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Turkish women and turkish topics in the early prose of 

Jelena Dimitrijević 

In her early literary phase, Jelena Dimitrijevi  dedicated one poetry 

collection (Jelena"s Poems), two novels (Letters from Nis on Harems, Nove), 

one travelogue (Letters from Salonica) and three short stories (Fatih-Sultan, 
SaÞ -Khanum and Meyrem-Khanum) to Turkish women, that is, "Turkish 

topics." While her novels and travelogues have mostly been well researched, 

her short stories remain almost unknown. The topic of this paper will be the 

three aforementioned short stories (published together in one book in 1907). 

We will discuss Fatih-Sultan in great detail, while we will touch on the content 

of the other two short stories at the end of the paper in order to demonstrate the 

similarity of themes and motives. Aside from cultural and historical values of 

the early prose phase of Jelena Dimitrijevi $s literary work, we will also present 

its literary-aesthetic values.
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Jovana M. Reba
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The Spectrum of Gender Transformation in Jelena 

Dimitrijević’s Letters from Nis on Harems

This paper discusses the controversial part of the travelogue Letters 
from Nis on Harems (1897), written by Jelena Dimitrijevi  (1862%1945), a 

remarkable and original woman who, with her art, ideas and her journeys, 

overcame the boundaries of Serbian patriarchal reality at the turn of the 

20th century. According to the postulates of contemporary feminist and 

imagologist theories, it analyses the following elements: the representation 

of harem culture and approach to female sexuality and lesbian practice in 

patriarchal society. By using examples from the text, it is demonstrated how 

Jelena Dimitrijevic demystiÞ es the harem entity by logging taboos, prejudice 

and erotic connotations. In concluding remarks it is said that the writer (in her 

travelogue report) revealed a female subculture that symbolizes resistance to 

male domination at the social, cultural, and sexual level. The Turkish stance 

toward sexuality, as a biological, social and physical concept, works on several 

levels: through the theoretical respect for religious and moral laws, but also 

through the living practice based on modeling of these rules % the practice of 

homosexual/lesbian relationships, which is a consequence of the rigid system, 

but also includes the freedom of exploring and moving the boundaries of sexual 

pleasure. In conclusion, it is emphasised that Jelena Dimitrijevi  overcame 

the boundaries of Serbian women$s writing and approached contemporary 

international feminist discourse with her works. That gives her a dominant role 

in future endeavours towards establishing the history of women$s writing.

Keywords: feminist theory, gender roles, alterity, harem literature, 

transgender, transvesty, otherness, lesbianism 


