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MOUNTAIN JEWS LIVING IN AZERBAIJAN

SUMMARY

Jews in Azerbaijan consist of three distinct groups: Mountain Jews, 

Ashkenazi Jews, and Georgian Jews. Azerbaijan is home to some ethnic 

than 20,000 Jews live in Azerbaijan and there is always a good attitude 

to them in our country.

 Mountain Jews, Red Town, synagogue, wedding 

customs, mourning traditions, Khazars

Mountain Jews are mentioned in Caucasian Jews in 

Azerbaijan and Dagestan. This group, also referred to as 

Caucasian Jews, is also referred to as East Caucasian Jews 

because they lived in the east of the Caucasus. The mountain 

Jews are believed to have lived in the Caucasus since ancient 

times. According to the belief, 10 tribes sent to exile in 722 

BC by the Assyrians, some time later, migrated from south-

2

Azerbaijan has fallen to the attention of the world Jewish 
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of Jewish businessmen to Baku has increased.

The Red Village of Guba is settled and compactly 

inhabited by a large community of Mountain Jews. 

Jews living in Azerbaijan have always been treated with 

good attitude and never have anti-Semitism cases.

According to Arthur Koestler, after the disintegration 

of the Caspian Hagans, the mysterious Khazars spread to 

Crimea, Ukraine, Hungary, Poland and Lithuania. 

Most of the world scholars are concerned about the 

possibility of the Eastern European Jews, even the majority 

of the world’s Jews, to be of the Khazar descent, not the Sami 

being processed. 

A small part of the Caspian Sea never left the mainland, the 

Mousavians live, saying that their ancestors are the Caspian. 

Most of the Khazars is believed to have migrated to Eastern 

The Caspian Sea, in 740, shocked the whole world 

did they choose Museviism, not Islamic or Christianity, the 

this choice has been regarded as a strategic step taken by the 

Byzantine and the Muslims who seek to convert Christianity 

to the East and to those who seek to get out of the East, as 

well as to escape these two political pressures. For if they had 

accepted it, they would have melted away within them. But 

by choosing Museviism, they continued to be the third force. 

How the Khazars preserve their existence nearly 200 

years after accepting the Museviism, we learn from the letter 

written by the King of the Khazar Joseph C. Jordi to a Jewish 

stateman Hasdai Ibn Shapruta.
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Xasday Ibn Shaprut was the vizier of Endelus’s caliph. 

useless ambassadors who came to Spain and are excited. This 

was a miracle for the Jews. Later, he learns that his name is 

There are various opinions about the history and origins 

of mountain Jews in modern times. Some scholars say that 

mountain Jews originated in the VII century.

As it is known, the Khazars were the Turkish tribes who 

adopted Jewish religion. However, modern scholars say that 

the mountain Jews were Jewish captives during Assyrian and 

Babylonian occupation before our era. The Jewish religious 

books indicate that as a result of the occupation of Samira 

by Assyrians, Jews living in the territory of Galaxa, Habura, 

Kazan River, and the Midian Mountains are located in the 

In general, it should be noted that the Azerbaijani lands 

have historically been a shelter for many nations as well as 

Jews.

Historically, Jews in Azerbaijan were mainly represented 

by Mountain Jews, Ashkenazi Jews and Georgian Jews in 

Today, Jews living in Azerbaijan are divided into three 

groups: the oldest group of mountain Jews, the Ashkenazi 

Jews settled in the late 19th and early XX centuries, as well as 

during the Second World War, and a group of Georgian Jews 

settled in Baku in the early 20th century. 

That is, in Azerbaijan, Jews are represented by three 

communities - Mountain Jews, Georgian Jews and European 

organizations, and synagogues in our country.

Since 2010, the construction of a new synagogue 

for Mountain Jews living in Azerbaijan has begun. The 

construction of a new synagogue for mountain Jews in need 

of reconstruction and capital rehabilitation in Baku in 2010 
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was initiated, with the initiative and care of the President 

of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev. The opening ceremony of this 

synagogue for mountain Jews was held on April 5, 2011. It is 

located at , Alimardan Topchubashov str. 72, Nasimi district. 

in Azerbaijan but also in the region due to its architectural 

4

For many centuries, the mountainous Jewish community 

has lived in peace and tranquility among Muslims. They even 

speak the language of the Muslims. At the same time, Jews 

participated in wars for the lands of Azerbaijan and became 

martyrdom. One of the national heroes of Azerbaijan, Albert 

Aqarunov, who was martyred in the Karabakh war, was a 

5

mountain Jews live compactly. Today mountain Jews in 

Azerbaijan live mainly in Baku, Guba and Oghuz. There are 

synagogues in all three cities. Today, Mountain Jews live in 

6

The arrival and settling of Jews to Azerbaijan about 2,600 

years ago. Throughout the centuries, local people have always 

enjoyed a positive and positive attitude towards the Jews who 

have lived in our country. 

Jews living in Azerbaijan are mainly engaged in crafts, 

trade, medicine, teaching, etc. they have worked in such areas.

After the restoration of our independence, a new stage 

in the lives of national minorities, including Jews, has begun.

 State supports for the protection of national minorities’ 

rights and freedoms, their culture and language development 

has opened new opportunities for Jewish communities.

All the necessary conditions have been created for 

European Jews to perform religious services at a high level.

has been opened in the Red Village, where Mountain Jews 

live compactly in Guba. Here are the Israeli teachers teaching 

Jewish national traditions.



