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Stecci, Medieval Tombstones - Cultural Heritage,
the Promoter of Interstate Cooperation

ABSTRACT

Ancient cemeteries and their stone marks with colorful shapes, distinc-
tive decorations and meanings have captured the attention of researchers
since the last decades of the 19" century, when their systematic study
began. Due to many characteristics, primarily monumental, formative,
symbolic and decorative, a significant group in science known as stecci
stands out. Their study began on the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
where the exceptional intensity of their spread was recorded, with the
establishment of the Museum Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1884
and the establishment of the National Museum in 1888.

After the Second World War, thanks to the establishment of the
Federal (Yugoslavian) Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments
and other newly founded protection institutions in the republics of the
former Yugoslavia, a new period in the study of this unique funerary
art began. Cultural historian Sefik Beslagi¢ from Sarajevo paid special
attention to the recording, classification and description of these monu-
ments, organized cooperation with experts in neighboring republics and
thus laid the foundation for the modern methodology of studying this
cultural heritage.

The common medieval cultural heritage, which was studied decades
earlier in this area, became the basis of the cooperation of experts from
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro and Serbia, who gathered
in 2010 to prepare a nomination file with the intention that the ste¢ci
become part of the exceptional heritage of the world. In the paper, we
present a statement on the exceptional universal value of this property,
as well as the course of events that followed the submission of the file to
the World Heritage Center.
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INTRODUCTIONS

Stecci (singular: stecak) are unique medieval tombstones in Europe and the world. They are
characterized by a special artistic expression that arose in specific historical circumstances
imbued with different cultural influences. They bear witness to the deepest roots and
origins of the European people in the central Balkans. They appeared in the 12 century,
and especially in the period of the 14" and 15™ century, and later, these stone tombstones
were placed both on the graves of soldiers, craftsmen or monks, as well as on the graves
of rulers and respectable men. On stecci, you can read a historical record and a folk tale, a
centuries-old fairy tale that intertwines with the carved motifs on the surface of the stone.
The medieval man carved a complex message on stecci about the time of wars, difficult
life, numerous losses and victims.

Monumental tombstones, which today we professionally call ste¢ci, are located on the
territory of four countries, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro and Serbia. The
ministers of culture of these four countries, by signing a letter of intent in Sarajevo (Bosnia
and Herzegovina), in November 2009, supported the initiative to launch the interstate
regional project “Joint nominations of medieval tombstones — stecci for inscription on
the World Heritage List”. The proposal originated from the project “Cultural heritage - a
bridge a bridge towards a shared future’, which is implemented by the UNESCO Regional
Office for Science and Culture in Europe located in Venice.! The project is based on the
principles expressed in the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage (1972), which recognize that such heritage constitutes a world
heritage for whose protection it is the duty of the international community as a whole to
co-operate (Article 6, paragraph 1). This was the beginning of the first major interstate
project in the field of culture in the Balkans in the 21 century, which proved that the
cooperation and teamwork of a large number of experts successfully led to an exceptional
end result — the inscription of the property on the World Heritage List.

RECORDING AND STUDY OF STECCI FROM THE END OF THE 19™ CENTURY

Ste¢ci were mentioned in written sources in the 17" and 18™ centuries in the travel reports
of certain bishops. They were also mentioned by travelers who passed through Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Dalmatia and Montenegro in the 18" and 19" centuries, and passed on the
stories of the locals about villas carved into the stone. In 1875, Arthur Evans, as a young
journalist traveling in Dalmatia and Bosnia, noted that ste¢ci could be Bogomil grave-
stones. Thanks to the fact that he became a world-renowned archaeologist, the thesis about
ste¢ci as Bogomil tombstones took root in European and South Slavic historiography.”

M. Dordevi¢, Stecci - predlog za Listu svetske bastine, Glasnik Drustva konzervatora Srbije 36 (2012) 7-11.

2 Dubravko Lovrenovi¢ dedicated a special chapter titled “Bogumilska interpretacija Arthura Evansa i
Janosa von Asb6tha” (Bogumil interpretation of Arthur Evans and Janos von Asbéth) in the book Steéci,
bosansko i humsko mramorje srednjeg vijeka, Sarajevo (2009), to the analysis of impact which arose from
the observations by A. Evans.

1
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The beginning of the professional recording and study of ste¢ci occurred when
the Museum Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina was founded in 1884, the National
Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina was founded in 1888, and the Gazette of the
National Museum was launched, in which the first scientifically valuable articles on
stecci were published. Furthermore, in Croatia, the beginning of the study of stecci
is linked to the establishment of the Croatian Antiquarian Society in Knin and the
opening of the first antiquities museum in Knin in 1893. Before 1899, the National
Museum had documentation on 59,500 tombstones and a map with their marked
location. This data was presented by the director of the National Museum, Kosta
Herman, at the Eleventh Russian Archaeological Congress in Kyiv in the same year,
presenting the Imperial Russian Archaeological Association with a geographical
map of the distribution of ste¢ci with the attached listed data. The results were based
on the extensive action of the National Government undertaken during 1887 and
1888, then before 1899, when through the district offices, i.e. through gendarmes,
lugars, roadmen, princes-mukhtars, teachers and priests, a number of ste¢ci was
carried out, their numerical status and territory of distribution determined.’ This
period was spent in constant questioning of the origin of ste¢ci and their belonging
to specific peoples.*

In the European framework, the cultural and scientific value of ste¢ci was par-
ticularly emphasized by the exhibition Medieval Art of the Yugoslav Peoples, which
was held in Paris in 1950. Miroslav Krleza, a prominent Yugoslav writer, oversaw the
concept of the exhibition and is the author of the foreword for the exhibition catalogue.
He defined stecci as Bogomil marbles (from mramor).” Krleza expressed his opinion
that a stecak is the embodiment of a Bosnian mountaineer standing upright with his
head and hand raised, primarily inspired by the depictions of the man on the monu-
ments in Radimlja near Stolac.

