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At the International Scientific Conference “History and Cultural
Memory” held on May 20 — 21, 2024, the experts dealt with the named
topic, which is neither foreign nor unknown to the Institute for Politi-
cal Studies. The thematic collection of scientific works entitled “Hate
Speech and the Cultural Memory” was published by the Institute in 2020,
and brought together experts from several countries who adequately re-
sponded to the topic fixed in the title of the book. It can be said that the
Institute for Political Studies has a tradition of dealing with the cultural
memory and its various aspects.

Dr. Zoran Milosevi¢ stood out among the scientists who were
among the first to think about the term “cultural memory” (in Serbi-
an: kultura pamcenja). Through his first journalistic and then scientif-
ic works, he made a distinction between the terms “culture of remem-
brance” (in Serbian: kultura se¢anja) and “cultural memory™, clearly
emphasizing that remembrances are short-lived, limited to human life.
Cultural memory refers to the collective, the people or nation, and tran-
scends in the care of historical memory, on which generations are taught
and historically enlightened.?

' Kyntypa namhera nnu kyntypa cehama / 3opan Musnomresuh / LlenTtap 3a cTparerike mportose.
— Available at: https://csp.rs/2023/08/01/kultura-pamcenja-ili-kultura-secanja/ (12.02.2024.)

> OMmutaiMHa O TPOT yMa U KpaTkor namhema — [okoserwe Z 1 Bucoka noiutrka / 3opan Musore-

Buh // Ilewat — JIuct cro6ogue Cpbuje. — Available at: : https:/www.pecat.co.rs/2019/09/omladina-

ostrog-uma-i-kratkog-pamcenja/ (12.02.2024.)
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Milos Knezevi¢ is another scientist who dealt with the cultur-
al memory and its indispensable importance, through his multifaceted
works. Apart from agreeing with Dr. MiloSevi¢ in terms of terminol-
ogy, he goes a step further, giving examples from everyday politics in
which the consequences of wrongdoing on the collective memory of the
people, above all — Serbian people?, are obvious. In addition, KneZevi¢
dealt with related issues of strategic culture in the period of transition
when secessionist ideology and politics appeared.*

Two exceptional scientists who are united by their place of em-
ployment — the Institute for Political Studies — have joined their scien-
tific pens in the editorial endeavour of the collection “Hate Speech and
the Cultural Memory”, bringing together scientific and cultural workers
from Serbia, Republic Srpska, Russia, Belarus and Moldova/Pridnestov-
ie. As the editor pointed out in the preface, there was some resistance
from fellow compatriots, since they were wrongly taught to identify the

“culture of remembrance” and the “cultural memory”.> And instead of
stating their views and supporting them with scientific facts, colleagues
who did not agree with the editor’s idea decided to boycott the creation
of the collection.

In the question of the difference between the terms “culture of
remembrance” and “cultural memory” the linguistic approach cannot
be ignored. Namely, every such major change in the language leads to
a violation of linguistic awareness, and then to other, much larger con-
sequences, until there are disintegration processes in society. Social

“splits” justified by language changes are very easy to prove, especial-
ly in the Balkans.® The breaking of linguistic awareness is especially
dangerous in children, who naturally quickly adopt the vocabulary they
are exposed to and thus form their personality and views of the world
around them — family, society and nation.”

3 See: Cpricko moasuiire: cio6o/1a, HAlKja, IPXKaBa, Kib. |, HAlHOHATHA epcrnekTHBa / Mo
Kuexesuh. — Beorpan : MuctutyT 3a nonutuuke cryauje, 2022. — ISBN 978-86-7419-368-6.

4 Crparemika KyJITypa y F€OnOJIMTHYKOM TyMadetby TpaH3uta u Tpansuumje / Munom Knexe-
Buh / BojHo zmeuno, Boit. 72, 6p. 4 (2020), ctp. 161-188. — Available at: https://scindeks-clanci.ceon.
rs/data/pdf/0042-8426/2020/0042-84262004161K.pdf (12.02.2024.)

S Ipenrosop // ToBop Mpikbe u KyaTypa mamhera / 3opan Munontesuh. — beorpan : ucTuTyT
3a noJuTHYKe cryauje, 2020. — p. 9-16.