287

In October 2010, a synagogue belonging to the Mountain 

is also celebrated in our country.

Jewish communities are considered the most active 

religious communities of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

In addition, at the Faculty of Oriental Studies at the 

Baku State University, as well as the Hebrew language at 

the Faculty of International Relations and Management of 

the Azerbaijan University of Languages   are taught Hebrew. 

There are also Israeli and Middle East research center at the 

Azerbaijan University of Languages.

Weddings and mourning traditions of mountain Jews. 

Regarding the tradition of weddings and mourning of 

mountain Jews, it should be noted that most of these traditions 

coincide with our traditions. For many years, coexistence 

historic homelands, mountain Jews in Israel, as well as in our 

country, seek to preserve their national traditions. Members of 

the Mountain Jewish community hope to keep these traditions 

and hope for good times ahead.

Wedding Habit. The marriage was determined by 

marriage. Marriage relationships were sometimes determined 

by the families themselves at earlier ages. The girl was 

engaged at the age of 7 or 8 years old, her future husband. She 

helps her future mother-in-law in her home job, accustomed 

the girl’s marriage with her, the boy’s family would steal her.

When the boy’s family arrives at the girl’s home, the 

the boy’s family does not even touch a glass of water if has 

not received a positive response. The conversation is usually 

based on the gift of the bride. In the nineteenth century, the 

father of the bride gave the bride’s father 1 cow, 288 kg of 

wheat, 48 kg of bulgur, 20

ravioli. Over time, this amount is agreed upon between the 

parents and the appearance of the bride.
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After the wedding, the wedding ceremony is held before 

the wedding. The engagement ceremony was canceled until 

the 40s and 50s. Father’s bride hugs the head of the bride and 

wore gold or silver necklace on her neck. The engagement 

ceremony in Azerbaijan is considered as a major part of the 

wedding ceremony: the terms of the marriage contract are 

read, blessed, and the bride covers the bride’s head. The bride 

and groom drink wine, change their rings, and give them a 

silver necklace.

At the ceremony, the cup is not broken and the accidental 

breakdown of any item is considered a bad event. After the 

ceremony, the parents of the bride invite the bride to get 

acquainted with the house. A week later, he returned to his 

father’s home. The bride and other holidays are given gifts 

shows her neighbors and relatives. The wedding date is about 

a month ago. Traditionally, during this period, relatives come 

to each other. The preparation begins with preparation of 

clothes. Wedding festivals last 4-10 days. It was dependent on 

on Wednesday.

bride’s house. Gifts for the bride are brought. Then the 

ceremony is held, and the needle and silver are placed in the 

bowl, and the bride’s hands and feet are drawn to the henna. 

On the second day of the wedding, she comes to cut her hair. 

read. At this time, the bride and her parents, Ravvin, meet at a 

couple’s home bride and write a Ketubbahi-marriage contract. 

This agreement determines the consent of the clerk.

Bridegroom comes with his relatives to take her bride. 

Bride’s brother carries her mirror. When approaching the 

couple’s to house, rice, porridge, and small coins are fertilized. 

Bridegroom’s mother welcomes her bride with a honeycomb 

and squeezes the right hand of the bride. This tradition bring 

happiness, kindness and peace to the family.
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The bride and her relatives did not take part in the 

wedding, and they were given food in a separate room. Since 

the 1970s, marriage has changed gradually. Divorce was 

rarely found in mountain Jews.

Mourning habit. Death-related rituals play an important 

role in the Jewish community. Condolences to the dead are 

on Friday and Saturday. When it comes to spreading the news 

of death, not only relatives, but also foreigners come to their 

reads the Psalms. Dead ished, this ceremony may be in the 

yard, specially crafted tent or in the bedroom of the deceased.

After being dead ready, six people are transported on the 

are replaced. Rabbi reads a prayer whenever the dead put on 

and cooked.

If the dead is young man, there is no meat in the meal, 

but there are potatoes cooked in water, eggs, apples and dried 

fruits. If the dead is old, meat is given. By 70, everyone 

involved in the meal had to bring food. But this was slowly 

replaced by money. One of the relatives holds a list of people 

thar come to the mourning ceremony and sets the sum for 

each person.

Mutual friendship and cooperation between Azerbaijan 

and Israel are based not only on economic and strategic 

The peoples of Azerbaijan and Israel have always been able to 

demonstrate a common sample of mutual understanding and 

As a Muslim country, the level of relations between 

Azerbaijan and Israel attract a lot of attention. From the Israeli 

point of view, relations with Azerbaijan are important because of 
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the economic interests of the state, such as oil exports and arms 

exports, as well as Azerbaijan’s neighborly relations with Iran. 

This gives Azerbaijan a geopolitical privilege before Israel.

On the other hand, there is no second example of Israel’s 

close relationship with Islamic countries, and Tel Aviv uses it to 

change its image against the Islam in front of of the Islamic world.

The Jews, at every opportunity, show their relationship to 

their homeland by various activities. Of course, these Jews are 

also trying to admit that the Israeli state is a close friend of 

Azerbaijan, and for this case they use the press very well. Israeli 

journalists and political analysts frequently apply to Azerbaijani 

support of the Jewish lobby to comment on the activities of the 

. 

The Israelis have always shown great interest in 

Azerbaijani culture and they also show it now.
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