In the period after the Second World War, modern recording and scientific study
of ste¢ci began. The role of Sefik Beslagi¢, a cultural historian, who was engaged in
the study of medieval and later stone monuments, and who devoted his professional
and life energy especially to stecci, is very important in this.* He was appointed direc-
tor of the National Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments and Natural
Rarities of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1952, and from Sarajevo he organized coopera-
tion with experts from neighboring republics, laying the foundation for the modern

3 D. Lovrenovi¢, Steéci, bosansko i humsko mramorje srednjeg vijeka, Sarajevo 2009, 24-25; D. Lovrenovic,
Medieval Tombstones and Graveyards of Bosnia and Hum, Sarajevo 2010.

4 Lovrenovi¢, op. cit. chapter ,,Srbizacija i kroatizacija stecaka” (Serbianisation and Croatianisation of
steéci), 23-24.

5  “Bogomil art” was exhibited in Hall IIT: M. Krleza, Bogumilski mramorovi, Srednjovjekovna umjetnost
naroda Jugoslavije, Eseji V, Zora, Zagreb (1966); Leksikografski zavod Miroslav Krleza: https://krlezijana.
Izmk hr/clanak.aspx?id=1217 (accessed March 2023).

6  E. Kurtovi¢, Bibliografija Sefika Beslagica (1908-1990), (djelo posveceno izuc¢avanju materijalne kulture),
Hercegovina, ¢asopis za kulturno i historijsko naslijede 15-16 (2003) 215-233.
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methodology of studying this cultural heritage.” More important necropolies and
individual areas have been studied in detail and numerous monographic studies have
been published about them as the basis of scientifically organized materials for further
research. Beslagi¢ devoted himself especially to recording the position, number and
shape of the monuments, and thus created material that still today represents valid
data for the situation on the ground and initial knowledge for understanding the
significance and value of stecci. He published the first major synthesis in 1971 in the
monograph Stecci - katalosko-topografski pregled (Stecci - catalog-topographic review),
and he also published a large number of other texts and publications.® In this period,
numerous authors in Yugoslavia deal with the scientific analysis of the Middle Ages
and the origin of stecci. A significant step forward in the interpretation that ste¢ci
were not Bogomil monuments was represented by Marian Wenzel’s comprehensive
study on decorative motifs.’

After such an intensive period of study, documentation and publication, there
was a lull when the interest in studying this type of tombstones was completely lost.
In the last decade of the 20" century, several authors appeared, who, using different
approaches, re-established the methodology of studying ste¢ci. Emina Zecevi¢, archae-
ologist, defended her master’s thesis in 1996, and in 2005 published the monograph
Mramorje, steéci u zapadnoj Srbiji (Mramorje, Steéci in West Serbia), for which she
toured the site and reviewed the material collected by experts of the Archaeological
Institute in Belgrade in the 1970s as part of a joint project documenting stecci. This
publication represents an exceptional contribution to a comprehensive overview of
the state of medieval cemeteries with marbles in Serbia.'

In Croatia, in the Klovicevi dvori Gallery in Zagreb, in 2008, Jasminka Poklecki
Stosi¢ and a group of co-authors organized the exhibition Stecci. The exhibition shows
finds in graves under stecci, plaster casts of monuments from the collection of the
HAZU Glyptotek in Zagreb, documentary photographs, and a couple of original
monuments that were brought from certain localities in Croatia. The exhibition was
accompanied by a comprehensive catalogue, a collection of works by several authors
from Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia. The exhibition was
organized with the intention of pointing out the rapid disappearance of stecci, and
archaeologists in Croatia conducted a special topographical survey on this occasion
and recorded another 200 previously unidentified localities."!

7 Experts of the Federal, later Yugoslav, Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments, an institution
that was founded in 1950, until 1967 carried out reconnaissance of ste¢ci: M. Filipovi¢, Proucavanje
ste¢aka, Zbornik zastite spomenika kulture I, Savezni institut za zastitu spomenika kulture, Beograd
(1951) 131-137; D. Vidovi¢, Bibliografski podaci o steécima, Zbornik zastite spomenika kulture III,
Savezni institut za zastitu spomenika kulture (1953) 149-180.

