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SUMMARY

the EU and Azerbaijan. The European Union supports the territorial 

documents. The visionary multi-vector and independent foreign policy 

of Azerbaijan has yielded positive results and today Azerbaijan is an 

equal partner of the EU. Partnership with the European Union is one 

of the main priorities of Azerbaijan’s foreign policy and a new broad 

strategic agreement, which is to besigned in the near future, will open 

even greater perspectives for this partnership.

European Union, energy policy, Nagrno-Karabakh, 

Strategic Partnership Agreement.

Since the establishment of EU-Azerbaijan relations their 

we witness growing dialogue between EU and Azerbaijan, 

notably the visits of President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev to 

Brussels in November 2017 and February 2018. This article 

examines the current situation of these relations in the context 

negotiations on a new bilateral agreement launched in 2017.
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On 7 February 2017 following a visit by President Ilham 

Aliyev to Brussels, the European Union and Azerbaijan have 

launched negotiations on a new comprehensive agreement 

in order to modernise and revitalise the EU-Azerbaijan 

partnership. At present, bilateral EU-Azerbaijan relations 

are regulated by the partnership and cooperation agreement 

signed in 1996 and entered into force in 1999.

Azerbaijan is cooperating with European countries 

agreement with many member states of the European Union 

European relations.

The new agreement will better take into account shared 

objectives and challenges the EU and Azerbaijan face today. 

It is aimed atbroader partnership and the approximation of 

Azerbaijan’s legislation and procedures to the EU standards 

in various areas.Azerbaijan-EU talks are conducted in three 

Today, to the contrast of tense relations with the 

constructive development inEU-Azerbaijan cooperationin 

such areas as political, economic, security, cultural, trade and 

energy security, etc. These relations with an initial focus on 

Foundations of a balanced and independent foreign 

policy of Azerbaijanwere laid by national leader Heydar 

Aliyev. President Ilham Aliyev has continued this visionary 

strategyand independent course that correspond to national 

interests of the country. Presently, Azerbaijanis developing 

dynamically in all areas, and its international prominence is 

ever growing. Unfortuanetely, the stability and security in 

Armenia and Azerbaijan which despite the consistent 
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Azerbaijan is an important partner for the European Union 

that supports its independence, sovereignty and territorial 

integrity and considers the status-quo in the Armenia-

the EU fully supports the Organisation for Security and 

Europe is the one of the strong support at all levels to the 

souverenity and territorial integrity of countries. 

its Special Representative to the South Caucasus and the crisis 

in Georgia. EU Special Representatives promote the EU’s 

policies and interests in certain regions playing an active 

law. There is also the European Partnership for the Peaceful 

It is an EUinitiative that seeks to positively impact the 

goes through prism of double-standards. For instancethe 

approach of EU delegation to the OSCE regarding the 

When addressing the 1169th special meeting of the OSCE 

Permanent Council, in response to Mr. Johannes Hahn, the 

European Commissioner for European Neighborhood Policy 

and Enlargement Negotiations Azerbaijan announced its 

their position in support of sovereignty, territorial integrity 

In general, the EU tries to have a balanced approach with 

on a much bigger role in the period after a solution is agreed 

communications. 
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There was a period of crisis in relations between the 

parliament of Azerbaijan and the European Parliament. In 

2015 Azerbaijani parliament’s resolution stated about the 

termination of cooperation with the European Parliament 

after the latter adopted a biased and inadequate resolution 

against Azerbaijan.An illegal visitto the occupied territories 

of Azerbaijanterritory by Swedish MEP Lars Adaktusson in 

Fortunately, today we see these relations reviving. On 15 

November 2018, the European Parliament adopted Resolution 

on Eastern Partnership on foreign policy and security that 

clearly supports sovereignty and territorial integrity of the 

in 2016 Global strategy for the European Unions’s Foreign 

and Security Policy also supported territorial integrity of EU 

members and its neighbours:

The EU is the largest economic partner of Azerbaijan 

of foreign direct investment. The majority of investments 

than 1500 companies from EU member states currently 

operate in Azerbaijan. These relations are regulated by the 

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement which is a non-

preferential agreement. It is aimed at strengthening business 

links, developing market-based rules and practices for trade in 

goods and services and gradual approximationof Azerbaijan’s 

trade-related legislation with the EU and international laws 

and standards.

Energy policy of Azerbaijan shaped by the National 

Leader Heydar Aliyev and further enhanced by President 

Ilham Aliyev is aimed at prioritizing its own national interests. 



