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Jelena Dimitrijević in a Room оf Оne’s Оwn: 

The Conquest of the New Generation of Readers 

One hundred years after its Þ rst edition, the new edition of Jelena 

Dimitrijevi ’s novel Nove was published by Službeni glasnik in the book 

collection A Room of One’s Own – a collection dedicated to literary works 

written by Serbian and foreign women writers. After the reprints of Jelena 

Dimitrijevi ’s books Pisma iz Niša: o haremima (Letters from Niš: About 

Harems), published by Narodna biblioteka Srbije and De ije novine in 1986; 

and by Prosveta, Niš, in 2003, and her book Pisma iz Soluna (Letters from 

Salonika), published by Karpos in 2008, a new edition of her once famous novel 

was to be the third step towards reintroducing one of Serbia’s most important 

woman writers into the Serbian publishing and reading scene. Four years after 

the publication of Glasnik’s edition of Nove, it is possible to discuss the new 

generation of Jelena Dimitrijevi ’s readers. In this article, written in the form 

of the letter, the editor of the new edition of Nove informs its author about her 

entry into Glasnik’s Room of One’s Own, the outcome of her new appearance 

before the readership, and who, how and why reads Nove today. Composed in 

the spirit of performative criticism and reception theory, this letter sums up the 

importance Jelena Dimitrijevi ’s novel has today, more than one hundred years 

after it was Þ rst published.

Keywords: Jelena Dimitrijevic, Nove, letter, readers, performative 

criticism, reception theory