8  Kurtovi¢, op. cit. the entire bibliography of Sefik Beslagi¢ was exhibited.

9 M. Wenzel, Ukrasni motivi na steccima, Sarajevo 1965.

10 E. Zecevi¢, Mramorje, stecci u zapadnoj Srbiji, Beograd 2005.
11 M. Tomasovi¢, D. Perki¢, I. Alduk, Topografija steéaka u Hrvatskoj, exhibition catalog Steéci, Zagreb
2008, 58-117.
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Dubravko Lovrenovi¢, historian, as part of his scientific research, dealt with the
medieval period in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and he deepened his interest by studying
the phenomenon of death on monuments - ste¢ci.'> In 2009, he published an extensive
monograph, Ste¢ci, bosansko i humsko mramorje srednjeg vijeka (Medieval Tombstones
and Graveyards of Bosnia and Hum), with the intention of drawing the attention of a
wider audience to the partially neglected heritage. In the presentation of this book,
Esad Kurtovi¢ analyzed the phenomenon of the Dubravko Lovrenovi¢ stecci, whose
public appearance and published monograph reawakened awareness of this heritage
and initiated numerous controversies in the sphere of daily politics and the media."

At the time of the preparation of the monograph, Dubravko Lovrenovi¢ started
the initiative to have the stecci in Bosnia and Herzegovina iscribed on the World
Heritage List."* At that time, the disintegration of the federal state of Yugoslavia was
completed, and the new states, former republics, became members of UNESCO and
ratified the Convention Concerning the Protection of Cultural and Natural Heritage
as separate political entities. Furthermore, the UNESCO project “Cultural heritage —
a bridge towards a shared future” was launched, which was related to the gathering
and cooperation of experts in the countries of the South-Eastern Balkans.” All this
contributed to the proposal to start the nomination from the national level to the
international level, with the aim of inscribing the monuments in four countries on
the World Heritage List.'® The proposal was complex and risky to carry out on several
levels: since the first records and research, ste¢ci were the subject of debate regarding
their national and religious origin, and the federal state disintegrated primarily due
to national conflict.””

OUTSTANDING UNIVERSAL VALUE OF STECCI

In April 2010, an interstate expert team was formed in Sarajevo for the preparation of
the preliminary list, nomination file and other documents, which was coordinated by
Dubravko Lovrenovi¢ on behalf of the Commission for the Preservation of National
Monuments of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The beginning of the creation of the file
included the creation of a tentative list for which 30 of the 3,300 recorded medieval
cemeteries in the entire territory were selected. This choice was the result of a studious
consideration and analysis of all the necessary factors, with the intention of meeting

12 E.Kurtovi¢, Dubravko Lovrenovié (Jajce, 30. 8. 1965. - Sarajevo, 17. 1. 2017), Radovi (historija, historija
umetnosti, arheologija) 5 (2018) 17-20

13 E. Kurtovi¢, Steéci Dubravka Lovrenoviéa (Dubravko Lovrenovi¢, Stecci, Bosansko i humsko mramorje
srednjeg vijeka, Ljevak, Zagreb 2013, 452), Gradina 2 (2013) 179-182.

14 At the time, Bosnia and Herzegovina had two properties inscribed on the World Heritage List: Old
Bridge Area of the Old City in Mostar and Mehmed Pasha Sokolovi¢ Bridge in Visegrad.

15  'The project was launched in Bosnia and Herzegovina, it is led by Sini$a Sesum, director of the Antena
office in Sarajevo, as a representative of the UNESCO Regional Office for Science and Culture in Europe,
located in Venice.

16  Dordevi¢, op. cit. 7-11.

17 https://sh.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hronologija_raspada_SFR_Jugoslavije (accessed March 2023).

137



138 Educational Programs - the Future of World Cultural and Natural Heritage
50 Years /1972-2022/ of the Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage

Fig. 4

Stecci -

Medieval
Tombstones in
Montenegro,

sites Gr¢ko groblje
and Bara Zugic¢a
(Zabljak)

(www.stecciwh.org)




Achievements of the Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage
50 Years of Duration

the strict criteria for admission to the World Heritage List."® Experts from Bosnia and
Herzegovina chose 22 localities on the territory of 20 municipalities, among which the
key is the necropolis of Radimlje near Stolac, with monumental monuments depicting
men - warriors. Two necropolises have been proposed from the territory of Croatia,
on Cista Velika near Imotski there are monuments with motifs of hunting and knightly
tournaments. In Montenegro, three necropolises were chosen on the territory of two
municipalities, each specific in terms of decorative motifs, inscriptions or location in
the exceptional natural landscape of Durmitor. In Serbia, as well, three necropolises
were chosen on the territory of two municipalities. Particular attention is drawn to
the monuments in the village of Hrta near Prijepolje, which, based on their location
and carved motifs, lead to the conclusion that this is a cemetery where members of a
noble family were buried (fig. 1-5). Cemeteries with tombstones - ste¢ci were placed
next to churches, on the remains of older settlements, necropolises and tumuli, in ac-
cessible places next to old trade routes, river banks and in mountainous areas which
are difficult to reach.