Due to this policy Azerbaijan maintained one of the leading 

roles in various regional and global projects and also became 

a reliable partner of European countries. 

Azerbaijan isanimportant energy partnerfor the EU and 

crucial role in bringing Caspian gas resources to the EU 

markets through the Southern Gas Corridor. 

The above-mentioned frozen relations due to the resolution 

Only in 2016 the negotiations on Special Partnership Agreement 

with Azerbaijan were resumed. The ambitious Southern Gas 

mutual interest of Azerbaijan and the EU. 

Initiated by Joint Declaration on the Southern Gas 

Corridorthis projectenvisages to bring Caspian, Central Asian 

and Middle Eastern gas resources to the European markets. 

strategically important to diversify the EU’s supply routes and 

cover Europe’s growing need for gas.

Memorandum of Understanding on a Strategic 

Partnership between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the 

European Union in the Field of Energy signed in 2006 

• Gradual harmonisation of Azerbaijani legislation 

the convergence of the electricity and gas markets

• Enhancing the safety and security of energy supplies 

and transit systems from Azerbaijan and Caspian basin to the EU

• Development of a comprehensive energy demand 

management policy 
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One of the strategic objectives of Azerbaijan in the 

priorities is to become one of the leading trade and logistics 

hubs of Eurasia by developing its transit and transport services. 

For this the country is actively engaged in implementing the 

major transportation projects such as the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars 

Baku International Sea Trade Port is a key strategic project 

2018 the Baku International Sea Trade Port and the European 

expansion of the operational capabilities of the new Baku port 

The project envisages an exchange of experience in the areas 

of port operations, management, business, human resources, 

labor and environmental protection, and public relations. The 

new port will serve as a transport and cargo station for the 

BTK railroad.

BTK railroad was inaugurated in 2017 enhancing hence the 

transport dimension of relations between EU and Azerbaijan. 

Not only the BTK railroad will ensure the interconnections 

of the Asian and European transport networks, but will also 

contribute to further development of the Europe-Caucasus-

on-going negotiations on a Common Aviation Area Agreement.

the EU and augmenting mutual tourism. Creation of a common 

aviation area is an initiative of the European Commission 

and it aims to open and integrate aviation markets. This will 

consequently lead to new opportunities for consumers and 

operators, and, most importantly, to high standards in terms of 

Ensuring free movement of citizens around Europe 

in a secure environment is a key component of the Eastern 
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Partnership. Based on this component the EU, a number of EU 

Member States, and Azerbaijan signed a Mobility Partnership 

well as issues managing the return of irregular migrants 

are regulated by Visa Facilitation Agreementand the Re-

admission Agreement, which both entered into force on 1 

Azerbaijan has always been committed to the promotion 

of multiculturalism and religious tolerance. In December 2016 

from various religious communities in Azerbaijan visited 

The European Union attaches special importance to 

the education system in Azerbaijan. Azerbaiajn carried out 

reforms to renew the content of education and to integrate its 

education into the European education system. The country 

joined the EU’s education programmes in 1994. 

deepening of the Bologna Process, Azerbaijan is paying 

an increased attention to the expansion of the international 

relations of Azerbaijani institutions of higher education. In 

this this context worth mentioning that in 2014 several main 

EU programmes such as Tempus, Erasmus Mundus, Jean 

Monnet and others, were united under the single programme 

institutions in Azerbaijan by funding academic mobilityof 

tocapacity buildingfor the modernisation and development 

of higher education. Jean Monnet programme promotes 

for Azerbaijani institutions. EU high-level scholarships, 

joint master and doctoral degrees and youthactivities also 
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contribute to the developing of bilateral relations between EU 

and Azerbaijan in the area of Education.

Together with projects aimed at development of 

higher education EU cooperates with Azerbaijan in order to 

improve vocational education and training. EU has extensive 

vocational education in Azerbaijan funded by the EU, show 

the great importance that the EU attaches to the educational 

Today we witness an expansion in bilateral ties between 

Azerbaijan and the EU, two reliable and strategic partners. 

The new comprehensive agreement to be signed between 

Azerbaijan and the EU will replace the Partnership and 

Cooperation Agreement and it will sybolise a new impetus in 

the development of relations. Azerbaijan has a good record of 

cooperation with the EU in general and its member-states in 

particular. With regards to the Armenian-Azerbaijan Nagorno-

in the region, the EU recognises the territorial integrity of 

Azerbaijan. EU prioritizes maintaining stability and creating 

favorable conditions for the implementation of transport and 

energy projects in the South Caucasus region. 
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