has provided a valuable platform not only for the dissemination of new knowledge but also
for fostering academic advancement, enabling participants to strengthen their positions within the
academic hierarchy, expand professional networks, and initiate innovative scientific collaborations.
By encouraging dialogue across disciplines, the conference contributes to the creation of a dynamic
and supportive research community that transcends national and institutional boundaries.

The presentations delivered and the high quality of the papers, products of original studies, critical
debates, and empirical research undertaken during the conference’s role as a significant contributor to
the academic discourse on urbanism, architecture, technology, and related fields. Such contributions
reinforce our commitment to maintaining and enhancing the relevance of this conference among
the many prestigious academic gatherings in Europe. The intellectual diversity and academic rigor
represented in the proceedings not only validate the conference’s scientific credibility but also reaffirm
its ambition to remain a vital forum for shaping future approaches to responsive urban environments,
sustainable development, and human-centered design.
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Ali Parsa

Westminster Business School, University
of Westminster, London, United Kingdom

Prof. Dr. Ali Parsa is a senior academic in urban planning and

real estate at the University of Westminster, with over 30 years of
teaching and research experience. A Fellow of RICS and RSA, he
holds a PhD from Newcastle University and serves as a visiting
professor at UTHM University (Malaysia) and Ankara University
(Turkiye). His research covers global cities, sustainable urban
regeneration, housing markets, land policy, and Sharia-compliant
real estate. He has collaborated widely across Asia, the Middle
East, and Europe and in 2025 became a mentor for the Kofi Annan
Changemakers Initiative.

Lovro Koncar-Gamulin

PLACES AND TECHNOLOGIES 2025

Faculty of Architecture and Planning, Vienna
University of Technology, Vienna, Austria

Lovro Koncar-Gamulin is an architect and researcher at Technische
Universitat Wien (TU Wien), specializing in participatory urban
planning and citizen science. His work focuses on co-creation,
spatial data analysis, and equitable urban development. His work has
been internationally recognized through the EU Sparks for Climate
Championship (2024) and the Austrian Citizen Science Award (2023,
2025). As an 0eAD Science Ambassador, he promotes citizen-
science approaches in architecture and planning. He is the creator
of City Layers, a framework for people-driven spatial intelligence, and
his work has been exhibited internationally, including at the Venice
Architecture Biennale 2021 and MAK Vienna.

Milena Vukmirovic

University of Belgrade — Faculty
of Forestry, Belgrade, Serbia

Dr. Milena Vukmirovi¢ is an Associate Professor of Urban Design

at the University of Belgrade — Faculty of Forestry, Department

of Landscape Architecture and Horticulture, focusing on digital
methods and sustainable public-space evaluation. She is the author
of SCORELINE framework, which assesses open-space quality
through six criteria and is currently expanding it through Al-, GIS-,
and data-integrated projects. With two decades of academic and
professional work, she has published widely and co-authored books
on urban sustainability and digital cities. She co-founded the “Places
and Technologies” conference and contributes to EU-funded projects
linking citizen science, participatory design, and urban analytics.
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10TH INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC CONFERENCE

REAL ESTATE AND HAPPINESS

_ Ali Parsa

PhD, Professor, Westminster Business
School, University of Westminster, London,
United Kingdom; a.parsa@westminster.ac.uk

ABSTRACT

We spend 80 to 90 percent of our lives indoors — immersed in walls that frame our work, relation-
ships, creativity, and rest. From the clean-lined intimacy of a Copenhagen apartment to the bold trans-
parency of a Rotterdam co-living complex, the spaces we inhabit shape far more than our routines
— they shape our emotional landscape.

Recent studies confirm what designers and architects have long intuited: buildings affect our well-
being, mood, productivity, and happiness. In an era where the boundaries between work, home, and
leisure blur, understanding the relationship between real estate and happiness is no longer optional —
it's essential. This study explores how the design, function, and ownership of real estate intersect with
emotional wellbeing. Does owning a home bring happiness — or just status? How does workspace
design influence mental health? Is the emerging trend of hotelification—where homes, offices, and
even hospitals adopt hospitality aesthetics—a new path to joy? Can real estate evolve to serve not just
economies, but emotional ecosystems?

We'll map these questions onto real-world innovations, drawing from recent real estate trends and
design cultures that have long championed beauty, simplicity, and psychological ease in built envi-
ronments.

KEYWORDS _ Real Estate trends, Happiness, changing workplace, hotelification of real estate
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CITY LAYERS: PEOPLE-DRIVEN SPATIAL INTELLIGENCE

_ Lovro Konc¢ar-Gamulin

DI, Researcher | Project Lead, Faculty of Architecture and
Planning — Vienna University of Technology, Vienna, Austria;
lovro.koncar-gamulin@tuwien.ac.at, [0000-0001-9989-1867]

ABSTRACT

As digital transformation increasingly becomes the driving force of urban change, the growing chal-
lenge is to reintegrate human perceptions and lived experiences into the processes of urban plan-
ning and -transformation. While cities recognise the importance of community engagement, existing
mechanisms struggle to effectively capture, integrate, and act upon citizens’ spatial insights. This
results in blind spots in spatial knowledge production, leaving critical spatial needs largely invisible
in decision-making processes. A critical gap thus persists between urban planning and the everyday
realities of diverse communities.

In response, City Layers is introduced as a people-driven city mapping framework that places hu-
man perception and lived experience at the center of spatial knowledge production. Its purpose is
to reveal, map, and respond to citizens’ spatial needs through participatory processes. By capturing
both the material and immaterial qualities of our urban sites, City Layers translates human observa-
tions into site-specific indicators—"layers” that reflect local challenges and conditions. Integrating
subjective community insights with external datasets, it transforms dispersed spatial observations
into layers of spatial intelligence. This collective knowledge provides essential urban information and
supports a citizen-centered approach to identifying and addressing socio-spatial challenges. Open to
both citizens and city-makers, City Layers fosters a more equitable, participatory approach to urban
planning and transformation—based on collective intelligence.

KEYWORDS _ Spatial Intelligence; City Mapping; People-Driven Urban Planning
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