The tentative list was submitted to the World Heritage Center in April 2011. This
was followed by work on the creation of the file. The work process took place in the
constant discussion of experts from four countries, coordination and decision on all
elements."” In addition to writing and preparing the eight mandatory chapters of the
file, the team members had to make and adopt a series of decisions that affected the
content of the document. The most important task was to follow the recommendations
in the Operational Guidelines® for the creation of a declaration of exceptional universal
value based on the selection of appropriate criteria for inscribing the property,* and
statements of authenticity, integrity and management of the property. The expert team

Criteria ii — to exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span
of time or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in architecture or
technology, monumental arts, town-planning or landscape design. This criterion
is explained by the fact that the original artistic expression of medieval sacred art

18  Dordevic, op. cit. 7-11.

19 In 2015, as part of a study on dissonant heritage in the territory of the former Yugoslavia, Vi$nja Kisi¢
treated as a special case study the process of preparing a nomination file for ste¢ci with the intention of
proving how a common heritage is created through the World Heritage List. On this occasion, she spoke
with all members of the expert team from four countries and, based on their statements, analyzed how
the experts cooperated with each other, made decisions, and how they mastered politically sensitive nar-
ratives: V. Kisi¢, Creating Common Heritage Through the World Heritage List, in: Governing Heritage
Dissonance: Promises and Realities of Selected Cultural Policies. Amsterdam (2016), European Cultural
Foundation, 97-139; V. Kisi¢, Transnational Nominations for the UNESCO World Heritage List as a
Policy Tool in post-war contexts: the Case of Stecak Medieval Tombstones, (2023) Inventory of inclusive
cultural policies, INVENT project Horizon 2020.

20  Operational guidelines is a document that interprets the implementation of the Convention Concern-
ing the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage and applies the decisions made by the World
Heritage Committee based on new concepts, knowledge and experiences: UNESCO World Heritage
Center — The Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention.

21  UNESCO World Heritage Centre — The Criteria for Selection.
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is best preserved in all the selected necropolises and monuments. The influences of
prehistoric and ancient traditions on the territory of creation and duration, as well as
a significant permeation of cultural influences from the West and the East, were ob-
served on stecci. A significant exchange of values is represented by the fact that these
monuments mark the graves of members of all social classes and all three medieval
Christian communities.*

Criteria iii — to bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tra-
dition or to a civilization which is living or which has disappeared. The criterion is
justified by numerous factors. The first one tells about the number of recorded localities
(3,300) in the entire area and about the number of individual listed monuments (70,000
ste¢ci). Then, the exceptional value is found in the fact that no monument is identical
to another, neither in terms of shape, dimensions nor in the way of decoration. There
are lying and upright monuments: a slab, a chest and a gabled roof stecak with a base
or without a base, while the upright monuments are in the form of a stele, a pillar and a
cross. Another factor is the numerous decoration motifs on the surface of ste¢ci: social
and religious symbols as well as numerous vegetal and geometric ornaments. On the
surface of individual stecci there is a combination of human and animal figures, floral
motifs, vines bordering the edges, and an inscription, and the motifs can be performed
on several sides of the monument. However, more often there is only one motif or
only an inscription on the surface. The main symbol that testifies to the status of the
deceased is the coat of arms, followed by weapons, such as a sword, knife, spear, bow
and arrow, but also tools. The shield is the basic part of the coat of arms, sometimes in
combination with the sword, and on its surface can be engraved the family emblem,
crescent and star, lily, cross, rosette. A large number of religious symbols — crosses in
various forms — were recorded. Motifs in the form of a solar circle or disc, new moon,
star and spiral belong to the group of religious symbols.

Human figures mostly represent men in various poses. The depictions of men on
stecci in Radimlja near Stolac are unique. They are shown standing, in military gear,
with raised right arm and unnaturally enlarged fist, surrounded by religious symbols,
weapons or inscriptions. However, on other monuments the figures are not repre-
sented in such detail. Riders and warriors are depicted, and the scenes are associated
with tournaments or war undertakings. There are scenes representing hunters with
dogs and their prey, deer and roe deer. Female figures are rarer, they are represented
alone, in pairs with a man, next to a man on a horse while holding the reins, or be-
tween two horsemen. In the interpretation of funeral customs, the representation of
the funeral procession, is important, and it testifies to the taking over of motifs from
an older tradition that was artistically recorded in antiquity. Female figures in long,
simple dresses hold hands, and there is rarely a man among the women mourning for
the deceased person. Animals are depicted in hunting scenes, or in processions or in

22 In the report of ICOMOS technical review of the file, it was indicated that criterion I does not justify
universal value, given that the authors did not prove the cultural processes of exchange. The World Heri-
tage Committee did not adopt criterion ii at the session during the inscription of the property.
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combination with other various motifs. Some fantastic animals, especially dragons,
are represented on stecci.

A special type of motif consists of architectural decorations — arcades, which are
characteristic of the southern belt of the spread of ste¢ci. The arcades are semi-circular
Romanesque, lancet-Gothic, and horseshoe-Saracen. They are carved as a shallow relief
and occupy the entire sides with the intention of making the monument look like a
temple or an eternal house under which the deceased rests. A large number of ste¢ci
are decorated along the edges with bands filled with plant and geometric elements,
vines, leaves, circles, crosses inscribed in a circle, rosettes and spirals.

Carved inscriptions - epitaphs are a particularly important argument for the
evaluation of ste¢ci within criterion ii. Inscriptions are not numerous and their carving
on stecci depended on the literacy of the text compiler and the skill of the stonemason
to convey the content. The inscriptions usually contain a simple mention of the name
of the deceased, followed by prayers addressed to God and patron saints, and there are
also curses on those who dare to desecrate the final resting place under stecci. They are
written in Cyrillic, and their content is religious and secular. The inscriptions represent
messages intended for the deceased for the repose of his soul and messages from the
deceased for the religious upliftment of the living. The basic need was to preserve the
identity of the deceased, which was a significant trend in medieval European states. In
this way, a kind of anthology of the names of the deceased was preserved on stecci.