® More about this topic in: Je3uuka cBeCT y KOHTEKCTY CaBPEMEHHX (J1e3)MHTErPALMOHUX T1PO-
neca / Murpa Pessuh // 3060puuk panosa duiosodcexkor dakynarera y [Ipumrunu, 6p. 37 (2007),
ctp. 101-108. — Available at: https:/scindeks-clanci.ceon.rs/data/pdf/0354-3293/2007/0354-
32930737101R.pdf (12.02.2024.)

7 Buauuu jennor benopyca-bemocpbuna — eceju u cryauje / UBan A. Yapora. — beorpan :
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Let’s take into account the explanation of the editor of the collec-
tion “Hate Speech and the Cultural Memory”, Dr. Zoran Milosevi¢, who
cites the explanation of the Russian linguist Vadim V. Ribin, who ex-
plains the dangers of deviating from the original roots in the language.®
Even though memory and remembrance are domestic words, we don’t
have to be philologists to feel and recognize their difference in perma-
nence and credibility in the very pronunciation of these words.

Thus, from the preface, we can conclude that at the time of its
creation, this collection was negatively labeled, one can even say un-
fairly labelled as controversial, and therefore its greatness and impor-
tance could not immediately come to the fore. However, it was not only
the concept of “cultural memory” that contributed to this, but the first
part in the title of the collection: “hate speech”, which can create fear
in certain people. And it seems that this fear is due to insufficient pa-
triotic feeling (let’s take into account that, unlike in Russia, in Serbia
the concept of “patriotism in science™ is not accepted and understood)
and insufficient readiness to look the truth in the eyes, out of fear of
denial some other types of benefits or recognition. The hate speech of
the French, British and American political leaders directed against the
Serbian people during the period of the breakup of Yugoslavia: the jus-
tification of genocide, pogroms and other types of crimes against the
Serbian people, as well as the justification of the bombing of Serbia in
1999 is insufficiently highlighted and analysed nowadays. The question
arises: to whom these facts bother and why do we justify or cover our
own executioners.

However, as it always happens, time washed the pearls out of the
mud, and the tradition of nurturing the cultural memory was maintained
at the Institute for Political Studies in Belgrade. In the middle of 2023,
nine centres (administrative-research units) were established at the In-
stitute, one of which is the Centre for the Cultural Memory. The deci-
sion was signed by acting director Dr. Zoran Milosevi¢ in May 2023.
Dr. Jovan Janji¢ became the head of the Centre, and the members: Dr.
Milena Pesi¢, Dr. Sanja Suljagi¢, Dr. Sanja Stogi¢, Dr. Dragan Markovi¢,

WHcTuTyT 32 monutuyke cryauje, 2023. —p. 92. — Available at: http://repozitorijumips.rs/322/1/

VIDICI-Book-2023-20230315a.pdf (12.02.2024.)

§ See also: Omner ce noBnaunmo / Bagum Pubun ; npeseo ¢ pyckor 3opan Mustomesuhi / CioseH.
— Available at: https://sloven.org.rs/srb/?p=17058 (12.02.2024.)

° TlonsiTHE MaTpHOTHU3Ma B OTe4ecTBeHHOI Hayke / [I. B. TpyHeHkos // ®opyM MOIOABIX yué-

HBIX, 12(76), 2022. — cTp. 306-311. — loctynHo Ha: https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/ponyatie-

patriotizma-v-otechestvennoy-nauke/viewer (12.02.2024.)
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Dr. Aleksandra Kolakovi¢, as well as Dr. Zoran MiloSevi¢ himself, as
a symbolic reinforcement.'

And as befits the head of the Centre for the Cultural Memory, Dr.
Jovan Janji¢ and a zealous member, Dr. Milena Pesi¢, as the continuers
of the good tradition of nurturing the culture of remembrance, became
the organizers of the International Scientific Conference “History and
Cultural Memory” and the editors of this collection published by the In-
stitute for Political Studies. According to the structure of the participants
of the conference and the authors of the scientific articles in the collec-
tion, we see an idyllic extension of the life of the collection from 2020
and the continuation of walking the path of truth, patriotism, promoting
the cultural memory, and all this not to the detriment of science (as some
would surely expect), but on the contrary — to its advantage full glory.

This analysis is followed by a bibliography of scientific works on
the topic of the cultural memory, in order to emphasize the research tra-
dition of the Institute for Political Studies on this topic, as well as publi-
cations by Serbian or foreign scientists printed on the territory of Serbia.

12 Scientific works related to the Center for the Culture of Memory can be found at: Penosuropu-
jym UIIC. — Available at: http://repozitorijumips.rs/view/subjects/C6.html (12.02.2024.)
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