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Sisters from Turkey and Sisters from America

Jelena Dimitrijevi  had a special view of the world. She focused all of 

her attention on the lives of women; all her actions reß ect her feminism and 

humanism. All women are sisters; therefore, American women (emancipated, 

with the right to vote fought for and won) and Turkish women (condemned to 

cages and sheets) were equally important as Þ ghters for the status of the “new“ 

woman. 

Keywords: American women, Turkish women, subjective and 

objective reality, emancipation, New Women 
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A Feminine Deconstruction of Orientalism: Crypto-

Colonialism and Jelena Dimitrijević

Taken from the socio-cultural reality, the discursive strategies of Jelena 

Dimitrijevi , personal and themed in her prose, were previously explained as an 

example of pleasure/seduction of the l’écriture féminine. From the perspective 

of language devoid of ethnic and political meaning, reduced to its cultural, 

anthropological and corporeal meaning, I attempt to relate Michael Herzfeld’s 

concept of „crypto-colonialism“, created in reß ection of the case of Thailand: 

colonialism of a certain cultural province/state is organized as a „showcase“ 

of colonial values   for „wilder“ regions/countries/cultures. The position of the 

„showcase“ produces certain hyper-colonial imaginary models of collective 

identity, sometimes caricatured. In the culturally and spatially changed context 

of the Balkans as an ambivalent place of the production of orientalism, Jelena 

Dimitrijevi  comes from the new center of crypto-colonialism (in the case of 

harems of Niš), and then to the new center of crypto-colonialism (in the novel 

Nova). What are the methods of deconstruction, if applicable, and how is her 

position established in two di  erent crypto-colonial contexts? That is another 

feature and functionality of discursive strategies of Jelena Dimitrijevi , which I 

had never examined before, and that is precisely its e   ciency as a deconstructive 

tool.

Keywords: Balkan, orientalism, postcolonialism, Jelena Dimitrijevi , 

crypto-colonialism, deconstruction 