Criteria vi - to be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions,
with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding universal
significance - it is justified by the fact that stecci have been deeply rooted in various
customs and beliefs since their inception, and especially from the time when they
were no longer made, until today. Such processes exist despite a kind of interruption
of historical memory and inheritance of these monuments, which was mostly caused
by various migrations during the late Middle Ages and early modern centuries. The
names of cemeteries, such as Divsko groblje, Masete, Mramori-Mramorje, Grcko
groblje, Tursko groblje, Kaursko groblje, arose in a later period, as an expression of
respect and admiration for the immense dimensions of the monument, its age and
relief representations. Criterion vi is justified by the statement that epigraphy and
numerous motifs carved on stecci significantly influenced literature and other forms
of art in the 20™ century. The contribution of Mehmedalija Mak Dizdar, a poet from
Bosnia and Herzegovina, who dedicated the collection of poems Kameni spavac (Sa-
rajevo 1966) entirely to ste¢ci and carved motifs on these monuments, is particularly
significant.”

23 Mehmedalija Mak Dizdar (1917-1971) was a Bosnian-Herzegovinian and Yugoslav poet, writer and
journalist. He was inspired by the Bogomil culture of Bosnia before the Turkish conquest, the culture of
Islamic mystics and the tradition of the vernacular from the 15" century. Medieval ste¢ci are an impor-
tant motif in his poems, and for him they represent a metaphorical path between the grave and the stars.
The monument on his grave is in the shape of a stecak. Rajko Petrovi¢ Nogo (1945-2022), a Serbian
poet, who in the collection Ne tikaj u me (Beogradska knjiga, Beograd 2010), published poems inspired
by motifs on stone books - stecci, was omitted from the list of listed writers.
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The integrity of the selected components is justified by the state of preserva-
tion of cemeteries and monuments and their legal protection, which is applied in all
countries. The authenticity of the selected components is justified by the historical
context in the Middle Ages throughout the territory, the position of the necropolis,
the way the monuments were made, numerous carved motifs, the existence of in-
scriptions, as well as a long period of expert study of this heritage. In this way, ste¢ci
are justified as a unique cultural heritage that was created and lasted in a limited his-
torical period of the Middle Ages, and which were used as tombstones by peoples of
three Christian religions. All the mentioned factors represent the explanation of the
outstanding universal value of ste¢ci, which the members of the expert team derived
from the previous long-term comprehensive records, analysis, scientific study and
interpretation of ste¢ci.**

DECISION ON INSCRIPTION ON THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST

The file with extensive supporting documentation was submitted to the World Heri-
tage Center in January 2015. In order for the World Heritage Committee to obtain
an independent opinion on the file, an expert mission was carried out in Septem-
ber 2015.” The authors of the nomination were presented with the preliminary
content of the report at the headquarters of ICOMOS in Paris, on 1 December
2015, in the sense that the recommendation will be to postpone the registration
of steéci (deferral).? The remarks of ICOMOS experts related to the explanation
of the outstanding universal value of the proposed good; insufficiently highlighted
value by comparison with other goods; lack of explanation for the selection of the
proposed thirty necropolises compared to the other 3,300 recorded; inappropriately
determined boundaries of the narrower and wider protection zones at individual
necropolises; selection of criteria, i.e. that the universal value is not highlighted by
the choice of criterion iv.”’

The World Heritage Committee held its fortieth session in Istanbul, Turkey, from
10 to 17 July 2016.% Proposals for inscription were discussed on 15 July 2016, the nomi-
nation file on the Ste¢ci was presented by Alfredo Conti from Argentina, Vice President
of ICOMOS. His presentation was accompanied by a richly illustrated presentation

24 Nomination file Ste¢ci Medieval Tombstone Graveyards, Chapters 2 and 3, https://whc.unesco.org/en/
list/1504.

25  ICOMOS experts Cynthia Dunning, an archaeologist from Switzerland, and Sergiu Musteata, a histo-
rian from Moldova, visited 30 sites in four countries in September 2015 and, in addition to consulting
with experts, the authors of the nomination, they spoke with local residents and representatives of mu-
nicipalities and other organizations that participated in the process of creating the file.

26 Toshiyuki Kono, vice president of Icomos, presented the information to those present, and it was ex-
plained in detail on the basis of which the experts of Icomos made such a decision.

27  The interstate expert team had the opportunity to develop Additional information with appropriate sup-
plemented documentation and submitted it to the World Heritage Center in February 2016.

28 M. Dordevi¢, Steéci upisani na Listu svetske bastine Uneska, Glasnik Drustva konzervatora Srbije 40 (2016)
13-17.
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of steéci, from the shape, ornamental motifs and inscriptions, to the presentation of
each necropolis individually. A. Conti confirmed the recommendation to postpone
the inscription of the property on the World Heritage List until the parts of the file
related to the declaration of universal value are completed and amended.

