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Jelena Dimitrijević in context: early feminist travel writers 

of southeastern Europe

Towards the turn of the last century, the wider space of the Ottoman 

Empire gave rise to a number of female writers characterized by a complex 

and fascinating literary subjectivity. My paper focuses, in addition to Jelena 

Dimitrijevi , on Zeyneb Hanoum, Halide Edib, and Demetra Vaka Brown. In 

their travel narratives, these writers, like Dimitrijevi , question the dominant 

genre, gender, and national discoursive models. The hybrid nature of their 

writing, their “sincere nationalism and sincere cosmopolitism,“ elusive 

homoeroticism, irony, mimicry, and gender masquerade in their writing, their 

postcolonial perspective—all this creates a conductive environment for an 

emergence of transnational and transregional identities. I strive to show how 

the need of these women to traverse the physical, cultural, and symbolic spaces 

can be interpreted as a lasting contribution towards redeÞ ning the dominant 

national cultural geographies.

Keywords: Jelena Dimitrijevi , nationalism, feminism, 

transnationalism, postcolonialism, Zeyneb Hanoum, Halide Edib, Demetra 

Vaka Brown 
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Turkish women and turkish topics in the early prose of 

Jelena Dimitrijević 

In her early literary phase, Jelena Dimitrijevi  dedicated one poetry 

collection (Jelena’s Poems), two novels (Letters from Nis on Harems, Nove), 

one travelogue (Letters from Salonica) and three short stories (Fatih-Sultan, 
SaÞ -Khanum and Meyrem-Khanum) to Turkish women, that is, “Turkish 

topics.“ While her novels and travelogues have mostly been well researched, 

her short stories remain almost unknown. The topic of this paper will be the 

three aforementioned short stories (published together in one book in 1907). 

We will discuss Fatih-Sultan in great detail, while we will touch on the content 

of the other two short stories at the end of the paper in order to demonstrate the 

similarity of themes and motives. Aside from cultural and historical values of 

the early prose phase of Jelena Dimitrijevi ’s literary work, we will also present 

its literary-aesthetic values.

Keywords: early prose, “Turkish topics“, the Balkans 
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