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Jelena Dimitrijević in a Room оf Оne’s Оwn: 

The Conquest of the New Generation of Readers 

One hundred years after its Þ rst edition, the new edition of Jelena 

Dimitrijevi ’s novel Nove was published by Službeni glasnik in the book 

collection A Room of One’s Own – a collection dedicated to literary works 

written by Serbian and foreign women writers. After the reprints of Jelena 

Dimitrijevi ’s books Pisma iz Niša: o haremima (Letters from Niš: About 

Harems), published by Narodna biblioteka Srbije and De ije novine in 1986; 

and by Prosveta, Niš, in 2003, and her book Pisma iz Soluna (Letters from 

Salonika), published by Karpos in 2008, a new edition of her once famous novel 

was to be the third step towards reintroducing one of Serbia’s most important 

woman writers into the Serbian publishing and reading scene. Four years after 

the publication of Glasnik’s edition of Nove, it is possible to discuss the new 

generation of Jelena Dimitrijevi ’s readers. In this article, written in the form 

of the letter, the editor of the new edition of Nove informs its author about her 

entry into Glasnik’s Room of One’s Own, the outcome of her new appearance 

before the readership, and who, how and why reads Nove today. Composed in 

the spirit of performative criticism and reception theory, this letter sums up the 

importance Jelena Dimitrijevi ’s novel has today, more than one hundred years 

after it was Þ rst published.

Keywords: Jelena Dimitrijevic, Nove, letter, readers, performative 

criticism, reception theory
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Jelena Dimitrijević and Women’s Societies 

Jelena Dimitrijevi  is better known for her literary work than for her 

social, patriotic and humanitarian achievements. She was a member of three 

women’s societies in which she actively worked. So far, that part of Jelena 

Dimitrijevi ’s life hasn’t been fully discovered and, therefore, it represented a 

real challenge for research. It has been discovered that she became a regular 

member of the Women’s Society branch in Niš for the Þ rst time in 1881. hen, 

after a short break, she joined again in 1893, only to become an executive 

member in late 1894. Starting from 1898, she became a regular member of 

the Belgrade Women’s Society and a member of the Literary Committee of the 

magazine Doma ica. Her friendship with Ljubica Lukovi , also a member of the 

Women’s Society, which began in Niš, continued in Belgrade as well. According 

to the latest discovered data, Jelena became a member of the Society Knjeginja 

Ljubica in 1903. That fact remained unknown before now. Her work within the 

Circle of Serbian Sisters is slightly better known, especially her collaboration 

with the magazine Vardar. During this period, she met Delfa Ivani , the founder 

of the Circle of Serbian Sisters and so began their long-lasting friendship and 

collaboration in the National Women’s Alliance. Information has been found 

on Jelena receiving her Þ rst medal in 1896. She received her second medal in 

1911. and the third in 1928, during the celebration of her jubilee. All of this 

shows that, apart from her literary work, Jelena Dimitrijevi  was also deeply 

committed to protecting the weak, children and women, as well as supporting 

the Þ ght for the national liberation of the Serbian people on the territory of the 

Ottoman Empire and Habsburg Monarchy.

Keywords: Jelena Dimitrijevi , Women’s Society, Committee of 

Women “Knjeginja Ljubica“, Ljubica Lukovi , Kolo srpskih sestara, Delfa 

Ivani , woman writer 
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