The first speaker of the World Heritage Committee who submitted an amendment
to the proposal for a decision on the postponement of the inscription was Jud Tabot,
an architect from Lebanon, the vice-president of Heritage Without Borders based
in Paris. He pointed out that this project shows the strength and ability of interstate
cooperation, that the criterion vi indicates the intangible essence of ste¢ci, which is
based on traditions, beliefs, fairy tales that last for centuries and are present to this
day, as well as that local communities respect and preserve their heritage. Most of the
representatives of the Committee spoke and indicated that this project sends a strong
message of dialogue and understanding and that it has built a cultural bridge in this
region.” This was followed by a revision of Decision 40 COM 8V.24 and the cultural
property Stecci — Medieval Tombstones Graveyards was inscribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage List. Some of the recommendations of ICOMOS were adopted: the
name of the property was amended, two necropolises in BiH were omitted, making
28 necropolises inscribed, and the outstanding value of ste¢ci was highlighted as a
criteria iii and vi.*’

In the spirit of joint work on the preparation of the nomination file and other
documents, most of the members of the expert team continued their cooperation in the
function of managing the good of the world heritage. The structure of the acquisition
management in the four states consists of the Transnational Coordination Committee,
the national organizational structure, the managers of individual localities and the
secretariat.’® This structure is based on the Management Plan document, which was
an integral part of the nomination file, and as such is binding for the stated intentions
and activities. The Transnational Coordination Committee consists of experts and
representatives from each of the four member states and is responsible for all activities
concerning the necropolis, including the development of common strategies, principles
and standards, capacity building, exchange of research results, strategic communica-
tions, presentations, which are important for the management of the good. The result
of this type of management is the creation of the official website https://www.stecciwh.
org/ in English since the beginning of 2018, as well as the creation and adoption of
several documents that regulate various obligations in the management process.

29  After the representative of Lebanon, the amendment was introduced and the representatives of the fol-
lowing countries, members of the Committee, discussed: Portugal, Turkey, Indonesia, Poland, Burkina
Faso, Kuwait, Kazakhstan, Korea, Philippines, Peru, Azerbaijan, Zimbabwe, Finland, Cuba, Tunisia,
Jamaica and Tanzania. Except for the representative of Finland, all representatives of the Committee
emphasized the importance of interstate cooperation.

30  Decision on the incription of cultural property on the World Heritage List: https://whc.unesco.org/en/
decisions/6802.

31 M. Dordevi¢, Upravljanje steccima — dobrom upisanim na Listu svetske bastine, Glasnik Drustva konzer-
vatora Srbije 42 (2018) 32-36.
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STECCI - WORLD HERITAGE

Stecci are archaeological, historical, cultural, monumental, national, and since 2016
world heritage. Inscription on the World Heritage List did not stop the polemic about
who ste¢ci belonged to, which has been going on continuously since the beginning of
professional study at the end of the 19" century, and today it is recognized as a polemic
about dissonant heritage.’> The key point is that ste¢ci were “used” for inscription on
the World Heritage List with the intention of establishing a cultural dialogue between
experts in countries that were in national conflict. This is seen in the expert literature,*
in the media,* and in the public discussion in which the failures of the nomination
are analyzed.” On the other hand, the inscription of ste¢ci on the World Heritage List
encouraged new connections in the course of archaeological research,* promotion
through exhibitions,”” and tourist visibility.*®

Interstate cooperation, which implies strong ties in the management, use, pro-
motion and protection of stecci, is certainly necessary to be strengthened in the
future with new research projects of material and immaterial values, as well as

32 M. Dragicevi¢ Sesi¢, Lj. Roga¢ Mijatovié, Balkan Dissonant Heritage Narratives (and Their Attractive-
ness) for Tourism, American Journal of Tourism Management 2014, 3(1B): 10-19; V. Kisi¢, Dissonant
Heritage or Heritage Dissonance? in: Governing Heritage Dissonance: Promises and Realities of Selected
Cultural Policies. Amsterdam (2016), European Cultural Foundation, 49-76.

33 R Trako, Steéci - bozanska igra brojki i slova, Socijalna Ekologija 20 (2011), 71-82; R. Trako, Debogu-
milizacija bosanskog srednjovekovlja, uloga bogumilskog dualizma u stvaranju srednjovekovnog bosan-
skog identiteta, Zagreb 2017; V. V., Mihajlovi¢, Steéci kao (inter)nacionalno naslede: tri studije slucaja,
Etnoantropoloski problemi, n.s. god. 13, sv. 3 (2018) 677-692; G. 7. Komar, Stari ¢irilicni natpisi istocne
Hercegovine (2014, 2015, 2016); Cirili¢ni natpisi na steccima (2018); Knjiga o stecku (2019); Linija, raz-
vojna linija srpskog pravoslavnog obrasca u Bosni i Humu / Hercegovini - izbor epitafa (2022).

34 Jelena Calija, Bosanska borba za srpsko naslede: Tvrtko moj, divni mili, RT Balkan, 1. januar 2023 https://
rt.rs/news/13620-srpsko-srednjovekovno-nasledje-prisvajanje-bih/ (aaccessed March 2023). In the text,
several interlocutors comment on the appeal for the protection of the cultural and historical heritage of
the Serbs in the territory of today’s Republika Srpska and Bosnia and Herzegovina, considering that the
falsification of historical facts about the medieval past of the Serbs is a frequent occurrence. Steéci are
also used as arguments to prove nationality.

