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Preface

ACADEMICIANS, SCHOLARS, AND YOUNG RESEARCHERS
UNITED IN REVEALING CONTEMPORARY PANTURKISM

The issue of contemporary Pan-Turkism is not a local problem, but
an Eurasian one, as it is filled with harmful content that can ignite this part
of the planet. During the time of the USSR, the scholars of that period
evaluated the ideology and politics of Pan-Turkism as Nazism, since they
were based on integration along national lines. Furthermore, Pan-Turkism,
by its potential, threatens to destroy several states of Eurasia, above all
Russia, China, Iran, as well as the Balkan countries.

Evaluating the destructive political potential of Pan-Turkism, we
may say that it is identical to Marxism and Nazism, since the destruction of
existing states cannot occur without a response from endangered states and
peoples. Even now, among the Balkan peoples, fear and negative emotions
are being born toward the presence of Turks, with reminders of their bloody
rule during the existence of the Ottoman Empire.

Although Turkey acts cunningly, softening the hearts and memory of
once-oppressed peoples with the help of soft power, primarily through TV
series in which everything coming from this country is presented as ideal
(especially their rule over the Balkans), then economically, and, when
needed, militarily (Kosovo and Metohija). Naturally, the most significant
influence is achieved through the spread of the Islamic faith. In Bulgaria,
which has excellent experience with imams, their organization is called a
“thousand-headed dragon,” against which they have been unable to prevail.

In North Macedonia, Albanians are gradually assimilating into
Turks, increasing their number and influence in the country. In Serbia,
Muslims call themselves Turks, and an unhindered Turkophilia very often
manifests itself (especially during some football matches) in a very
unpleasant way.

There has not been much discussion in the scholarly community on
this topic, apart from individual works, such as “outbursts.” The organizers
of the conference and editors of the proceedings “Panturkism Today” came
up with the idea at the end of 2024 to hold an international conference on
this theme, taking into account its topicality and the interest of fellow
scholars in researching it.
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We must admit that we initially imagined this scholarly gathering as
a “national one with international participation,” as its official definition
goes. We asked colleagues for their opinions and were very surprised by the
response. Soon, it became clear to us that the problem of spreading Pan-
Turkist ideas is not only a problem for the Balkans, Eurasia, and the whole
world. In the end, gathering all the papers in one place, we conclude that the
response of scholars was excellent, so in this international scholarly volume,
one can read works by authors from Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Bulgaria, Romania, Austria, Slovenia,
Greece, Cyprus, Belgium, Belarus, Russia, and Moldova. In other words,
from 14 countries, whose representatives endeavored to shed light on Pan-
Turkism from multiple perspectives.

This collection is particularly valuable because it brings together
academicians, professors, scholars, and even young researchers and doctoral
students at the beginning of their careers. With their joint forces, they were
in contact with us, the organizers, researching, writing, and comparing
opinions for more than half a year. The result is this collection of great value,
which we believe will serve many colleagues in the future in clarifying the
issue of Pan-Turkism.

Although today’s Germany is endangered by the Pan-Turkist policy
of the “thousand mosques,” it should be added that, along with the
construction of mosques, paramilitary units are immediately formed, meant
to take power when the time comes. We also contacted a colleague scholar
from Germany. Still, he timidly declined to join our endeavor, explaining
that it is “unpopular and potentially dangerous to speak on this subject and to
oppose the official policy of Germany.” Nevertheless, he offered cooperation
in future conferences, when the topics would be “less dangerous.”

The Balkan peoples, to repeat, particularly fear Pan-Turkism, and
the policy of entering NATO and the European Union has proven to be a
deception. The mentioned powers act in the interest of Turkey, weakening
the defensive, cultural, economic, and every other power of these peoples
and their states, while simultaneously opening the doors to Turkey. On this
occasion, we will quote the words of Dr. Vojin Bozhinov from the Institute
of History in Bulgaria: “He who knows what Turkey is, fears Turkey.” These
words best portray the state of today’s society, namely, those who are
“blessed with ignorance” and the others, the concerned ones.

In any case, we, the conference organizers and the proceedings'
editors, hope we have made an essential scholarly step forward in
understanding Panturkism.
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