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In the Literary Canon Extra Muros. Jelena Dimitrijević in 

the Teaching Process at Universities in Poland

Mechanisms of male domination operating in a university teaching 

canon intra and xtra muros remain constant even in the 21st century. The 

absence or presence of female writers, especially from past epochs, in the 

Serbian academic teaching canon depends on the authoritative voice of, 

above all, male professors and it is very often bound by ideological criteria 

and power-knowledge relations. The text presents ways of overcoming this 

rule on the example of Jelena Dimitrijevi ’s work and reception. Her novel 

Nove was introduced into the syllabus of the history of Serbian literature at 

two universities in Poland – University of Wroclaw (2005–2010) and Adam 

Mickiewicz University in Poznan (2011–2015). Using her own experience as a 

promoter and supervisor of students’ term papers and theses, the author of the 

paper describes quantitative and qualitative results of introducing the literary 

works of Jelena Dimitrijevic into the pedagogical canon in Poland. As a result, 

at both universities, ten MA and two BA theses, as well as two term papers have 

been written and defended so far, while one drama based on the novel Nove and 

one theatre performance have come into being.

Keywords: pedagogical literary canon, ideological criteria, new 

reading, a shelf of one’s own, Jelena Dimitrijevi , University of Wroc aw, Adam 

Mickiewicz University in Poznan
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