35  G. Dizdar, Slu¢aj UNESCO ili kako su Stecci postali spomenici bez identiteta (2017, Available at: https://
www.academia.edu/34954300/Slucaj_UNESCO_ili_kako_su_stecci_postali_spomenici_bez_identiteta
(accessed March 2023): the author states that in the nomination file “the ideological determinants of the
cultural tradition that stedci represent are not established”, that this document “does not represent an
adequate cultural conceptualization of the ste¢ci phenomenon’, and that it can contribute to the “poten-
tial paradigm shift of Bosnian memory”.

36 L. Grahek, M. Milosavljevi¢, S. Caval, Hatelji (BiH) - izkopavanja prazgodovinske gomile s stecki, Ar-
heologija v letu 2019: dedi$¢ina za javnost: zbornik povzetkov. Slovensko arheolosko drustvo (2020)
24-25; S. Caval, Social landscapes as multicultural spaces: stecci in Bosnia and Hercegovina, Antiquity
2021, Vol. 95 (380), 1-9; E. Zecevi¢, Nova saznanja i problem u prouc¢avanju mramora (stecaka) sa teri-
torije Srbije, Hercegovina — ¢asopis za kulturno i povjesno naslede 6 (2020) 63-98.

37 1. Alduk, M. Getaldi¢, Stecci nekad i danas, katalog izlozbe, Hrvatska akademija znanosti i umetnosti, Glip-
toteka, Zagreb 2019. In the catalog, in the text entitled UNESCO and stecci, the process of creating a nomi-
nation file and the procedure for inscribing ste¢ci on the World Heritage List are summarized, 27-28.

38 In 2017, Senad Sabovi¢ founded the Ste¢ak Foundation in Bosnia and Herzegovina: Andrea Aleksi¢,
Bh. stecke cuvaju ponos i inat, Balkan Diskurs, 25 November 2022, available at https://balkandiskurs.
com/2022/11/25/bh-stecke-cuvaju-ponos-i-inat/ (accessed March 2023).
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deeper interpretations of cultural and historical flows of their significant territorial
distribution.

However, by inscribing Stecci on the List of World Cultural and Natural Heritage,
their universal importance was placed under the auspices of an international legal
instrument — the Convention Concernig the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage. Its role for 50 years represents the foundation on which the idea of
preserving Outstanding Universal Values of heritage, embodied in the unity of mate-
rial, immaterial and spiritual aspects of human creativity of the most diverse cultures
and peoples of the world, has been developed.
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MAJA M. hOPHEBUR

Peny6nuukin 3aBoj 3a 3alUTUTY CMOMeHWKa KynType
beorpag

CTERUWM, CPEAHOBEKOBHW HALTPOBHW CITOMEHWVLIN
- KYJITYPHO HACJIERE MOKPETAY MEBYIPKABHOI [TOBE3NBAHA

MebynpxaBHo cepujcko KynTypHo fobpo Stecci - Medieval Tombstones Graveyards
ymcaHo je Ha JIucty cetcke 6amriHe YHecka, Omrykom 40 COM 8B.24, xojy je 2016.
ropuHe ycBojuo Komurer 3a cBercko Hacnebhe Ha 3acemamy y Vicranbyny, Typcka.
Hommuanmony nponec 3anodeo je 2009. ropnHe Kaja cy MMHUCTPU KynType bocHe
u Xepuerosune, LlpHe Tope, XpBatcke 1 Cpbuje mornmcam micMo 0 Hamepama fia ce
HIOKpeHe MehypyKaBHM perroHa/THY IIPOjeKar ,,3aje/{HIYKe HOMVHALVje CPEEbOBEKOBHIX
Haarpo6bHux croMmeHuka — crehaka 3a ynuc Ha JIucry cBetcke 6amrune”. Ipemor je
HOTeKao U3 Ipojekra ,,KynrypHo Hacnmehe — MocT ka 3ajeundkoj 6ynyhHOCTI, KOjI
crpoBopy PernonamHa KaHLenapuja YHecKa sa HayKy U KynITypy y EBpornn ca ceguiureM
y Benermju. Mebhynp>xaBHu CTPpYYHM TUM YMHWIN Cy CTPYYHALM U3 YeTUPU [p>KaBe
KOjU CY U3paIy/IM IIpe/IMIMUHAPHY /IMCTY, HOMUHALVIOHN JOCKje 1 [pyTa JOKyMeHara.

Ha Jlucty cBerckor Hacneha ymucano je 28 om 3.300 eBujeHTMpaHUX
Cpe/lbOBeKOBHIUX Ipo6aba Ha 1[e/10j TePUTOPUjI IPOCTHUPAIba,  M3y3eTHA BPEIHOCT
crehaka ncrakHyTa je Kpurepujyma iii u vi. Kpurepujym iii onpaBpiaH je BeIMKUM
OpojeM eBUEHTVPAHNX JIOKA/IATETA, PasINIUTUM 0OMMIMMa KaMeHNX CIIOMeHMKa
Of1 KOjMX HUjeflaH CIIOMEHVK HYje UJIeHTIYaH APYTOM, HU 110 OO/INKY, AMMeH3ujaMa,
HauMHY yKpalaBamwa. Ha moBpuau crehaka cy ykiecaHm CoLujaIHu M peTUTMO3HA
cuM60/m1 Kao u 6pojHM OM/BHU U reOMeTpPUjCKYU OpHaMeHTM. Harnucu cy nucanu
hupummiiom, a o cappsxajy cy Bepcku u cBeToBHU. Kputepujym vi onpaspiaH je Tume
ma cy crehiu on HacTaHKa, a moce6GHO Of BpeMeHa off Kafia ce Buiue He u3pabyjy, ma
CBe 10 IaHac [yOOKO YKOpemeHN! y pasnndnuTe ob1mdaje 1 BepoBama. Takohe, 6pojan
MOTUBY ¥ HATINCY KOjU Cy YK/IeCaHU Ha cTehuyMa 3HaYajHO Cy YTUIIAIM HA KIbY-
JKEBHOCT U OCTaJle BULOBE yMETHOCTH Y 20. BEKY.

JHTerputeT n3abpaHNX KOMIIOHEHTH OIIPABJIAH je CTalbeM O4yBaHOCTY Ipobasba
U CTIOMEHMKA Y I1bJIXOBOM ITPAaBHOM 3aIlTUTOM, KOja ce IpMMelbYje Y CBUM JIp>KaBaMa.
AyTeHTNYHOCT M3abpaHNX KOMIIOHEHTH OIPaB/JaHa je ICTOPYjCKUM KOHTEKCTOM Y
CpefitbeM BEKY Ha 11€710j TEPUTOPUjU PACIIPOCTHPAha, II0I0XKajeM HEKPOIIO/Ia, HAYMHOM
KaKo cy nspabhenu cnomeHnIy, 6pojHNM YK/IeCaHNM MOTVMBIMA, IIOCTOjarbeM HAaTIIICA,
Kao U TyTVYIM IIepHOJiOM CTPYYHOT IIPOy4YaBarmba OBOT Hacneha.

O6pasnoxeme U3y3eTHe YHUBEP3aTHEe BPEIHOCTY YWIAHOBY CTPYYHOT THMA CY
M3BE/M U3 IPETXOJHE TYTOTONIIbe CBeOOyXBaTHE eBU/ieHINje, aHa/Ii3e, HAyYHOT
IpoyYaBama U TyMadema crehaka Koja je mouena kpajeM 19. Beka, TOK je MOfiepHO
TOKyMEHTOBaIbe HaCTaB/beHO cpefiHOoM 20. BeKa 1 Tpaje o JaHac.
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Y nyxy sajegHMYKOr pajia Ha U3pay HOMMHAIIVIOHOT IoCKjea U IPYTUX JOKyMe-
HaTa, BehyHa WIaHOBa CTPYYHOT TYIMA HACTaBWIA je capajiby y QYHKIMjY yIIpaB/bada
Hob6poM cBeTcKe OamTnHe. CTPYKTYpy yIIpaB/barma crehima y 4eTpy Ap>kaBe 4nHe
MebynpaBHI KOOPAMHALMOHY 000D, HALlMOHATHA OPTaHM3aIIOHA CTPYKTYypa,
yIIpaB/bayuy IOjeINHAYHNUX JIOKA/INTETa U ceKpeTapujaT. OBa CTPYKTypa yTeMe/beHa je
y BOKyMeHTY I1nan ynpaspared KOju je 9MHMO CACTABHM [0 HOMMHALIMOHOT Jjocujea,
¥ Kao TaKaB je o6aBesyjyhu 3a nckasaHe HaMepe U aKTMBHOCTIL.

Ymuc Ha JIucty cBeTcke GalITMHE HUje 3ayCTAaBUO MONEMUKY O TOME 4Mjy Cy
crehiy, Koja ce y KOHTUHYNUTETY OfiBMja Off TIOYEeTKA CTPYYHOT IIPOydYaBamba KpajeM
19. Beka, a JaHAC ce Ipelo3Haje Kao IoJieMIKa O JYICOHAaHTHOM Hactehy. Kibyunn
craB je fa cy crehiy ,yickopuirhenn® 3a ynuc Ha JIncty cBeTcke 6alTiHe ¢ HAMEPOM
fla ce yCIIOCTaBY Ky/ITYPHM iyjanor nusMehy cTpyumaka y gpxaBaMa Koje cy 6uie y
HAI[VIOHA/THOM CYKOOY M KOjU je JJOIpMHeO paclajy caBesHe [p)kaBe Jyrocmauje.
OBaj cTaB ce carnefasa y CTPy4HOj TUTePaTypH, Y MEAVjMMAa, U jaBHOj paclipaBu y
K0joj ce aHanMm3upajy nponycty HomnHauuje. C gpyre crpate ymuc crehaka Ha JIucry
CBeTCKe OallITHHE IIOJCTAKAO je HOBO IT0BE3MBabe Y TOKY apXeOIONIKIX UCTPaXKu-
Baba, IPOMOLIMje ITyTeM U3/I0XKOM, 1 TYpUCTUYKe BU/bMBOCTI. OYeKMBaHO je fia ce
y 6ynyhHoctu mehynapxaBHa capaziba HaCTaBy HOBUM IIPOjeKTMMa UCTPAKMBamba
MaTepyjalHMX ¥ HeMaTepyjaTHUX BPESHOCTI M TyMadereM Ky/ITYPHUX M ICTOPHjC-
KVX TOKOBA KOjU ITpOM3M/Ia3e 13 U3y3eTHe BPEJHOCTY CPebOBeKOBHMX cTehaka.
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